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To  the  Right  Honourable 

The  EARL  of  HILLSBOROUGH, 
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GOVERNOR  BERNARD, 
GENERAL  GAGE, 

AND 

The  Honourable  His  Majesty’s  Council 
FOR  THE  PROVINCE  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS-BAY. 
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containing 


Divers  Proceedings  referred  to  in  the  laid  Letters. 
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LETTERS,  8ff. 


\ 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard  to  the  Earl  of  Htlfboroughy 
dated  Bojlon ,  Nov.  i,  1768. 

\ 

My  Lord, 

1NOW  proceed  to  conclude  my  narra¬ 
tive  of  my  endeavours  to  get  quarters 
for  the  King’s  troops  until  I  found  my- 
felf  at  the  end  of  my  firing,  and  could  do 

nothing  more. 

On  Saturday,  October  x  5,  General  Gage 
arrived  here  with  his  officers  to  look  to  the 
quartering  the  Troops  himfelf.  On  Monday 
I  called  a  Council  in  the  morning,  and  in¬ 
troduced  the  General.  He  told  them  that  he 
was  refolved  to  quarter  the  two  regiments 
now  here,  in  town,  and  demanded  quarters ; 
and  that  he  fliould  referve  the  Barracks  at 
the  Caftle  for  the  Irifli  regiments  or  luch 

part  of  them  as  they  would  contain  ;  which 
*  g  has 
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]ias  fmce  been  determined  to  be  only  one  re¬ 
giment;  After  the  General  had  left  ths 
Board,  I  fat  at  it  until  eight  o’clock  at  night; 
two  hours  after  dinner  time  excepted.  The 
whole  was  a  feene  of  perverfion,  to  avoid 
their  doing  any  thing  towards  quartering  the 
troops,  unworthy  of  fuch  a  body.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  quelfions  I  put  to  them,  they 
denied  that  they  knew  of  any  building  be- 
longing  to  the  province  in  the  town  of  Bof- 
ton  that  was  proper  to  be  fitted  up  for  bar- 
-racks ;  and  they  denied  that  the  Manufac¬ 
tory  Houfe  was  fuch  a  building.  This  was 
i'o  notonoufly  contrary  to  truth,  that  fome 
gentlemen  expreffed  their  concern  that  it’ 
mould  remain  upon  the  minutes;  and  to  in— 
ouce  me  to  content  to  its  being  expunged,  a 
motion  w  as  made  in  writing  that  the  Gover¬ 
nor  be  defired  to  order  the  Manufactory  Houfe 
to  be  cleared  of  its  prefent  inhabitants,  that 
it  might  be  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of  fuch 
pai  t  ot  the  two  Infh  regiments  as  could  not 
be  accommodated  at  the  Caftle  Barracks. 
This  was  violently  oppofed,  but  was  carried 
in  the  affirmative  6  to  5  :  Upon  this  I  or¬ 
dered  the  former  anfwers  to  be  expunged. 
This  Refolution  amounting  to  an  affignment 
of  Jie  Caftle  Barracks  for  the  Irifli  regiments, 
effectually  put  an  end  to  the  objection  before, 
made  that  no  quarters  were  due  in  town 
until  the  Caftle  Barracks  were  filled. 

I  he  next  thing  to  be  done  was  to  clear  the 
ManufaCtory-Houfe,  the  preventing  of  which 

was 
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was  a  great  object  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty. 
For  this  purpofe,  about  fix  or  feven  weeks 
before,  when  the  report  of  troops  coming 
here  was  firfl  confirmed,  all  kinds  of  people 
were  thrufl  into  this  building  ;  and  the 
Workhoufe  itlelf  was  opened,  and  the  people 
confined  there  were  permitted  to  go  into  the 
Manufadory-Floule.  T.  his  was  admitted  to 
be  true  in  Council  by  one  of  the  Board  who 
is  an  Overfeer  of  the  Poor  and  a  Principal 
therein.  And  after  the  Order  of  Council  was 
known,  feveral  of  the  Chiefs  of  the  Faction 
went  into  the  Manufactory- 1  foufe,  advifed 
the  people  there  to  keep  poll'efiion  againft  the 
Governor’s  order,  and  promifed  them  fup- 
port.  And  when  fome  of  them  fignified 
their  intention  to  quit  the  houfe,  they  were 
told  that  if  they  quit  the  houfe  they  mull 
quit  the  town,  for  they  would  be  killed  if 

they  flaid  in  it. 

I  had  the  advice  of  the  beft  Lawyers  that 
according  to  the  law  and  ufage  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  the  owners  of  an  houfe  occupied  by  te¬ 
nants  at  fufferance,  or  wrongful  pofleffors, 
might  enter  by  ahy  means  they  could  and  turn 
them  out  of  poffefhon  without  bringing  an 
adion.  It  was  alfo  certain  that  the  Governor 
and  Council,  when  the  Affembly  was  not  fit¬ 
ting,  were  perfed  owners  of  the  ellates  be¬ 
longing  to  the  province,  except  for  alienation. 
Upon  thefe  two  principles  I  appointed  the 
fheriff  and  two  of  his  deputies  bailiffs  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  for  the  puipofe  of,  ie 
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moving  the  people  out  of  the  Manufactory- 
Houfe.  The  ffieriff  was  refufed  admitting- 
upon  which  the  Chief  Juffice  went  with  him 
and  advifed  them  to  give  up  the  houfe  j  he 
vvas  aniwered  that  they  had  the  opinion  of  the 
beft  Lawyer  in  the  province  to  keep  poffef- 
iion.  Upon  a  third  attempt  the  fheriff  find¬ 
ing  a  window  open,  entered;  upon  which 
the  people  gathered  about  him  and  ffiut  him 
up ;  he  then  made  a  fignal  to  an  officer  with¬ 
out,  who  brought  a  party  of  foldiers,  who 
took  poffeffion  of  the  yard  of  the  building 
and  relieved  the  fheriff  from  his  confinement. 
—This  occafioned  a  great  mob  to  affemble 
with  fome  of  the  chiefs  of  the  faction ;  they 
were  very  abufive  again!!  the  foldiers,  but  no 
mifchief  was  done.  They  kept  the  houle 
blockaded  all  that  day,  and  beft  part  of  the 
next  day.  When  iome  cf  the  Council  decla- 
nng  that  it  was  not  intended  to  uie  force, 
although  they  knew  it  could  not  be  done 
without,  and  tne  building  not  being  imme¬ 
diately  wanted,  the  foldiers  were  withdrawn 
on  the  evening  of  the  fecond  day.  Thus  the 
building  belonging  to  the  Government,  and 
affigned  by  the  Governor  and  Council  for  his 
Majefty  s  ufe,  is  kept  filed  with  the  outcaft 
of  the  workhoufe  and  the  fcum  of  the  town 
to  pi  event  its  being  ufed  for  the  accommoda¬ 
tion  of  the  King  s  troops.  Alter  this  was 
over  there  was  nothing  more  to  be  done  with 
the  Council  until  the  foldiers  were  billeted  in 
the  public  houfes  as  far  as  they  would  e,o. 

This 
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This  we  knew  would  never  be  done  ;  but  it 
muft  be  attempted  ;  and  the  Council  left  this 
buiinefs  to  me  alone  without  offering  their 
affiflance,  which  in  other  cafes  has  been  ufual. 
Indeed  I  did  not  afk  them,  as  I  did  not  think  the 
bufinefs  would  be  forwarded  by  my  affociating 
them.  I  therefore  fummoned  all  the  ading 
juftices  to  meet  me  in  the  Council.  Twelve 
of  them  appeared ;  I  acquainted  them  that 
the  General  demanded  quarters  for  the  two 
regiments,  according  to  the  act  of  Pailiament. 
They  defired  to  take  it  into  confideration  a- 
mong  themfelves.  I  confented,  and  we  part¬ 
ed.  Two  juftices,  two  days  after  this,  at¬ 
tended  me  with  an  anfwer  in  writing,  where¬ 
by  the  whole  body  refufed  to  billet  the  foldiers. 
But  thefe  gentlemen  informing  me  that  the 
juftices  had  been  much  influenced  by  the  ar¬ 
gument  that  tUe  barracks  at  the  Cal  lie  ought 
to  have  been  firlt  filled,  &cc.  I  fhewed  them 
the  minutes  of  the  Council  whereby  the  bar¬ 
racks  at  the  Cattle  were  afligned  to  the  Irifh  . 
regiments,  and  they  muft  be  confidei ed  as 
full.  T  bis  was  quite  new  to  them,  the  Coun¬ 
cil  themfelves  having  overlooked  the  efiedt  of 
their  vote.  I  gave  them  a  copy  of  this  vote, 
and  returned  the  anfwer,  definng  them  to  re- 
confider  it.  Three  days  after  the  fame  gen¬ 
tlemen  informed  me  that  they  had  refolved 
againft  billeting  the  foldiers,  but  could  not 
agree  upon  the  reafons  to  be  afligned  for  r^- 
fufing  it  j  but  the  next  day  they  gave  me  ^ 

anfwer  in  writing,  (a  copy  of  which  is  hei.^ 
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inclofcd)  figned  by  eight  of  the  juftices;  twa 

others  were  againll  billeting,  and  gave  other 
leafons  for  their  reffifal ;  two  others  were  for 
billeting,  but  declined  ading  by  themfelves. 
aftei  fo  large  a  majority  of  the  whole  body 
had  declared  for  the  contrary  opinion. 

To  fhew  the  futility  of  thefe  pretences,  I 
muft  obferve  that  the  ad  direds  the  billeting 
to  be  by  conftables,  tything-men,  magiflrates, 
and  other  civil  officers,  and  in  their  default  or 
ab  fence  by  any  one  juftice  of  the  peace.  The 
ufual  conftrudion  of  this  ad  has  been  that 
magiflrates  Ihould  grant  the  billets,  and  con¬ 
ftables  deliver  them ;  and  the  latter  being 
minifterial  cannot  grant  billets  without  a  ma- 
giftrate  or  juftice  ordering  them  p  by  magif- 
trates  have  been  always  underftood  the  ma~ 
giftrates  of  corporations,  and  where  a  town 
is  not  a  corporation,  the  juftices  are  the  only 
magiftrates  who  are  applied  to  in  England, 
and  they  deliver  the  billets  to  the  conftables* 
who  feive  them  upon  the  public  houfes. 
Now  in  this  town  of  Bofton  there  are  no  per¬ 
sons  who  come  under  the  denominations  but 
juftices  and  conftables.  As  to  the  feled-men 
to  whom  the  juftices  are  fuppofed  to  refer, 
they  have  been  declared  by  themfelves,  by 
the  Council,  and  by  the  Governor,  to  be 
neither  magiftrates,  nor  civil  officers ;  and  they 
certainly  are  not,  for  they  can  neither  grant 
npr  execute  a  warrant.  This  I  explained 
tilly  to  the  juftices  before  they  gave  their 
tnal  anfwer ;  but  to  no  purpofe  ■,  they  being 

determined 
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determined  to  refute  at  all  events.  Tlius  \Ve 
have  an  aft  of  Parliament  which  is  become  a 
great  favourite  ;  for  with  the  comments  it  has 
received  here,  it  is  become  in  faft  an  aft  to 
prevent  his  Majefty’s  troops  being  quartered 
in  the  town  of  Bolton.  Immediately  after  I 
held  a  Council,  and  informed  the  Board  ol 
the  refufal  of  the  jultices  to  billet  the  loldiers. 

I  faid  that  I  was  now  at  the  end  of  my  tether ; 
for  as  they  had  declared  before,  that  they 
would  adhere  to  the  aft  of  Parliament,  and 
had  refufed  to  aft  in  that  liberal  way  which  I 
thought  was  their  duty  when  the  King’s  necef- 
fary  fervice  was  obftrufted,  I  could  propol'e 
nothing  further  to  them.  For  I  forefawthat 
if  I  propofed  to  hire  and  fit  up  houfes,  &c.  for 
the  troops,  they  would  anfwer  that  it  did  not 
become  their  bufinefs  till  the  public  homes 
were  full.  But  if  any  gentleman  thought  it 
was  to  any  purpofe  to  put  fuch  a  queftion,  I 
was  ready  to  do  it :  this  was  declined  by  fi- 
lence.  I  then  informed  them  that  by  reafon 
of  this  general  refufal  of  quarters,  the  General 
found  himfelf  obliged  to  hire  and  fit  up 
houfes  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown  for  the 
reception  of  the  troops,  who  now  (Oft.  26.) 
efpecially  they  who  were  encamped,  began  to 
feel  the  want  of  warm  quarters,  and  as  he 
thought  the  expence  would  ultimately  fall  up¬ 
on  the  province,  he  defired  that  I  would  ap¬ 
point  a  commilfary  to  join  with  and  affift  his 
officers  in  providing  luch  houfes,  especially 

with  regard  to  the  ceconomy  of  the  expence. 

0  I  therefore 
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I  therefore  defired  their  advice  and  a fli dan CQ 
in  making  fuch  appointment.  This,  after  a 
long  debate,  was  refufed,  they  faying  that  if 
they  fhould  join  in  fuch  appointment,  it  would 
be  admitting  that  the  province  ought  to  be 
charged  with  the  expence  ;  and  I  could 
appoint  auditors  to  examine  the  accounts 
without  them.  I  therefore  put  an  end  to  this 
buiinefs,  having  been  employed  in  it  from 
Sept.  19th  to  061.  26th,  in  all  38  days,  with¬ 
out  any  profpedt  of  doing  any  thing  to  pur¬ 
pose,  but  under  an  obligation  of  trying  every 
effort  before  I  gave  it  up. 

During  this  time  the  General,  who  fore- 
faw  how  this  negociation  would  end,  had  em¬ 
ployed  his  officers  to  hire  and  fit  up  houfes 
for  the  troops ;  fo  that  by  the  time  I  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  definitive  refufal,  compleat  quar¬ 
ters  were  provided  for  all  the  troops.  But 
now  another  difficulty  arofe  j  if  the  foldiers 
fhould  be  put  into  barracks,  though  provided 
by  the  Crown,  without  the  intervention  of  a 
magiftrate,  the  military  officers  who  placed 
them  there,  would  be  chargeable  with  taking 
upon  them  to  quarter  foldiers  otherwife  than 
by  this  adt,  and  being  convidted  of  it  by  two 
juflices  of  peace  would  be  cafhiered  ipfo  fadto. 
This  claufe  was  depended  upon  to  oblige  the 
foldiers  to  quit  the  town  after  they  had  found 
it  impradticable  to  get  quarters  according  to 
the  adt  of  Parliament,  and  was  part  of  the  ori¬ 
ginal  plan  which  I  mentioned  to  your  Lord- 
fhip  very  early.  And  it  could  not  be  expedted 

that 


(  II  ) 

that  the  juftices  who  had  refufed  to  billet  the 
ibldiers  would  place  them  in  other  quartern, 
for  that  would  be  to  contradict  themfelves* 
I  therefore  took  upon  myfelf  to  remove  that 
difficulty*  and  by  a  commiffion,  wherein  I 
received  his  Majefty’s  command  to  me  to  take 
every  neceffaty  ftep  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  faid  troops,  and  the  feveral  means  by 
which  the  execution  of  the  aft  for  providing 
quarters  for  the  troops  was  defeated,  and  the 
obligation  I  was  thereby  put  under  to  provide 
quarters  for  the  troops  in  the  beft  manner  I 
could,  I  authorized  a  perfon  therein  named, 
to  place  the  faid  two  regiments  in  fuch  build¬ 
ings  and  houfes  as  could  be  procured  at  the 
expence  of  the  Crown  with  the  confent  oi 
the  owners.  Thus  has  ended  the  bufinefs  of 
quartering  the  two  regiments. — As  for  provi- 
fion  for  them  at  Bofton,  according  to  the  aft 
of  parliament,  I  have  already  ihewn  how  the 
order  of  Council  for  that  purpofe  was  annulled 
and  avoided  in  the  origination  of  it.  Provi¬ 
sion  has  been  made  at  Caftle  William  by  an 
order  of  Council  being,  made,  that  the  pro¬ 
vincial  commiffary  fhould  take  care  ot  it. 
But  they  have  refufed  to  make  fuch  an  order 
for  the  troops  at  Bofton  ;  and  therefore  it  is 
not  done  nor  like  to  be  done. 

I  am,  with  great  refpeft,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordffiip’s  moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble 
fcrvant,  FRA.  BERN  A  R  D . 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough.  j 
January  27,  1769. 

C  Copy 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Bernard  to 
the  Lari  of  Hillfborough,  dated  Bofion 9 
November  5 ,  1768, 

My  Lord, 

\K7  HEN  I  received  your  Lordfhip’s  letter, 
*  *  No.  1 6, 1  immediately  communicated  it 
to  the  Lieutenant  Governor ;  and  we  both 
agreed  in  opinion,  that  it  could  not  be  advis¬ 
able  to  lay  before  the  Council  any  part  of  it, 
except  what  related  to  the  providing  for  the 
troops,  until  the  troops  were  got  into  quar¬ 
ters  :  as  we  forefaw  that  the  bufmefs  of  quar¬ 
tering  the  troops  would  occafion  a  good  deal 
of  trouble,  and  poffibly  fome  commotion,  and 
it  would  not  be  advifeable  to  bring  on  too 
much  bufmefs  at  once ;  at  leaf:  until  the  town 
was  a  little  fettled.  This  bufmefs  of  quarter¬ 
ing,  your  Lordfhip  will  obferve,  kept  me  em¬ 
ployed  ’till  October  26th,  on  which  day  I  had 
Summoned  a  general  Council.  On  this  day 
1  had  nineteen  councellors,  that  is  all  but 
three  :  I  therefore  chofe  this  time  to  commu¬ 
nicate  the  other  part  of  your  Lordfhip’s  let¬ 
ter,  except  what  relates  to  the  calling  the 
alfembly,  which  I  had  referved  untill  I  had 
received  further  orders  about  it.  I  made  this 
communication  by  an  extract,  which  after  it 
was  read  I  left  in  the  Secretary’s  hands,  that 
the  gentlemen  might  perufe  it  at  their  leifure : 

I  cau- 
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I  cautioned  the  Secretary  again  ft  fuffering  a 
■copy  to  be  taken,  but  did  not  reftrain  him 
from  permitting  it  being  read.  I  alfo  gave 
another  copy  of  the  fame  extradt  to  the  firft 
Commiffioner  of  the  Cuftoms,  engaging  him 
to  keep  it  in  his  own  hands,  and  not  let  a 
copy  be  taken. 

Immediately  after  I  had  an  occation  tea 
move  a  matter  that  would  drew  their  difpo- 
fition  to  pay  a  proper  regard  to  his  Majefty’s 
commands.  The  Commiffioners  had  wrote 
to  me,  defiring  that  I  would  take  the  advice 
of  Council  whether  they  might  return  to 
town,  and  re  a  Hume  their  functions,  with 
fafety  to  themfelves  and  officers.  I  commu¬ 
nicated  this  letter  to  the  Council,  and  put 
the  queftion  to  them,  ft  his  was  very  cm- 
barraffing:  If  they  anfwered  Yea,  they  would 
be  chargeable  with  adviling  the  return  of  the 
Commiffioners:  If  they  faid  No,  they  would 
contradifl  all  their  affertions,  that  tnere  was 
no  occafion  for  troops  to  fupport  the  ci¬ 
vil  power.  They  therefore,  for  above  two 
hours  together,  ufed  all  kinds  of  evalions  to 
avoid  giving  an  anfwer.  I  was  told  that  tney 
were  not  obliged  to  give  opinions :  I  an¬ 
fwered,  that  they  were  obliged  to  give  ad¬ 
vice;  and  the  quellion  was  put,  whether  they 
would  advife  me  to  affure  the  Commiffioners 
that  they  might  return  with  ialety.  At  lalt 
I  Was  obliged  to  tell  them,  that  ft  they  would 
not  give  me  an  anfwer,  i  would  take  their 

refufal  for  an  anfwer  in  the  negative  :  for  ft 

C  2  they 
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t!n.y  could  anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  no  rea-* 
ion  could  be  fuppofed  why  they  ihould  not 
give  an  anfwer ;  and  if  they  could  not  anfwer 
in  the  affirmative,  they  mud  reconcile  it  with 
tiieir  public  declarations  of  the  loyalty  and 
peaceablenefs  ot  the  town  as  well  as  they 
could.  .  At  length  1  got  an  anfwer,  twelva 
answering  in  the  affirmative,  five  declining 
anlwering  becaufe  they  lived  out  of  town,  and 
tvvo  giving  written  aniwers,  condemning  the 
commiffioners  for  going  out  of  the  town,  and 
therefoie  refuting  advice  ahout  their  return, 
but  concluding  that  all  perfons  would  be 
fife.  In  this  council  I  fat  from  eleven  to 
nine,  two  intermediate  hours  excepted  ;  and 
all  the  hufinefs  might  have  been  very  well 
done  in  an  hour  or  two  by  practicable  men. 

Before  this  Council  met,  I  had  been  in¬ 
formed  that  fome  of  the  Board  had  been  pre- 
pa.  iiig  an  addrefs  to  the  General,  to  remove 
ine  tioops  irom  hence,  that  at  this  meeting 
they  might  get  a  great  number  of  hands  to  it. 
W  ne n  the  Council  broke  up,  I  heard  fome  of 
them  making  an  appointment  to  meet  there 
the  next  morning.  I  told  them  that  I  under- 
ftood  that  they  were  going  on  with  buiinefs 
as  a  Council  feparately  from  me ;  but  I  cau¬ 
tioned  them  again!!  proceeding.  It  was  an- 
fwered  that  they  fhould  not  aft  as  a  Council 
hut  as  private  gentlemen.  I  then  delired  that 
they  would  not  give  their  meetings  the  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  Council,  by  holding  them  in 
the  Council  Chamber.  They  met  the  next 

day 
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<3fty  and  fettled  the  addrefs,  which  was  very 
much  foftendd  from  the  firft  draught,  which 
I  am  told  was  much  more  virulent  again  ft  the 
commiflioners.  It  was  figned  by  fifteen  of 
the  Council,  among  whom  were  the  five  who 
knew  not  enough  of  the  town  to  vote  1  r  the 
fafety  of  the  commiflioners  returning,  but 
knew  enough. to  join  in  an  inveftive  againfic 
them  ;  four  refuted  to  lign.  It  was  then 
prefen  ted  to  the  General,  who  obferved  to 
them,  that  the  refolves  of  the  Town-meet¬ 
ing  were  a  fufficient  caufe  for  fending  troops 
here,  though  there  had  been  no  riots :  It  was 
anlwered  that  they  were  the  productions  of  a 
few  imprudent  wrong-headed  men.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  replied,  that  they  were  laid  to  be  unani - 
moujly  refolded,  in  a  full  Town-meeting.  The 
next  Monday  it  appeared  in  all  the  public 
papers,  from  whence  I  fend  your  Lordfliip 
the  inclofed  copy. 

I  fhall  make  but  few  obfervations  on  the 
writing,  the  intent  of  it  being  plain  enough, 
—  i.  it  is  well  known  to  your  Lordfliip  that 
this  kind  of  writings  is  deiigned  for  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  not  for  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
are  addrefled.  This  is  notorious  in  the  pre¬ 
fen  t  cafe  :  the  gentlemen  who  moved  this . 
bufinefs  knew  very  well  that  t!ie  General 
could  not  move  the  troops  from  this  town,  if 
he  could  have  been  difpol'ed  to  do  it ;  becaufe 
they  were  lent  hither  by  order  of  his  Majefly, 
and  not  placed  here  by  the  diferetion  of  the 
General.  The  General  himfelf  had  told  them 
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fo,  and  I  had  repeated  it  to  them  again  and 
again  to  induce  them  to  aftift  the  quartering. 
As  therefore  they  could  not  expeCt  the  troops 
would  be  withdrawn-,  we  mud  look  for  ano¬ 
ther  purpofe  of  this  addrefs ;  and  it  appears  to 
be,  as  indeed  it  is,  the  principal  fubjedt  of  it, 
the  abufe  of  the  commiflioners.---  2.  This 
was  furely  very  ill  timed  :  the  very  day  after 
they  had  been  made  acquainted  with  his  Ma~ 
jefty’s  command  and  expectation  that  thecom- 
miftioners  fhould  return  to  Bofton  and  refurne 
their  function,  and  would  return  without  re- 
fiftance  and  with  fafety,  to  publifh  a  mani- 
fefto  againft  them,  which  as  it  had  nothing 
new  in  it,  could  only  ferve  to  revive  the  po- 
.pular  prejudices  againft  them,  and  thereby 
encourage  reftftance,  and  make  their  fafety 
precarious,  is  unaccountable  in  men  of  this 
.rank,  and  inconliftent  with  their  public  pro- 
feffions  of  their  regard  for  the  King’s  fervice. 
■—  p  This  is  alfo  very  unreafonable,  it  being 
the  day  after  the  commiflioners  had  fignified 
their  apprehenfions  of  danger  in  returning  to 
Bofton,  and  defired  the  advice  of  the  Council 
concerning  it,  and  the  Council  had  given  their 
opinion,  that  they  might  return  with  fafety. 
For  theft  Councellors,  who  had  one  day  en¬ 
couraged  their  coming  to  town,  the  very  next 
day  to  iftue  a  writing  under  their  hands,  hold¬ 
ing  them  forth  to  the  people  “  as  men  whofe 
avarice  having  fmothered  in  their  breafts  every 
fentiment  of  humanity  towards  this  province, 
has  impelled  them  to  opprefs  it  to  the  utrnoft 
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of  their  power,”  is  utterly  Irreconcileable 
with  my  ideas  of  truth,  juftice  and  humanity, 
and  fhocks  me  the  more,  as  I  know  that  the 
wives  of  two  of  the  commiffioners,  who  have 
young  children,  did  not  want  to  have  their 
fears  increafed  by  this  publication. 

It  would  have  been  unaccountable  how  fo 
many  perfons  of  fo  refpedable  a  ftation,  and 
many  of  them  of  a  refpeftable  character, 
could  join  in  hgning  fuch  a  paper,  if  we  did 
not  confider  that  in  public  and  popular  pro¬ 
ceedings  the  leaders  are  few,  and  the  fol¬ 
lowers  many ;  and  that  people  called  upon  to 
fign  papers  frequently  a t\  without  coniidera- 
tion,  and  fometimes  againft  their  judgment. 
And  the  virulence  with  which  the  commif¬ 
fioners  have  been  treated,  feems  to  be  too  vio¬ 
lent  to  be  the  effed  of  public  zeal  only,  with¬ 
out  the  interference  of  private  animofity, 
which,  at  prefent,  I  cannot  take  upon  me  to 
account  for,  I  can  only  condemn  and  lament 
fuch  proceedings  in  a  body  for  which  I  have 
alwavs  had  and  ftill  retain  a  great  regard. 

I  am,  with  great  refpedt,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordihip’s  moil  obedient,  and  moil  humble 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hill  thorough.  * 

January  27,  1769. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Bernard  to 
the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  dated  Bofon > 
November  |»2,  1*760, 

My  Lor.d^ 

F  TER  I  had  communicated  yom 


Lordfhip’s  letter  to  the  Council,  I  con 
fidered  that  fome  farther  notification  of  it 
would  he  neceifary  in  regard  to  what  related 
to  the  prefervation  of  the  peace  and  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  officers  of  the  revenue,  efpe- 
daily  as  the  commiffioners  had  fixed  upon 
this  week  for  their  return  to  Bolton,  A  pro¬ 
clamation  was  not  thought  proper,  as  the  bu¬ 
ll  n  els  was  in  a  manner  confined  to  the  town 
of  Bofton.  I  therefore  thought  of  a  letter 
from  myfelf  to  the  juftices  of  Bofton,  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  drew  one  up,  wherein  i  recited  fuch 
part  of  your  Lordfhip’s  letter  as  related  to 
them,  and  their  bufmefs,  and  thereto  added 
injunctions,  and  admonitions  of  my  own.  I 
communicated  this  to  the  Council  bait  Wed- 
nefday,  propofing,  it  it  had  their  approba¬ 
tion,  to  call  the  juftices  together,  and  deliver 
it  to  them  by  word  of  mouth,  and  then  give 
them  copies  of  it.  But  though  no  exceptions 
were  taken  to  particulars,  the  whole  was  ob¬ 
jected  to  ftronglyfor  this  reafon;  that  if  they 
were  to  content  to  this  letter  they  jfhould  ap¬ 
pear  to  approve  of  the  cenfures  your  Lordfhip 

has 
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has  pafled  upon  the  town,  which  they  would 
not  admit  it  had  deferved.  I  told  them  that 
I  would  not  enter  into  an  argument  which 
might  tend  to  impeach  the  truth  or  jufticeof 
your  Lordfhip’s  letter,  but  I  obferved,  that 
both  of  them  were  very  defenfible,  being 
founded  upon  notorious  fails,  which  could 
not  be  denied  or  doubted. 

I  then  propofed  another  method  of  inform¬ 
ing  the  juftices  ;  which  was  to  call  the  jus¬ 
tices  together,  and  after  reading  fuch  part  of 
your  Lordfhip’s  letter  as  related  to  their  bu- 
iinefs,  to  give  them  a  general  admonition  con¬ 
cerning  their  future  conduit.  This  was  ob¬ 
jected  to,  for  that  an  admonition  implied  a  ven¬ 
ture.  This  I  anlwered  by  fhewing,  that  they 
did  really  deferve  cenfure,  and  by  declaring 
that  I  would  ufc  them  tenderly  in  that  reipeit. 
But  I  found  that  I  fhould  never  prevail  with 
the  Council  to  act  in  this  bufmefs  :  that  they 
would  not  advife  to  any  method  of  notifying, 
enjoining  or  enforcing  the  orders  contained 
in  your  Lordfhip’s  letter  5  and  that  I  could 
make  nothing  of  them  but  pa  [live  affociates. 
I  propofed,  therefore,  that  they  fhouid  meet 
in  the  Council  the  next  morning,  and  I  would 
of  my  own  accord,  and  without  their  advice, 
order  the  juftices  to  attend,  and  would  admo- 
nifh  them  as  I  had  before  propofed.  This 
was  at  length  affented  to  ;  though  not  with- 
out  one  gentleman’s  protefting  againft  it.  1 
ccordmgly  the  next  day  aflernbied  tlie  juf- 
ices,  and,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Council, 
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having  caufed  an  extract  of  your  Lordfhip’S 
letter  to  be  read,  I  entered  into  a  full  expla¬ 
nation  of  the  nature  of  their  office,  and  their 
duty  therein ;  and  avoiding  as  much  as  I  could 
cenluring  them  for  their  former  condudt,  I 
fhewed  what  would  be  expedted  of  them  for 
the  future ;  and  I  concluded,  that  if  they  had 
a  mind  to  retrieve  the  credit  of  the  town,  it 
was  not  to  be  done  by  denying  what  was  paft, 
but  by  regulating  what  was  to  come :  As 
foon  as  I  had  done,  a  gentleman  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  faid  aloud  he  liked  this  very  well ;  and  the 
juftices  feemed  fatisfied  with  this  proceeding; 
and  feveral  of  them  gave  aflurances  that  they 
would  do  the  belt  to  preferve  the  good  order 
of  the  town. 

Thefe  two  conferences  with  the  Council 
palled  with  good  humour ;  and  in  the  courfe 
of  them  I  had  an  opportunity  to  obferve  upon 
and  lament  the  fervility,  in  regard  to  the 
people,  with  which  the  bulinefs  of  Council 
was  now  done,  in  comparifon  to  what  it  ufed 
to  be.  This  was  not  denied;  and  one  gentle¬ 
man  faid,  that  he  did  not  now  enter  the 
Council  Chamber  with  that  free  mind  he  ufed 
but  he  liked  to  be  concerned  in 


nave ; 
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public  bulinefs,  and  did  not  chufe  to  quit  his 
place  in  the  Council,  and  therefore  mull  be 
content  to  hold  it  upon  inch  terms  as  he  could. 
So  fair  a  concellion  delerves  not  to  be  palled 
unnoticed.  But  I  Should  not  trouble  your 
Lordlhip  with  Such  trifling  anecdotes,  if  they 
did  not  leem  to  me  to  be  the  belt  method  to 
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convey  a  true  idea  of  the  prefent  date  of  this 
government,  and  to  point  out  the  chief  cauies 
of  its  deceale,  and  I  muft  myfelf  refort  to  the 
caufe  I  am  now  treating  of,  to  drew  why  I 
have  not  executed  the  King’s  commands  in 
as  full  a  manner  as  may  be  expedited  from 
me.  But,  my  Lord,  the  Council  themfelves 
have,  for  above  four  months  pad,  taken  great 
pains  to  diew  from  whence  the  imbecility  of 
this  government  ariles;  and  have  brought 
more  forcible  arguments,  than  any  one  elfe 
could  have  urged,  to  drew  how  neceflary  it 
is  become  that  the  King  ihould  have  the 
Council  Chamber  in  his  own  hands.  How 
this  can  be  done  may  be  a  quedion,  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  it  is  none. 

&  I  am,  with  great  refpeft,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordlhip’s  mod  obedient,  and  mod  humble 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  HilKborough.  J 
January  27,  1769. 


Governor  Bernard’s-  Letter  to  the  Lari  of 
HilHborough,  dated  Bojlon,  Noveinbei  14, 

1768. 

My  Lord, 

Come  now  to  confider  that  part  of  my 
■  orders  which  relates  to  the  refoiming  t  ie 
Bench  of  juftices  :  This  is  to.  be  done  \V 
two  ways,  firft,  by  ad.hng  now  )uft,ce. 
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pielent  Bench,  either  by  engaging  gentle* 
men  who  are  already  in  the  cwmmiffion  to 

-  tncrnlelves,  or  by  granting  new  com- 
nnffions  to  fit  perfons  who  will  undertake  to 

econdly,  by  removing  Inch  perfons  in 
ne  commiffion  who  are  known  to  be  infedted 
with  principles  of  dilaffedfioti  to  the  conlti- 
tutionai  authority  of  Parliament.  The  fir  it 
or  tnefe  is  practicable  in  both  its  branches  ; 

is  pielent  abfolutely  imprac- 
ticaole,  and  will  remain  fo  while  the  Council 

make  the  humouring  the  people  their  chief 
objed:. 

r  regai  d  <.0  the  firft  I  have  already  made 
:ome  a '•tempts  to  engage  feme  gentlemen  now 
m  the  commiffion  to  qualify  themfelves,  and 
ffiall  purfue  it :  And  notwithstanding  the  un¬ 
dertaking  is  very  difeouraging,  I  expedl  1 1 hall 
iiave  lome  fuccefs.  I  have  alfo  made  an  effay 
to  appoint  new  jufticcs  who  would  engage  to 
adt,  by  naming  one  very  fit  perfon.  It  was 
received  very  cooly  by  the  Council,  and  noon 
my  aiking  the  reafon,  I  was  told  he  was  not 
popular;  1  replied  that  if  he  had  been  I 
bnould  not  have  named  him.  As  he  was  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  in  every  other  refpedta  molt  un¬ 
exceptionable  man,  it  paffied  unanimoufly :  but 
if  gave  me  to  know  what  I  mull  expedl  if  I 
propofed  a  man  who  was  not  popular  againft 

w.  om  any  exception  could  be  taken.  But  I 
ihaJ  try  foon  again. 

As  lor  removing  perfons  for  their  enpofi- 
tion  to  the  authority  of  Parliament  by  means 
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of  a  Council,  the  majority  of  which  has  (in¬ 
directly  at  leaft)  avowed  the  fame  principles, 
and  now  appears  to  act  in  concert  with  that 
party  from  whence  the  oppofition  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  originated,  it  would  be  an  attempt  con¬ 
trary  to  all  rules  of  policy  and  prudence.  It 
would  require  to  be  done  by  a  public  enquiry, 
which  would  receive  all  the  obltruction  and 
embarrafiment  which  the  chicanery  of  law 
could  invent  ;  and,  if  after  all,  full  proof  of 
difaffeftion  to  the  authority  of  Parliament 
fhould  be  made,  it  would  be  declared  not  to 
be  relevant  to  infer  luch  a  cenfure.  It  would 
be  therefore  in  vain  to  attempt  to  punifh  dis¬ 
affection  to  the  authority  of  Parliament,  until 
the  criminality  is  better  eftablilhed  than  it  is 
at  prefen t.  To  fupport  this  conjefture  in 
what  manner  the  Council  would  aft  in  fuch 
a  proceeding,  I  need  only  refer  your  Lordfhip 
to  their  conduct  and  the  papers  they  have  pub- 
lifhed  within  thefe  two  months  laft  part. 

And  yet,  my  Lord,  I  would  not  infinuate 
that  we  have  no  fit  objefts  for  fuch  a  cenfure; 
the  Sons  of  Liberty  have  not  been  without 
magiftrates.  We  have  feen  justices  attending 
at  Liberty  Tree  ;  one  to  adminifter  an  oath 
to  the  Stamp-Mafter,  when  he  was  obliged 
to  fvvear  that  he  would  not  execute  his  office; 
another  to  perform  the  function  of  toaft- 
xnafter;  a  third,  but  lately,  to  confult  about 
fortifying  the  town ;  others  to  make  up  a 
proceffion  of  45  carriages  and  92  perfons  on 
the  14th  of  Augull  lalt.  All  thefe  are  in¬ 
cluded 
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eluded  in  two  lifts  which  your  Lordfhip  has, 
that  of  the  five  feledlmen  who  figned  the  cir¬ 
cular  letter  for  the  convention,  of  which  all 
but  the  firft  are  in  the  commiffion,  and  that 
of  the  eight  juftices  who  figned  the  refufal  to 
billet  the  foldiers.  Now  if  the  cenfure  of 
thefe  proceedings  fliould  produce  an  order  to 
me,  to  fuperfede  the  commifiions  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  it  would  be  a  trial  of  the  power 
of  the  Governor :  It  feems  at  prefent,  that 
the  Council  would  not  enable  me  to  execute 
fuch  an  order. 

It  is  a  great  defedt  in  this  government,  that 
the  King  has  no  power  over  the  commiftions, 
which  are  granted  in  his  name  and  under  his 
leal.  He  can  by  order  in  Council  difallow  a 
law  which  has  pafted  by  the  Governor,  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  :  but  yet 
he  cannot  fuperfede  a  commiffion  which  has 
been  granted  by  the  Governor  and  Council. 
And  yet  the  Council  of  this  province  is  as 
much  out  of  the  controul  of  the  King  as 
the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  is.  Wherefore 
it  feems  as  reafonable  that  the  King  fhould  be 
allowed  to  corredt  the  miftakes  of  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Council,  as  of  the  Governor,  Coun¬ 
cil,  and  Houfe.  As  it  is,  wThen  the  Go¬ 
vernor  has  once  let  the  King’s  feal  to  a 
commiffion,  it  is  for  ever  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  crown,  and  the  perlbn  who  has  obtained 
it  may  thenceforth  defy  the  King,  oppofe  his 
laws,  and  infult  his  government,  and  be  in 
no  danger  of  lofing  his  commiffion.  It  is 
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true,  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  of  Coun¬ 
cil,  can  fuperiede  him  ;  but  if  he  adts  in  a 
popular  caufe,  under  which  oppofition  to  go¬ 
vernment  finds  it  eafy  to  fheltei  licit,  the 
Council,  who  are  themfelves  the  creatures  of 
the  people,  will  never  join  with  the  Governor 
in  cenfuring  the  overflowings  of  Uuerty.  It 
may  be  faid,  that  the  Governor  fliould  tah~ 
care  not  to  appoint  any  one  whole  charadwi 
is  not  well  known.  But  the  Governor  does 
not  perfonally  know  half  of  thole  wnom  he 
appoints  to  offices  :  it  is  not  therefoie  in  his 
power  to  guard  againft  impolition,  let  him 
be  ever  fo  cautious.  Belides,  a  man  s  poli¬ 
tical  charadter  often  does  not  appear  till  he  is 
got  into  an  office,  and  thereby  held  ioun  to 
the  publick  :  Hence  it  is  not  unufual  tor  a 
perfon,  who  has  diftinguilhed  himfelf  in  po¬ 
litical  matters,  to  get  himfelf  recommended 
to  the  Governor,  as  a  man  well  difpoied  to 
government ;  and  as  loon  as  lac  nas  iccviw> 
his  commiffion,  to  declare  for  the  party  of  the 
fons  of  liberty.  The  Governor  may  relent 
the  impofition  as  he  pleafes ;  but  cannot  un¬ 
do  what  he  has  done.  Thus  the  commiiiions 
of  the  King,  like  his  cannon  upon  anotner 

occafion,  are  turned  againft  him. 

It  would  ferve  to  remedy  this,  abuic,  and 
ftrenmhcn  government,  if  the  King  was  cn- 
•  ablecf,  by  order  in  his  Privy  Council,  to  iu- 
perfede  commiiiions  granted  in  his  name  and 
under  his  leal,  when  they  fhall  appear  to  be 
granted  to  improper  pcrlons,  or  maue  me  m 
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for  improper  purpofes.  This  muft  be  done 
hy  aft  of  parliament ;  and  I  don’t  fee  the  im- 
piopi  iety  of  fuch  an  adt ;  it  feems  to  me  to 
oe  a  proper  power  to  be  veiled  in  the  crown  ; 
elpecially  at  a  time  when  the  crown  wants  to 
be  ftrengthened  by  all  legal  means  in  this 
country.  And  it  feems  that  it  would  be  bet¬ 
ter  to  be  done  by  a  general  a£t  than  a  partial 
one ;  for  fuch  a  power  may  be  wanted  in  the 
royal  governments,  notwithftanding  the  con- 
troul  the  King  has  over  the  Councils.  For 
it  is  very  poffible,  confidering  the  fpirit 
which  now  prevails,  that  even  a  Royal  Coun¬ 
cil  may  fupport  a  popular  magi  Urate  again  it 
the  intercft  of  the  crown.  And  if  the  Colo¬ 
nics  fhould  prevail  to  have  the  judges  com- 
miffions  during  good  behaviour,  which  fome 
of  them  are  now  very  earneft  about,  it  might 
be  proper  that  the  King  in  Council 'fhould  be 
impowered  to  judge  and  determine  upon  fuch 
milnehaviour  as  would  void  the  commiffion. 

But  this  will  not  be  neceffary,  if  the  gene¬ 
ral  inflrucfions  of  granting  no  commiffions 
but  during  pleafure  be  continued  and  ob- 
ferved ;  nor  will  it  be  neceffary  that  fuch  an 
aft  fhould  be  general ;  it  is  more  wanted  in 
this  government  than  in  all  the  others  toge¬ 
ther  :  and  even  here  the  defect  would  "be 
cured  by  a  Royal  Council. 

I  am,  with  great  refpedt,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordfhip  s  molt  obedient,  and  molt  huniDlc 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

The  Right  Honou  rable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  $ 

January  27,  1769. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Governor  Bernard  /<? 
the  Lari  of  Hdlfborough,  dated  Bojlon , 
November  30,  1768. 

.  „  Bofion^Nov.  30,  1768, 

My  Lord, 

e*  •  - 

I’  THINK  it  proper  to  inform  your  Lord- 
fhip  that  I  communicated  to  the  Council 
that  part  of  your  Lordfhip’s  letter,  No.  19, 
in  which  your  Lord  (hip  fignified  his  Majefty’s 
gracious  reception  of  the  Petition  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  which  I  tranfmitted  in  July  laft,  and  ad¬ 
ded,  that  the  Petition  with  my  reafoning  in 
fupport  of  it  would  have  full  confederation. 

Upon  which  Mr.  Bowdoin,  who  has  all. 
along  taken  the  lead  of  the  Council  in  their 
late  extraordinary  proceedings,  charged  me 
with  having  mifreprefented  the  purpofe  of 
their  petition,  by  taking  advantage  of  an  ex- 
prelfton  of  theirs,  “  drawing  a  revenue  from 
colonies/'  and  therefrom  inlinuating  that  their 
objection  lay  not  fo  much  againft  the  railing 
money,  as  the  carrying  it  out  of  the  country 
and  not  expending  it  here.  And  to  juftify 
this,  he  quoted  a  tranlitory  converfation  he 
had  with  me  on  the  day  of  the  public  com¬ 
mencement  at  the  College  in  July  laft.  I 
told  him  that  if  the  converfation  had  made 
fuch  an  imprelfton  upon  him,  it  was  a  pity 
he  had  not  mentioned  it  before,  whiift  my 

E  memory 
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,j  ;  memory  could  interpofe  in  my  behalf.  That 

at  this  dillance  of  time,  five  months,  I  could 
not  recoiled:  every  trifling  converfation  ;  for 
fuch  I  was  allured  this  was  from  his  report  of 
it.  But  I  could  be  certain  whether  I  had  or 
j  had  not  mifreprefen.ted  their  petition  by  in- 

fpefting  my  own  books.  And  before  I  looked 
ir  at  them  I  could  declare  that  I  had  not. 

My  letter  books  were  at  my  country  houfe, 
where  I  generally  write  all  my  letters.  As 
' ;  foon  as  I  got  at  them,  I  had  the  letter  in 

f  queftion.  No,  u,  July  16,  copied:  and  as 

|i  foon  as  I  returned  to  town,  I  read  that  part  of 

(  it  which  related  to  this  bufinefs  to  three  or 

four  of  the  Council  ;  and  I  let  two  of  them, 
and  the  Secretary,  read  the  whole  letter:  they 
were  greatly  furprifed  to  find  it  lo  very  clear  of 
Mr.  Bowdoin’s  charge  ;  at  the  next  Council 
.1  produced  the  letter  and  read  the  whole  paf- 
fage  referred  to  :  from  whence  it  appeared 
that  in  mentioning  the  prayer  of  their  peti¬ 
tion,  I  ufed  their  own  words  without  ad- 
i  ding  a  fmgle  word  of  my  own  ;  and  alfo  that 

the  argument  I  ufed  in  behalf  of  the  prayer 
went  againft  taxation  in  general,  more  than 
the  difpofal  of  the  money:  This  appeared 
fatisfadtory  to  the  whole  Council  except  Mr. 
Bowdoin.  But  he  Hill  perfifting  in  jultifying 
himfelf,  mentioned  fomethinp-  more  of  the 
converfation  referred  to,  which  explained  the 
whole,  and  (hewed  that  what  I  laid  upon  that 
occaiion  was  in  joke.  This  was  confirmed  by 

a  coun- 
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a  councellor,  who  recollected  that  on  that 
day,  being  a  day  of  feftivity,  I  did  joke  with 
tome  of  them  upon  their  petition,  to  the  fame 
purpofe  as  Mr.  Bowdoin  quoted,  but  in  terms 
that  one  could  not  have  imagined  could  have 
been  taken  ferioufly,  and  really  were  quite 
inoftenfive  to  every  one  elfe. 

This  is  a  very  trifling  matter  to  trouble  yonr 
Lordfhip  with :  but  it  has  already  been  the  fub- 
jeCt  of  debates  in  Council,  and  libels  in  the  news 
papers.  It  would  have  alfo  produced  a  for¬ 
mal  remonftrance  to  your  Lordfhip,  which  I 
am  told  was  actually  prepared  by  the  gentle¬ 
man  who  made  the  charge,  if  it  had  not  been 
prevented  by  mv  mo-kin^  communiCtitionsj 
which,  but  for  faving  trouble  to  your  Lord¬ 
fhip,  I  would  not  have  fubmitted  to.  But  it 
will  vent  itfelf  in  another  and  more  public 
way ;  of  which  I  lhall  be  able  to  give  your 
Lordlhip  an  account  in  a  few  days.  Your 
Lordfhip  may  depend  upon  it  that  my  in¬ 
formations  have  been  and  fhall  be  dictated  by 
the  fpirit  of  truth  and  candour  :  but  I  cannot 
make  faCts  other  than  they  are,  nor  can  I  ex- 
cufe  myfelf  communicating  fuch  oblervations 
and  reflections  as  occur  to  me,  and  appear  to 

be  material  to  the  fubjeCt. 

I  am,  with  great  refpeCt,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordfhin’s  mofl  obedient,  and  molt  humble 
fervant,  FRA.  BERNARD. 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough.  $ 

January  27,  1769. 

E  2  Copy 
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|  Copy  of  a  Letter  from.  Governor  Bernard  to 

the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  dated  Bo  ft  on, 
December  5,  1768. 

|  My  Lord,  Bofon,  Dec.  5,  1768. 

I  f  ^  E  Council  have  been  for  a  week 

riJ-  .  Pa^  preparing  petitions  to  the  two 
Hou  fes  of  Parliament  again  ft  the  American 
acfts  of  revenue,  that  is,  as  I  underftand, 
agamft  all  the  a<£ts  impofing  port  duties, 
j  They  lignified  their  intention  to  me,  and  de¬ 

filed  that  I  would  either  join  with  them  or  au- 
thorife  their  fitting  for  that  purpofe.  I  re¬ 
minded  them  that  I  had  refufed  to  be  con¬ 
cerned  in  this  bufinefs  in  July  laft,  and 
the  impropriety  of  this  meafure  was  much 
ftronger  now  than  then.'  I  added,  that  if 
they  would  be  advifed  by  me,  they  would 
not  purfue  this  intention j  which  could  do 
no  good,  and  might  turn  to  evil  ;  that  if 
fne  Parliament  was  difpofed  to  indulge 
the  Americans  in  another  repeal,  there  were 
petitions  enough  before  them  to  ground  it 
uP°n;  and  their  petition  at  beft  would  be 
but  a  makeweight ;  on  the  other  hand  it 
j  might  contain  fomething  that  might  give  of¬ 

fence,  and  add  to  the  ill  humour  which  I 
feared  already  prevailed  againft  this  province, 
j  But  all  this  and  more  had  no  effe<ft  :  the  mo¬ 

vers  of  this  Dufinefs  called  the  Council  to^e- 

ther 
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ther  feparately  from  the  Governor  in  the 
Council  Chamber,  according  to  the  new  me¬ 
thod,  for  which  they  apologized  in  the  peti¬ 
tion.  After  feveral  days  meeting  the  petition 
was  fettled  and  approved  :  Upon  which  there 
was  a  difpute  how  it  fhould  be  figned,  whe¬ 
ther  by  every  one  as  private  perfons,  as  in  the 
addrefs  to  General  Gage,  or  by  the  Prefident 
in  the  name  of  the  body  ;  in  which  latter 
cafe  they  muff  be  underftood  to  aft  as  the 
legiflative  Council,  there  being  no  Prefident 
of  the  Privy  Council  but  the  Governor. 
However  it  was  refolved  it  fhould  be  figned  in 
the  latter  way.  As  foon  as  I  learned  it  was 
finifhed  I  fent  for  Mr.  Danforth  the  Prefident, 
and  defired  to  fee  it :  he  went  and  procured  it 
lor  me.  I  found  it  was  figned  “  in  the  name 
and  by  the  order  of  a  majority  of  the  Council 
S.  Danforth.”  Mr.  Danforth  laid  lie  was 
not  prefent  when  this  manner  of  figning  was 
refolved  upon  ;  and  when  lie  fat  his  name  to 
it,  he  did  not  fet  the  word  “  Prefident  ”  after 
his  name  :  this  was  a  poor  excufe,  but  ferves 
to  fhow  how  little  free-agency  there  is  in  a 
bufmefs  of  this  kind.  He  alfo  added  that  if 
he  could  get  the  Council  to  meet  again,  he 
was  in  hopes  they  would  undo  this  bufmefs  : 
for  feveral  of  them  had  fignificd  their  difap- 
probation  of  it.  But  I  had  no  fuch  expec¬ 
tation  ;  for  the  Council  is  brought  under  fuch 
an  awe  of  their  conflituents  by  the  frequent 
removals  of  the  friends  of  government,  that 

there 
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there  is  very  little  exercife  for  private  judg¬ 
ment  in  popular  questions. 

If  by  the  majority  of  the  Council,  in  whofe 
name  the  Prefident  is  to  fign,  they  mean  a 
majority  of  the  whole  Board,  I  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  that  all  the  perfons  who  met  at  the 
feveral  meetings  upon  this  occaiion,  put  to¬ 
gether,  amount  to  the  number  twelve,  which 
is  the  majority  of  the  whole.  But  if  they 
mean  a  majority  of  thofe  prefent  when  the 
refolution  was  formed,  it  may  fall  very  fhort 
of  the  majority  of  the  body  ;  four  perfons  will 
make  a  majority  of  a  quorum  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil.  In  the  prefent  cafe  I  doubt  whether 
the  number  of  thofe  who  really  approved  of 
this  meafure  was  much  more  :  for  it  feemed 
to  be  rather  fubmitted  to  than  joined  in.  As 
for  the  petition  itfelf,  it  is  very  lengthy,  being 
fix  folio  pages,  but  has  nothing  new  in  it, 
nothing  I  believe,  but  what  is  to  be  found 
among  the  writings  of  the  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives.  It  differs  from  the  petition  to  the 
King  in  this  :  the  latter  carefully  avoids  all 
claim  of  right  againft  the  Parliament ;  this  is 
not  fo  clear  of  it  :  it  has  indeed  no  pofitive 
affertiojis  of  right,  but  feveral  intimations  of 
it  too  plain  to  be  unnoticed.  This  account  is 
taken  from  only  once  reading  it,  and  there¬ 
fore  nay  not  be  free  from  miltakes,  though  I 
believe  it  is  right  as  to  the  general  idea. 

I  am,  with  great  refped,  my  Lord,  your 
I  ordihip’s  moft  obedient,  and  moil  humble 
fervent,  F R A.  BE R N A R D . 

P.  S.  Since 
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P.  S.  Since  I  wrote  the  foregoing  I  have 
got  a  lift  of  the  gentlemen  who  pafTed  upon 
the  petition,  Mr.  Danforth,  Royal,  Erving, 
Bowdoin,  Hubbard,  Tyler,  Pitts,  Dexter. 
Upon  November  the  30th  they  agreed  upon 
the  petition  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  to 
be  figned  by  Mr.  Danforth,  asPrefident.  Of 
thefe  eight  I  have  been  informed  of  two  who 
wanted  to  have  it  undone,  and  I  can  fix  upon 
another  who,  I  dare  fay,  acquiefced  rather 

than  concurred. 

The  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough.  j 
January  27,  1769. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  General  Gage  to  the 
Earl  of  Hillfborough,  dated  Bcjlon>  Oc¬ 
tober  31,  1768. 


My  Lord, 

N  my  lafl  from  New- York,  I  had  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  acquaint  your  Lordfliip  of  my  in¬ 
tention  to  go  to  Bolton  5  I  arrived  here  on 
the  1 2th  inffant:  and  though  Lieutenant  Co- 

J  o 

lonel  Dalrymple  had  done  every  thing  in  his 
power  previous  to  my  arrival  to  procure  quar¬ 
ters  for  the  two  regiments  from  Halifax,  I 
found  one  of  thofe  regiments  encamped,  and 
the  other  lodged  in  the  Market-Hall. 

1  immediately  made  application  in  perfon 
to  the  Governor  in  Council,  that  the  troops 
might  have  quarters  in  tiie  public  houfes,  as 

far 
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far  as  they  could  he  accommodated  therein,, 
and  that  ordeis  might  be  given  for  that  pur— 
pole  to  the  inferior  magillrates :  and  that  out- 
houl.es,  ccc.  might  be  prepared  for  the  re¬ 
mained.  ;  to  which  I  begged  a  decilive  an— 
Iwcr,  that  I  might  fail  upon  meafures  to  put 
the  troops  under  cover,  as  the  winter  ap¬ 
proached. 

I  loon  round  that  the  Council  had  put  a 
contdrudion  upon  the  mutiny-ad:  for  North- 
America,  which  rendered  it  of  no  effed  for 
tne  purpofes  of  marching  and  quartering  the 
troops,  viz.  “  That  whatever  place  in  aVo- 
vince  the  Ivmg  s  troops  fhould  be  ordered 
to,  they  could  not  be  quartered  in  that 
place  till  all  the  barracks  in  the  province, 
“  however  diftant  from  it,  were  firtt  filled 
“  with  troops  •”  from  thence  the  Council 
inferred,  that  no  quarters  could  be  had  in  the 


town,  tul  the  bairacKS  in  Caldle-Itland  were 
filled ;  and  further,  that  the  bufinefs  of 
quartering  did  not  come  properly  before 
them,  but  in  the  laid  infdance,  when  not  only 
the  barracks  in  queftion,  but  alfo  the  public 
homes  lliouid  De  idled  with  troops,  which 
belonged  to  the  magifdrates  'to  do,"  and  was 
an  affan  that  did  not  belong  to  them  :  It  was 
in  vain  to  fet  forth  that  the  barracks  in  Caldle- 


Ifland  would  be  occupied  by  the  troops  ex- 
peded  from  Ireland,  or  to  urge  the  ablurdity 
of  a  conftrudion  of  the  Add  of  Parliament, 
which  annihilated  the  add ;  as  it  abfolutely 
impeded  the  march  of  the  troops  through 
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the  province,  as  well  as  the  King’s  right  to 
order  his  troops  to  any  town  or  village  where 
his  fervice  might  require  them  to  be  ordered 

to. 

The  next  ftep  to  be  taken  was  to  make  ap¬ 
plication  to  the  magiftrates,  to  quarter  the 
troops  in  the  public  houfes  ;  and  a  queftion 
arofe,  who  were  the  magiftrates  ?  The  feleft- 
men  refuled  being  concerned,  and  declared 
they  were  not  magiftrates,  which  was  agreed 
to;  and  it  then  became  neceftary  to  apply  to 
the  juftices  of  the  peace,  the  difficulty  then 
was,  to  find  any  of  the  juftices  who  would 


ad:  in  the  bufinefs  of  bil letting,  and  fome  of 


them  were  to  be  tried,  who  crave  alfurances 

y  o 


of  their  readinefs  to  carry  on  the  King’s  fer¬ 


vice,  but  laid  it  was  hard  that  they  only 
fthould  be  pitched  upon  for  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking,  and  to  become  the  objects  of  public 
odium,  when  there  were  fo  many  more  juftices 
in  the  town,  to  take  their  fhare  of  it.  T 'his  • 
produced  a  refolution  to  alienable  all  the  juft 
tices  of  the  town,  and  I  attended  Governor 
Bernard  to  their  meeting,  where  he  required  it 
of  them  conjunftly,  and  of  each  lap. irately, 
to  billet  the  troops  in  the  public  houles,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  aft  of  Parliament :  they  delired 
time  to  conlidcr  of  a  meat  lire  which  they  laid, 
mult  be  very  difagreeable  to  the  people,  and 
might  be  attended  with  bad  confequences. 
After  fome  days  conlideration,  they  returned 
for  anlwer,  that  the  aft  did  no  *.  require  them 
to  quarter  troops,  or  words  to  tha:  efteft. 
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'»  *  *  * 

I  relate  the  above  tranfadtions  to  yourLord- 

thip,  in  a  fummary  way,  leaving  it  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard  to  tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip, 
the  particular  refolves  of  his  Council  at  their 
feveral  meetings  on  the  fubjedt  of  providing 
quarters,  as  well  as  a  copy  of  the  refolution  of 
the  jutlices  upon  the  famefuhjedt. 

There  was  no  difappointment  in  the  bad 
fuccefs  of  thefe  feveral  applications ;  it  was 
known  before  hand  that  they  would  have  no 
effedt ;  but  it  was  proper  to  try,  to  get  the 
laws  enforced.  Governor  Bernard  therefore 
agreed  in  the  neceffity  of  making  prepara¬ 
tions  to  put  the  troops  under  cover,  by  hiring 
of  empty  houfes,  or  other  buildings  proper 
for  the  purpofe  ;  and  that  a  particular  ac¬ 
count  thould  be  kept  of  the  expence  incurred 
therein,  as  alfo  of  all  neCelfaries  required  in 
quartering,  that  the  Governor  may  require  a 
reimburfement  of  the  fame  from  the  firft  af- 
fembly  that  fhall  be  fummoned  to  meet.  But 
as  it  may  be  uncertain  where  the  expence  will 
fall  in  the  end,  I  have  endeavoured  to  have 
every  thing  prepared,  with  as  much  frugality 
as  poffible,  and  the  King’s  barrack  matter  is 
ordered  to  repair  here  from  Halifax,  with  all 
the  fpare  bedding  and  utenfils  in  thofe  ftores, 
and  a  large  quantity  of  coals,  carried  thither 
by  the  troops  fromLouitbourg. 

The  Council,  after  fome  time,  gave  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard  a  power  over  the  barracks  at 
Cattle  Itland,  as  well  as  over  a  public  build- 
ins;  in  the  town,  called  the  Manufadtory 

Houle. 
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Houfe.  The  barracks  are  faid  to  have  been 
built  to  hold  one  thoufand  men;  but  I  find 
they  were  only  temporary  lodgments  for 
foldiers  during  the  laft  war,  before  they  em¬ 
barked,  and  the  fhort  time  they  ftaid  made  it 
immaterial  whether  they  were  crowded  or 
not.  I  find,  upon  examination,  they  will 
not  hold  above  one  regiment,  upon  the  pre¬ 
lent  eftablifhment,  and  that  by  putting  twelve 
men  in  a  room  of  18  feet  fquare.  As  for  the 
Manufadtory  Houfe,  there  are  people  in  it, 
who  have  been  fpirited  up  to  maintain  pol- 
feffion  ;  and  fome  mealures  were  taken,  tho’ 
without  eftedt,  to  remove  them,  which  occa- 
fioned  a  littte  diflurbance  of  no  confequence; 
and  only  ferved  to  fhow  a  moft  obftinate  fpi- 
rit  of  oppofition  to  every  meafure  of  govern¬ 
ment.  When  the  regiments  arrive  from  Ire¬ 
land,  one  of  them  will  be  quartered  in  the 
barracks  in  Caftle  Iiland,  and  the  other  muff 
be  lodged  in  the  town,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  two  regiments  from  Halifax. 

Caftle  William  remains  garrifoned  by  the 
company  kept  up  by  the  province  ;  and  I  find 
there  is  a  provincial  military  eftablifhment 
fupported  there,  under  the  command  of  the 
Governor,  of  fome  life  and  emolument  to 
him  and  the  Lieutenant  Governor  ;  upon 
that  account,  and  not  feeing  any  abfolute  ne~ 
ceflity  for  it,  I  have  not  interfered  in  any 
matters  concerning  the  Fort,  or  infilled  on 
putting  a  garrifon  of  the  King's  troops  into  it. 
But  if  the  King  Ihould  incline  to  make  any 
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alteration  in  the  difpofition  of  his  forces,  by 
Rationing  one  or  two  regiments  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  for  the  time  to  come,  his  Majelty  may 
think  it  right  to  put  Caftle  William  into  the 
poll',  ffion  of  his  own  troops ;  but  as  in  that 
cafe,  I  apprehend,  the  province  would  grant 
no  funds  to  maintain  it,  the  expence  thereof 
would  fall  upon  the  crown.  The  Fort  may 
be  made  to  contain  two  or  three  companies 
of  foot,  and  a  detachment  of  the  royal  regi¬ 
ment  of  artillery;  but  as  for  the  barracks 
near  it,  fituated  on  a  fmall  ifland,  where  there 
is  not  room  for  troops  to  move,  and  at  fuch  a 
difbance  from  the  town  of  Bofton,  they  will 
not  anfwer  any  defign  or  purpofe  of  flation- 
ing  troops  there  for  the  fervice  of  the  town. 
And  if  any  number  of  troops  fhould  be  fixed 
in  this  province,  I  would  take  the  liberty  to 
propofe,  that  barracks  fhould  be  built  for 
them  within  the  town,  on  a  vacant  fpot  called 
Fort-Hill,  an  advantageous  fituation,  whereon 
a  fort  formerly  flood  ;  and  Governor  Bernard 
tells  me  it  belongs  to  the  Crown.  A  new 
fort  may  hereafter  be  eredled  there,  if  his 
Majefty’s  affairs  fhould  require  it.  Every  art 
and  evafion  has  been  tried  by  the  major  part  of 
the  people  of  every  degree,  to  force  the  troops 
to  quit  the  town  for  want  of  quarters,  whilft 
thole  who  may  have  a  died,  or  made  known 
their  fentiments,  in  favour  of  government, 
declared  they  durft  not  Hay  in  the  town,  but 
mufl  remove  with  their  families  and  efieeis, 
if  the  troops  fhould  leave  it.  When  the 
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iioufes  were  ready  to  receive  the  troops,  the 
officers  were  threatened  with  the  claufe  of 
the  mutiny  aft  againft  officers,  who  prefume 
to  take  upon  themfelves  to  quarter  troops, 
&c.  and  to  prevent  their  being  put  to  any 
trouble  on  that  account  by  perverting  the  act 
ill  that  particular,  as  had  been  done  in  fo 
many  others.  Governor  Bernard  gave  a  par¬ 
ticular  warrant  to  a  commiflary,  againft 
whom  no  aftion  could  lie,  to  quarter  the  fol- 
diers  in  the  houles  fitted  up  for  their  reception. 
I  would  take  the  liberty,  my  Lord,  to  re- 
prefent,  that  the  claufe  in  queftion  is  by  no 
means  calculated  for  the  circumftances  of 
this  country,  where  every  man  ftudies  law, 
and  interprets  the  laws  as  fuits  his  purpofes, 
and  where  the  meafures  of  government  are 
oppofed  by  every  evafion  and  chicane  that  can 
be  devifed.  An  officer  of  rank  and  longfer- 
vice  may  be  cafhiered  by  the  management  of 
two  juftices  of  the  peace,  the  beftof  them  the 
keeper  of  a  paltry  tavern,  who  fhall  find  eva- 
fions  to  difobey  theclaufes  of  the  mutiny  aft, 
which  they  diilike,  and  to  prevent  the  fenfe 
and  meaning  of  others  to  ferve  their  defigns 
againft  him,  and  unhappily  it  might  be  found 
in  fome  places,  that  thole  who  ihould  reverie 
iniquitous  conviftions  of  juftices  of  the  peace, 
were  no  better  than  the  juftices  who  Ihould 
have  granted  the  certificates  of  conviftion.  I 
troubled  his  Majefty’s  Secretary  at  War  fome 
time  ago  with  fome  very  unwarrantable  pro¬ 
ceedings  aaamft  an  officer  on  account  of  the 
00  claufe 
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claufe  in  queftion,  which  happened  to  the 
fouthward. 

After  other  methods  had  been  tried  to  get 
the  troops  away,  I  received  an  addrefs  from 
a  number  of  gentlemen,  members  of  the 
Council,  in  which  they  aim  at  juftifying  the 
people  againft  many  mifreprefentations  of 
their  conduct,  blaming  the  commiffioners  of 
his  Majefty’s  cuftoms,  and  begging  the  troops 
may  be  withdrawn  from  the  town.  I  have 
the  honour  to  tranfmit  your  Lordfhip  the 
addrefs  and  anfwer  thereto. 

Thofe  who  would  juftify  or  rather  palliate 
the  proceedings  of  the  people  here,  complain, 
that  they  have  been  grofly  mifreprefented, 
and  every  little  difturbance  that  has  hap¬ 
pened,  been  magnified  into  dangerous  riots  ; 
that  the  difturbance  in  March  was  trifling, 
that  of  the  iothof  June  was  cccafioned  folely 
by  the  imprudence  of  the  commiffioners  : 

they  excufe  the  refolves  made  at  the  town 
«*■ 

meetings,  by  attributing  them  only  to  the  ex¬ 
travagance  of  a  few  mad  people,  and  aver  that 
the  convention  was  called  with  no  other  in¬ 
tent  than  to  take  proper  meafures  to  preferve 
the  peace  and  tranquility  of  the  province. 

I  am  to  obferve  upon  the  above,  that  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  beft  information  I  have  been  able 
to  procure,  the  difturbance  in  March  was  tri¬ 
fling,  that  confidering  what  had  happened 
refpeding  feizures,  the  commiffioners  of  the 
cuftoms  had  reafon  to  ad:  as  they  did,  refped- 
ing  the  feizure  which  occafioned  the  riots  on 

the 
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the  ioth  of  June,  which  was  confiderable ; 
and  though  I  do  not  find  that  they  were,  at 
that  time  perfonally  attacked,  yet  the  affault 
upon  fome  of  their  officers,  and  the  threats 
daily  thrown  out  againft  themfelves,  was  cer¬ 
tainly  a  fufficient  reafon  to  make  them  ap- 
prehenfive  of  danger  to  their  own  perfons. 
Whether  any  harm  would  have  actually  hap¬ 
pened  to  them,  had  they  remained  in  the 
town,  it  is  not  poffible  to  judge.  With  re- 
fpedt  to  the  refolves  procured  by  fome  mad 
people  at  the  town  meetings,  thofe  mad  peo¬ 
ple  have  governed  the  town  and  influenced 
the  province,  a  very  long  time;  and  after 
publifhing  their  very  dangerous  refolves,  in 
the  town  meeting  of  September  laft,  carried 
the  motion  for  convening  deputies  from  the 
feveral  towns  ;  and  the  deputies  convened 
accordingly.  I  (hall  only  obferve  on  this  that 
their  intentions  were  fufpicious,  and  that  I 
am  happy  the  troops  from  Halifax  arrived  at 
the  time  they  did. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  are  ftill 
in  Caftle-William,  and  upon  being  aiked 
about  their  return  to  Bolton,  one  of  them 
faid,  there  were  troops  now  to  fupport  them, 
but  defired  to  know  if  there  was  any,  or  what 
civil  officer,  who  would  undertake  to  afk  the 
affiftance  of  the  troops,  if  there  fhould  be 
occafion  for  it.  The  Governor  and  Lieute¬ 
nant  Governor  were  prefent,  but  neither 
could  be  anfwerable  that  any  civil  officerwould 
undertake  it. 
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Your  Lordfinip  will  naturally  imagine  that 
lince  the  troops  are  here  to  fupport  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  government,  and  a  due  exertion  cf 
the  laws,  that  the  powers  of  government  are 
reverted  into  the  hands,  where  the  constitu¬ 
tion  has  placed  them,  and  that  the  civil  of¬ 
ficers  would  immediately  avail  themfelves  of 
fo  good  an  opportunity  to  reftore  affairs  to 
their  proper  order,  and  put  the  laws  in  exe¬ 
cution  againft  thole  who  fhould  dare  to  vio¬ 
late  them  :  this  is  not  yet  the  cafe,  and  it  is 
plainly  feen,  even  amongft  the  few  magistrates 
of  whom  it  is  laid  that  they  have  a  real  with 
and  defire  to  fupport  government  and  do  their 
duty,  that  there  is  a  fear  of  afting  contrary  to 
the  general  fentiments  of  their  fellow  citizens, 
and  a  defire  to  maintain  a  certain  degree  of 
popularity  amonglt  them,  which  prevents 
them  from  being  particular  in  the  execution 
of  their  offices.  All  now  hoped  for  is,  that 
things  being  in  a  more  quiet  State  than  they 
were,  the  violent  temper  of  the  people  will 
abate  in  a  little  time,  and  their  minds  be 
more  compofed,  when  the  magiftrates  may 
do  their  duty  with  lefs  fear  of  becoming  ob¬ 
noxious  to  tlie  people ;  the  town  has  been 
under  a  kind  of  democratical  defpotifm  for  a 
considerable  time,  and  it  has  not  been  faSe  lor 
people  to  aft  or  Speak  contrary  to  the  Senti¬ 
ments  of  the  ruling  demagogues  ;  and  iur- 
prifing  as  it  may  appear,  thole  fears  are  not 
vet  annihilated. 

If 
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If  it  is  afked,  why  the  Governor  does  not  turn 
all  the  juftices  of  peace  out  of  commiffion, 
and  put  others  in,  who  will  do  their  duty?  It  is 
anfwered,  that  the  Governor  can  neither  ap¬ 
point  new  juftices,  or  turn  them  out,  but  by 
confent  of  Council;  and  that  the  Council 
oppofes  every  thing  propofed  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  for  the  fervice  of  Government,  that  is 
unpopular. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  your  Lordlhip 
will  conclude,  that  there  is  no  Government  in 
Bofton,  there  is,  in  truth,  very  little  at  pre- 
fent,  and  the  conftitution  of  this  province 
leans  fo  much  to  the  fide  of  democracy,  that 
the  Governor  has  not  the  power  to  remedy 
the  diforders  which  happen  in  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  greateft 
refpect,  regard,  and  eftecm,  my  Lord,  your 
Lordftiip’s  moft  obedient  and  moft  humble 
fervant, 

T  II  O.  GAGE. 


***  Of  the  many  letters  written  fince  January  1768,  by 
Governor  Bernard  to  the  Minifhry,  the  Council  have  re¬ 
ceived  copies  of  the  foregoing  Six  only.  His  other  letters 
are  laid  to  contain  high  charges  again  If,  and  grofs  mifre- 
prefentations  of  his  Maj  city’s  molt  dutiful  and  loyal  fub- 
jeds,  the  people  of  this  province. 

From  the  juftice  of  adminiltration  ic  is  expected  the  Two 
Houfes  of  Affembly  will  receive  authenticated  copies  of  the 
faid  letters,  and  of  all  papers  laid  before  Parliament,  or 
lent  to  the  Miniftry,  affeding  the  character  and  interefts  of 
the  province. 
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LETTERS  from  the  COUNCIL  of 
the  Province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay ,  in  vin¬ 
dication  of  themfelves  and  the  Province, 
againft  the  calumnies  and  mifreprefen- 
tations  of  his  Excellency  Francis 
Bernard,  Efq;  Governor  of  the  faid 
Province. 


! To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough. 

Province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay , 

B  oft  on ,  April  15,  1769.  5 


My  Lord, 

/"TT^  H  E  Council  having  received  from  Mr. 

jj  Bollan  authenticated  copies  of  fix 
letters  from  Governor  Bernard  to  your  Lord- 
fhip,  containing  many  unjuft  reflections  upon 
the  Council,  and  divers  mifreprefentations  of 
their  condudf,  and  alfo  manifefting  his  ear- 
neft  wifti  and  endeavours  to  bring  about  an 
alteration  in  the  civil  government  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  We  are  obliged  in  juftice  to  ourfelves 
and  the  province,  to  addrels  your  Lordfhip  on 
the  fubjedf-matter  of  thofe  letters,  and  pray 
your  candid  attention  to  what  we  have  now 
the  honour  to  write  to  your  Lordfhip. 

In 
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In  the  firft  of  the  faid  letters,  dated  No¬ 
vember  i,  1768,  Governor  Bernard  informs 
your  Lordfhip  he  now  proceeds  to  conclude 
his  narrative  of  his  endeavours  to  get  quarters 
for  the  King’s  troops. 

The  preceding  part  of  this  narrative  we 
have  not  feen ;  but  if  there  be  in  it  the  fame 
want  of  candour,  as  is  difcoverable  in  the 
concluding  part,  contained  in  the  faid  letter, 
it  is  neceffary,  for  your  Lordfliip’s  right  in¬ 
formation,  to  give  you  our  narrative  on  the 
fame  fubjedt ;  which  we  (hall  do  as  fummarily 
as  may  be. 

On  the  19th  of  September,  the  Governor 
called  the  Council,  and  communicated  to 
them  a  part  of  your  Lordfliip’s  letter  of  the 
30th  of  July,  informing  them  of  two  regi¬ 
ments  being  ordered  to  Bofton,  from  Ire¬ 
land  ;  and  alfo  communicated  a  letter  from 
General  Gage,  of  the  12th  of  September,  in¬ 
forming  of  two  other  regiments  being  or¬ 
dered  from  Halifax,  one  of  them  to  Caftle- 
William,  and  the  other  to  the  town  ;  both 
letters  required  that  quarters  be  prepared  ior 
their  reception. 

The  Halifax  regiments  being  firft  expected, 
the  Council  immediately  advifed,  that  the 
barracks  at  Caftle-William  fhould  be  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  regiment  ordered  there:  and 
with  regard  to  the  other,  as  it  was  an  af¬ 
fair  that  more  immediately  concerned  the 
town  of  Bofton,  they  thought  it  advifeable  to 
appoint  a  committee  to  confer  on  it  with  tne 

G  2  feledt- 


it  II 


I  t  It 


X'! 


(  46  ) 

feledhnen  j  who,  on  the  conference,  very 
juftly  obferved,  that  by  Adt  of  Parliament  it 
was  made  unlawful  to  take  any  meafures  for 
quartering  troops  till  the  faid  barracks  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  province  were  full  :  and  they 
faid  they  could  do  nothing  in  the  affair.  This 
being  reported  to  the  Governor  in  Council, 
on  the  2 2d  he  propofed  to  the  Council  that  a 
houfe  in  the  town,  called  the  Manufaftory- 
Houfe,  fhould  be  fitted  up  for  the  reception 
of  the  troops  :  but  it  was  objected  that  the 
Add  of  Parliament  had,  in  a  very  particular 
manner,  directed  the  procefs  in  quartering  j 
and  that  it  was  not  in  the  power  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  that  direction. 

• - The  Governor  however  ftrongly  urged 

them  to  it,  and  was  very  angry  becaufe  they 
declined  adding  contrary  to  Add  of  Parliament. 
The  Council  defired  an  adjournment,  that 
they  might  give  him  a  written  anfwer  to  his 
propolal ;  which,  after  repeated  refufals,  he 
at  length  granted. —On  the  24th  they  waited 
on  the  Governor,  and  delivered  to  him  their 
anfwer. — He  propofed  an  alteration  in  it, 
which  they  were  then  for  confidering ;  but 
he  faid  they  might  do  it  on  Monday  morning 
the  26th,  and,  without  the  formality  of  ano¬ 
ther  meeting  with  him,  deliver  the  anfwer  to 
the  fecretary.-*-It  was  done  accordingly,  and 
the  anfwer  delivered  at  that  time  to  the 
deputy- fecretary,  the  fecretary  himfelf  not 
being  at  his  office. — Thefe  circumflances  are 
fo  minutely  mentioned,  becaufe  the  Governor 

took 
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:ook  great  offence  at  the  Council’s  ordering 
:heir  laid  anfwer  to  he  publiflred  in  one  of  the 
lews-papers  of  that  day ;  and  laid  lie  lhould 
•eprefent  to  your  Lordihip  the  indignity  of- 
:ered  him,  by  the  Council’s  publishing  their 
infwer  before  it  was  prefented  to  him.  But 
/our  Lordihip  will  perceive  from  the  fore¬ 
going  account,  which  contains  the  true  date  of 
die  fad,  that  the  anfwer  was  prefented  to  the 
Governor  two  days  before  the  publi thing  of 
it ;  and  that  the  circumftances  posterior  to  its 
being  prefented  were  quite  immaterial,  even 
in  the  estimation  of  the  Governor  himfelf. 

In  the  debate  on  the  fore-mentioned  pro- 
pofal  it  was  laid  by  one  gentleman,  that 
Caftle- William  being  part  of  the  town  of 
Bolton,  it  would  comport  with  the  requisition 
for  quartering,  to  quarter  both  the  regiments 

at  the  Caftle.- - Though  this  was  cafually 

faid,  and  no  ftrefs  laid  upon  it,  and  was  not 
adopted  by  the  Council,  the  Governor,  not¬ 
withstanding,  reprefented  it  to  the  command¬ 


ing  officer  of  the  regiments,  as  the  reafon 


of  the  Council’s  not  agreeing  to  his  propoial : 
and  it  is  poSTible  he  may  have  made  the  fame 
reprefentation  to  your  Lordship.  But  your 
LordShip  will  pleal'e  to  judge  of  the  reafons 
the  Council  proceeded  upon,  by  what  is  con¬ 
tained  in  their  anfwer  aSorefaid,  and  by  no¬ 
thing  elfe  ;  which  anfwer,  it  appears  by  the 
printed  votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
was,  with  other  papers,  laid  before  that  Houfe 
the  27th  of  November  laft  ;  it  being  there 
/  '  called 
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Minutes  of  Council,  the  26th  September 
1768,  extra  Bed from  the  Bojlon  Gazette ,”  and 
was  inclofed  in  Governor  Bernard’s  letter  to 
your  Lordfhip  ot  that  date,  as  may  be  feeninthe 
\  otes  page  79  and  No.  54,  of  the  faid  papers. 
Thele  minutes  are  mentioned  as  extracted 
from  the  Bojlon  Gazette  :  by  which  it  feems 
the  Governor  reprefented  to  your  Lordfhip 
that  tiie  anfwer  was  publifhed"  before  it  was 
prefented  to  him  :  and  it  being  faid  to  be  ex¬ 
tracted  from  the  Bojlon  Gazette ,  which  the 
Governor  ftiles  a  mod:  infamous  paper,  feems 
intended  to  refled:  fome  infamy  on  the  anfwer. 
But  the  truth  is,  it  was  firil  publiihed  in  the 
Mqfjachufetts  Gazette,  (authorized  by  the 
Governor  and  Council)  and  from  thence 
taken  into  all  the  other  Bofton  news-papers. 

On  the  29th  of  September  a  Council  was 
held  at  Caftle- William,  Captain  Smith,  Com¬ 
manding  Officer  of  the  Sea  Armament,  and 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Dalrymple,  of  the  troops, 

being  deflred  by  the  Governor  to  attend. - 

TheGovernor  informed  thofe gentlemen  what 
had  been  the  refolutions  of  the  Council  with 
regard  to  quartering  the  faid  troops,  and  what 
he  was  pleafed  to  call  the  reafon  of  the  refo¬ 
lutions,  viz.  That  the  Caftle  being  in  the 
town  of  Bofton,  the  Council  declined  provi¬ 
ding  quarters  for  the  troops,  before  the  bar¬ 
racks  at  the  Caftle  were  full. 

It  appears  above  that  the  Governor  had  no 
foundation  for  faying  the  proceeding  of  the 
Council  was  grounded  on  the  reafon  lie  men¬ 
tioned  : 
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:Ioned  :  and  he  had  not  the  candour  and 
uftice  to  inform  the  laid  Gentlemen  of  the 
written  anfwer  aforefaid,  containing  the  true 
•eafon  of  the  proceeding,  and  of  which  the 
Council  informed  them. 

Colonel  Dalrymple  acquainted  the  Board 
that  his  orders  from  the  Commander  in  Chief 
were,  that  one  of  the  regiments  now  arrived 
fhould  be  quartered  in  the  town  of  Bofton, 
and  that  he  could  not  confider  Caftle-lfland 
to  be  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  within  the  in¬ 
tention  of  his  orders  ;  that  he  could  not  him- 
felf  depart  from  the  faid  orders,  and  that  he 
now  made  a  requilition  for  quarters  accord¬ 
ingly.  Whereupon  (after  the  laid  gentle¬ 
men  had  retired)  his  Excellency  deiired  that 
the  Board  would  re-conlider  the  propofal  lie 
had  before  made  them,  of  fitting  up  the  Ma- 
nufaftory-Houfe  as  barracks  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  Col.  Dairy  tuple's  regiment,  which  is 
the  regiment  deftined  for  the  town,  in  cafe 
it  can  be  done  at  the  expence  of  the  Crown  > 
and  in  cafe  they  fhould  adhere  to  their  former 
refolution,  that  they  would  affign  their  reafons 

therefor.  _  _ 

The  Governor  was  immediately  told  t!ie 

aft  of  Parliament  obliged  them  to  adhere  to 
their  former  refolutions.  Whereupon,  with 
fuch  as  fpoke  on  theoccafion,  lie  entered  into 
an  angry  difpute,  and  began  to  take  minutes 
of  what  they  faid  in  aniwer  to  him,  in  order 
that  he  might  reprefent  it  to  Adminiftration 
at  home. 

ft  his 
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This  was  objedled  to  as  an  unfair  way  of 
proceeding,  and  he  was  told  if  he  wanted  a 
fuller  anfwer  than  what  had  already  been 
given,  he  fhould  have  it  in  writing,  if  he 
would  give  opportunity  for  it.  But  this  was 
refufed,  and  he  infilled  on  our  immediate 
anfwer.  Accordingly  an  anfwer  was  agreed 
on,  and  given  to  him,  and  was  inclofed  in 
the  Governor’s  letter  to  your  Lordfhip,  dated 
Oober  i,  1768,  as  may  befeen  by  the  printed 
votes.  No.  56,  of  the  faid  papers. 

We  are  forry  to  have  any  reafon  to  com¬ 
plain  that  in  the  whole  of  this  affair  the  con¬ 
duit  of  the  Governor  was  arbitrary,  and  un¬ 
becoming  the  dignity  of  his  Ifation. 

On  the  3d  of  OdoberCol.  Dalrymple  being 
admitted  with  Capt.  Smith  before  the  Board^ 
took  occalion  to  explain  the  intention  of  his 
requifition  by  letter,  viz.  That  as  the  Board 
could  not  think  themfelves  authorifed  to  pro¬ 
vide  barracks  in  the  town,  inafmuch  as  bar¬ 
racks  had  already  been  provided  by  the  Go¬ 
vernment  at  Caftle-William,  he"  had  en¬ 
camped  tome  of  his  troops,  and  was  provi¬ 
ding  barracks  for  the  reft  in  the  town :  fo  that 
he  conftdeied  all  as  in  barracks,  and  demanded 
barrack  provifions,  agreeable  to  aft  of  Par¬ 
liament.  W  hereupon  his  Excellency  moved 
to  the  board  tnat  they  would  appoint  fome 
luitable  perfon  to  make  fuch  provilion. 

1  he  Council  defired  time  to  conlider,  and 
give  an  anfwer  to  his  motion  :  but  the  Go¬ 


vernor 
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vernor  refafed  it,  infilling  on  the  anfwer  im¬ 
mediately. 

However,  after  repeated  felicitations  and 
much  altercation,  the  Governor  adjourned 
the  Board  to  Wednefday  October  5,  when 
they  gave  him  an  anfwer ;  copy  whereof  (as 
appears  by  the  forementioned  printed  votes) 
was  inclofed  to  your  Lordlhip  in  the  Gover¬ 
nor’s  letter  of  that  date. 

Part  of  the  laid  anfwer  runs  thus,  “  Ad- 
viled,  that  agreeable  to  his  Excellency’s  mo¬ 
tion,  one  or  more  perfon  or  perfons  be  autho¬ 
rized  and  appointed  to  furnilh  and  fupply  the 
officers  and  foldiers,  put  and  placed  in  the 
barracks,  with  fire,  candles,  &c.  as  particu¬ 
larly  mentioned  in  the  aft  of  parliament : 
provided  the  perfon  or  perfons  fo  to  be  autho¬ 
rized  and  appointed  will  take  the  riik  of  the 
province’s  paying  to  him  or  them  all  fuch 
fum  or  fums  of  money  fo  by  them  paid,  laid 
out,  or  expended  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid.” 

The  Governor  faid  that  this  provifo  de¬ 
feated  the  purpofe  of  the  advice,  and  was  in¬ 
tended  to  defeat  it,  as  every  one  mult  be 
well  afliired,  that  no  perfon  would  undertake 
to  advance  money  at  fuch  a  riik.  His  Ex¬ 
cellency  was  told,  that  without  fuch  a  pro¬ 
vifo  an  undertaker  would  have  an  equitable, 
if  not  a  legal  demand  on  the  Council,  to 
make  good  all  damages,  in  cafe  the  Gene¬ 
ral  Court  fhould  refute  to  repay  him  the 
money  advanced — That  it  would  be  unrea¬ 
sonable  to  expeft  the  Council  would  fife j eft 
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themfelves  to  fuch  a  demand ;  and  that  in 
cafe  they  were  not  fubjefted  by  law,  it  would 
be  deceiving  the  undertaker,  and  be  a  mani- 
feft  aft  of  injuftice  not  to  inform  him  of  the 
rife  :  for  a  rifk  it  muf:  be,  as  it  was  irnpof- 
lible  for  any  one  to  determine  what  the  gene¬ 
ral  court  would  do,  either  in  this  or  in  any 
other  cafe  whatever.  Whereupon  the  Go¬ 
vernor  propofed,  in  a  manner  very  dictato¬ 
rial,  that  the  provifo  fhould  ftand  thus, 
“  That  fuch  perfon  fhould  undertake  this 
bufmefs,  upon  the  credit  of  the  General  Af- 
fembly  of  the  province,  according  to  the  in¬ 
tent  and  meaning  of  the  fa  id  aft  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  not  upon  the  credit  of  the  parti¬ 
cular  perfons  of  the  Governor  and  Council.” 
— But  this  propofed  alteration  not  taking 
off  the  rilk  from  the  undertaker  but  in  words, 
and  it  not  being  in  the  power  of  the  Council 
to  pledge  the  credit  of  the  General  Afembly, 
it  was  rejefted.  It  was  very  unfortunate  to 
the  province,  and  to  his  Majcfty’s  fervice  in 
general,  that  the  General  Court  could  not  be 
fitting  at  a  time  when  their  aid  was  fo  effen- 
tially  neceffary. 

On  the  1 2th  of  Qftober  a  full  Council  was 
advifed  to  be  called  on  the  26th,  in  order  to 
confider  divers  matters  of  importance,  which 
the  Governor  faid  he  had  to  lay  before  the 
Council.  In  the  mean  time  General  Gage 
came  to  town  from  New  York,  viz.  on  Sa¬ 
turday  Oftober  15  ;  and  on  Monday  the  17th 
tile  Governor  called  a  Council,  and  intro¬ 
duced 
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dtiiced  the  General  ;  and  here  begins  the  con¬ 
cluding  part  of  the  Governor’s  narrative  of  his 
endeavours  to  get  quarters  for  the  King’s 
troops,  as  appears  by  a  copy  of  his  letter  to 
your  Lordfhip,  dated  November  i,  1768; 
on  which  letter  we  beg  leave  to  make  a  few 
remarks. 

It  appears  by  the  faid  letter,  the  General 
demanded  quarters  in  the  town  for  the  two 
regiments  then  here ;  and  that  he  fhould  re- 
ferve  the  barracks  at  the  Caftle  for  the  two 
Irifh  regiments  expected,  or  Inch  part  of  them 
as  they  would  contain.  The  Council  rep  re  - 
fented  to  the  Governor,  that  they  had  already 
given  their  fentiments  fully  on  this  lubjeft, 
in  their  anfwer  delivered  to  him  on  the  24th 
of  September,  and  referred  him  to  that :  but 
this  being  not  fatisfactory,  they  defired  him 
to  poftpone  the  affair  to  the  26th  of  October, 
when  a  full  Council  was  expedted,  agreeable 
to  his  appointment.  This  was  refilled. — 
Whereupon  the  Governor  proceeded,  as  he 
oblerves,  in  a  courfe  of  quefiions,  which 
finally  iliued  in  a  vote  of  fix  againlt  five,  that 
the  Governor  be  defired  to  order  the  Manu- 
fadtory-houfe  to  be  cleared  of  its  prefent  in¬ 
habitants,  that  it  might  be  fitted  up  for  the 
reception  of  fuch  part  of  the  Irilh  regiments 
as  could  net  be  accommodated  at  the  Caftle 
barracks.  On  this  affair  the  Governor  ob- 
ferves,  <c  that  the  whole  was  a  feene  of  per- 
veriion,  to  avoid  our  doing  any  thing  to¬ 
wards  quartering  the  troops,  unworthy  luch  a 
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body.”  We  deny  that  any  thing  \va§  dotifc 
to  avoid  quartering  the  troops  ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  every  thing  was  done  in  the  power  of 
the  Council,  conliftent  with  their  idea  of  the 
a 61  of  parliament  j  and  confident  with  what 
feemed  to  be  the  Governor’s  idea  of  it  on  the 
19th  of  September,  when  the  affair  of  quar¬ 
tering  was  moved  :  for  when  the  aft  was  pro¬ 
duced,  and  when  fome  of  the  Council  had 
expreifed  their  opinion,  that,  according  to 
the  aft,  quarters  could  not  be  demanded  be¬ 
fore  the  barracks  at  the  Caftle  were  full,  the 
Governor  afterwards,  in  the  courfe  of  the  de¬ 
bate  upon  it,  implicitly  acknowledged  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  that  opinion,  by  urging  it  as  the 
Council’s  duty,  in  the  cafe  they  were  confider- 
ing,  to  pay  no  regard  to  the  aft ;  which  in¬ 
junction  of  his,  if  they  had  complied  with, 
he  might  have  juftly  charged  them  with  per- 
verfion  unworthy  fuch  a  body*.  The  Go¬ 
vernor 

*  It  is  proper  to  mention  here  a  C ire um dance-,  which  will 
fnew  the  duplicity  of  the  Governor  in  a  ftrong  light.  On 
the  faid  19th  of  September,  when  the  affair  of  quartering 
the  troops  was  firft  moved,  he  urged  very  ftrongly  that 
provifion  fhould  be  made  by  the  Council  for  that  purpofe  : 
but  it  being  faid  that  the  proccfs  in  quartering  muff  be 
regulated  by  the  adt  of  Parliament,  the  Governor  affedled 
to  appear  ignorant  of  there  being  fuch  an  adt,  and  after¬ 
wards  feemed  very  loth  it  fhould  be  producers  It  was 
however  produced  and  confidered  ;  and  the  Council,  after 
appropriating  the  barracks  at  Caffle-William  for  quarter¬ 
ing  the  troops,  by  virtue  of  a  refolve  of  the  General  Court, 
'thought  themlelves  obliged  to  adhere  to  the  adl  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  as  the  rule  by  which  to  regulate  their  future  conduct 
in  that  matter.  But  the  Governor  at  that  time,  and  at 

the 
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vernor  having  charged  the  Council  with  per* 
Verfion,  proceeds  immediately  to  charge  them 
with  lying .  He  fays,  “  That  in  the  courfe 
of  the  queftions  he  put  to  them,  they  denied 
that  they  knew  of  any  building  belonging  to 
the  province,  in  the  town  of  Bofton,  that 
was  proper  for  barracks ;  and  they  denied 
that  the  Manufadlory-houfe  was  fuch  a  build¬ 
ing.  This  was  fo  notorioufly  contrary  to 
truth,  he  lavs,  that  fome  gentlemen  expreffed 
their  concern  that  it  fhould  remain  upon  the 

minutes ; 

the  next  following  Council,  zealoufly  urged  them  to  mea- 

fures  contrary  to  the  faid  a 61. - It  cannot  be  fuppofed 

the  Governor  was  ignorant  of  the  a £1.  His  duty  on  that 
occafion  in  particular,  required  him  to  be  acquainted  with 
it  ;  and  it  appears  by  his  letter  to  Lord  Hillfborough,  of 
the  5th  of  November,  that  he  and  Lieut.  Governor  Hut- 
chinfon  held  a  confultation  together  on  his  Lordfhip’s 
letter  to  the  Governor,  giving  information  of  the  coming  of 
the  troops,  and  requiring  quarters  to  be  provided  for  them. 
At  fuch  a  confultation  on  the  very  affair  of  providing  quar¬ 
ters,  it  feems  highly  improbable  that  the  a£t  of  Parliament 
relative  to  quartering  fhould  not  occur  to,  and  be  confultcd 
by  them  ;  efpecially  as  the  faid  a£l  had  been  printed  here, 
and  inferted  in  the  province  law-book  ;  which  could  net 
he  done  without  the  knowledge  and  direction  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor.  The  Governor’s  ignorance  of  the  act  muft  there¬ 
fore  be  only  a  pretended  ignorance,  which  cannot  be  ac¬ 
counted  for  but  by  fuppofing  he  intended  to  over-reach 
the  Council,  and  precipitate  them  into  meafures  which  he 
knew  the  act  of  Parliament  would  not  warrant.  When 
he  failed  in  that,  and  found  the  Council  as  well  acquainted 
with  the  acb  as  himfelf,  he  then  endeavoured  to  bring  them 
to  act  knowingly  and  deliberately  contrary  to  the  faid  act. 

_ Such  duplicity,  fuch  a  difpofition  to  over-reach,  can 

never  recommend  him  to  his  Majefby,  whole  gcnciofity, 
cahdor,  and  princely  virtues,  it  would  have  been  Ins 
honour  and  wildom  to  have  endcavourcJ  to  imitate. 
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minutes ;  and  to  induce  him  to  confent  to  its 
being  expunged,  a  motion  was  made  and 
agreed  to,  relative  to  the  Manufactory-houfe, 
whereupon  he  ordered  the  former  anfwers  to 
be  expunged/’ — It  was  to  very  little  purpofe 
to  make  this 


bargain  with  the  Governor, 


which,  it  feems,  was  done  to  fave  our  cha¬ 


racter  ;  as  he  has  been  the  means  of  fpread- 
ing  the  knowledge  of  it  to  the  whole  BritifTi 
Jegifiature,  and  with  that  knowledge  the  in¬ 
famy  his  reprefen tation  tends  to  fix  upon  us. 
’Tis  true  the  Council  denied,  and  Hill  deny 
that  the  ManufaCtory-houle  was  proper  to  be 
ftatedly  ufed  for  barracks,  though  in  that 
exigency  they  confented  it  Should  be  im¬ 
proved  for  that  purpofe.  It  is  capable  of 
being  improved  in  that  manner,  and  fo  is 
any  other  houfe ;  but  it  is  not  proper  that  it 
Should  be  fo  improved,  for  many  reafons 
which  it  would  be  impertinent  to  offer 
to  your  Lordfhip.  The  concern  therefore 
did  not  arife  from  our  anfwer  to  the  Go¬ 


vernor’s  queftions  being  notoriously  contrary 


to  truth,  but  from  the  impropriety  of  the 
queftions,  and  the  dishonour  they  would  re¬ 
flect  on  the  queftioner,  if  entered  upon  the 
records.  We  fhould  not  have  troubled  your 


LordShio  with  any  obfervations  on  a  bufinefs 


fo  trifling  in  itfelf,  but  it  is  rendered  impor¬ 
tant  to  us  by  the  Governor’s  introducing  it 
to  traduce  our  moral  character. 

“  The  next  thing  to  be  done,  fays  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  was  to  clear  theManufa&oiy-Houfe  : 

the 


the  preventing  of  which  was  a  great  objed  of 
the  Sons  of  Liberty.”  But  of  this  matter  we 
fhall  take  no  farther  notice  than  as  it  concerns 
a  member  of  the  Council,  who  is  an  overfeer 
of  the  poor,  and  as  f'uch,  with  the  other  over- 
feers,  has  the  overfight  and  direction  of  the 
workhoufe.  “  For  this  purpofe  (of  pre¬ 
venting  the  clearing  theManufadory-Houfe) 
when  the  report  of  the  troops  coming  here 
was  firft  confirmed,  all  kinds  of  people,  fays 
the  Governor,  were  thruft  into  this  building  ; 
and  the  workhoufe  itfelf  was  opened  ;  and  the 
people  confined  there  were  permitted  to  go 
into  the  Manufadory-Houfe.  This  was  ad¬ 
mitted  (continues  the  Governor)  to  be  true 
in  Council,  by  one  of  the  Board,  who  is  an 
overfeer  of  the  poor,  and  a  principal  therein. 
This  reprefentation  is  wholly  without  foun¬ 
dation,  and  was  lb  far  from  being  admitted 
to  be  true  by  the  gentleman  ret ci red  to,  vi it. 
Mr.  Tyler,  that  he  told  the  Governor  when 
he  mentioned  it  in  Council,  t:.c;c  was  no 
truth  in  it  ;  and  that  he  had  been  greatly  im- 
pofed  on  by  his  informers.  Therefore  the 
Governor  had  no  rcafon  to  fay,  in  the  wind¬ 
ing  up  of  his  ftory  about  the  Manufiictory- 
Houfe,  that  “  thus  this  building  belonging 
to  the  Government,  and  aifigned  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  and  Council  for  his  Majefiy  s  uk,  is 

kept  filled  with  the  outcafi  of  the  workhoufe, 
and  the  feum  of  the  town,  to  prevent  it  s  be- 
in;-  ufed  for  the  accommodation  of  the  king  s 
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fhip  to  the  depofition  of  Mr.  Tyler  and  the 
other  overfeers  on  this  fubiect,  herewith  en- 
clofed. 

The  Governor  next  proceeds  to  narrate  his 
negotiation  with  the  juftices  on  the  fubjecf 

of  billeting;  but  their  con  dud:  it  is  their  own 
bufmefs  tojuftify,  if  they  think  proper.  We 
flrall  only  obferve  on  this  part  of  his  letter, 
that  he  has  thrown  out  feveral  cenfures  upon 
the  Council  without  foundation,  on  fome  of 
which  we  thall  prefently  remark. —The  Go¬ 
vernor  concludes  this  letter  by  faying  he  has 
already  fhewn  to  yourLordfhip  how  the  order 
of  Council  for  the  purpofe  of  providing  for 
the  two  regiments  at  Bolton,  according  to 
aft  Ox  x  a,  .lament,  was  annulled  and  avoided 
in  the  origination  of  it :  and  that  the  Council 
have  refuled  to  make  luch  an  order  for  pro- 
\ iciing  101  tne  troops  at  Bolton,  as  has  been 
maue  by  them  for  the  troops  intended  to 
be  {rationed  at  Caflle-William.  We  have 
already  given  .  your  Lordlhip  an  account 
of  our  proceedings  in  this  matter,  by  which 
V/C  puiuade  ourielves  it  will  appear  to 
yotu  Lordlhip,  that  tiie  Council  have  done 
all  that  was  m  tneir  power  to  do,  without 
the  aid  of  the  General  Affembly,  which, 
from  a  claufe  in  the  Governor’s  letter,  dated 
November  r,  it  appears  probable  he  was  at 
liberty  to  call,  buppoiing  this  to  be  the  cafe, 
and  whether  it  was  fo  in  fads,  is  well  known 
to  your  Lordlhip,  he  ought  rather  to  cenfure 
inmfdx  than  tne  Council,  for  negledina;  this 
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meafure  of  effe&ing  the  thing ;  which  mea- 
fure  he  has  been  often  folicited  to  go  into. 

The  Governor’s  letter  of  the  5th  of  No¬ 
vember  is  wholly  taken  up  in  cenfuring  the 
conduct  of  the  Council,  with  regard  to  the 
commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms.— At  a  Ge¬ 
neral  Council,  held  the  26th  of  October,  he 
fays,  he  “  put  a  very  embarraffing  queftion 
to  them,  viz.  Whether  the  commiffioners 
might  return  to  the  town  and  refume  their 
fundlions,  with  fafety  to  themfclves  and  then- 
officers  ?  If  they  anfwered,  yea,  they  would 
be  chargeable  with  advifmg  the  return  of 
the  Commiffioners  :  if  they  faid,  no,  they 
would  contradict  all  their  affiertions,  that 
there  was  no  occafion  for  troops  to  fupport 
the  civil  power.” 

This  very  embarraffing  queftion,  my  Lord, 
had  no  embarraffinent  in  it :  for  even  on  the 
fuppofition  that  what  the  Governor  in  one 
of  his  letters  has  faid  be  true,  that  the  Coun¬ 
cil  are  always  for  humouring  the  people, 
they  were  however  no  way  apprehenfive  oi 
being  charged  by  them  with  advifmg  the  re¬ 
turn  of  the  Commiffioners,  ft  they  anfwered 
the  queftion  in  the  affirmative.  Nor  have 
we  any  reafon  to  think  the  Council  have 
been  fo  charged,  notwithftanding  they  did 
anfwer  fo. 

The  Council  did  not  apprehend  themfclves 
obliged  to  give  opinions  ;  and  their  anlwer  to 
fuch  a  queftion  could  be  nothing  more  than 
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An  opinion,  which  the  Governor  implicitly 
acknowledges  they  were  not  held  to  give  ; 
and  though  he  altered  the  form  of  the  quef- 
tioiij  and  it  might  be  put,  as  he  fays,  viz. 
“  Whether  they  would  advife  him  to  allure 
the  commiffioners,  that  they  might  return 
with  fafety  ?”  The  anfwer  to  it,  which  was 
given  in  the  affirmative,  amounts  only  to 
this,  that  he  himfelf  fhould  give  his  opinion 
to  the  commiffioners,  that  they  might  return 
with  fafety  :  for  his  alluring  them  that  they 
might  return,  though  done  in  confequence 
of  our  advice,  and  our  own  alfurance  (if  it 
had  been  added  to  it)  would  ftill  be  only  a 
matter  of  opinion.  But  the  principal  reafon 
why  fo  much  time  was  fpent  in  this  affair, 
and  in  the  other  proceedings  at  that  Coun¬ 
cil,  the  Governor  might  have  found  in  him- 
felf— in  his  own  aufterity  and  incivility. 

The  Governor  has  found  great  fault  with 
the  condudf  of  the  Council  towards  the 
commiffioners.  “  The  virulence  with  which 
they  have  been  treated,  feems,  he  fays,  to  be 
too  violent  to  be  the  effedl  of  publick  zeal 
only,  without  the  interference  of  private 
animofity.”  The  Council,  my  Lord,  even 
if  they  had  been  influenced  by  meet  motives 
of  refentment,  could  juftify  all  they  have  ei¬ 
ther  faid  or  done,  with  regard  to  the  coni- 
miffioners,  who  in  divers  of  their  letters  to 
the  Governor,  which  he  laid  before  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  have  treated  the  Council  in  a  very  un¬ 
becoming  manner ;  one  of  which  letters,  in 

the 


m 


mm:  aA^amgau.ui  k«.  9m  w 


^  s»— 


C  6l  ^ 

the  time  of  it,  the  Council  would  have  ani¬ 
madverted  on,  but  to  prevent  their  doing 
themfelves  juftice,  the  Governor  withdrew 
it.  They  have  not,  however,  been  actuated 
by  refentment  or  private  animofity,  but  by 
a  regard  for  the  town,  and  province  :  both 
which  the  commilTioners,  whatever  they  may 
have  done  by  their  letters  and  memorials  to 
Adminiftration,  have  greatly  abufed  by  their 
retiring  (under  the  pretence  of  fafety)  on 
board  one  of  his  Majefty’s  (hips,  and  after¬ 
wards  to  the  Cattle  :  intending  hereby  that 
their  memorials  fhould  have  the  ftroneer  cf- 
lect.  But,  my  Lord,  their  retiring  was  vo¬ 
luntary — they  were  not  compelled  to  it— - 
they  had  never  been  attacked,  and  it  is  highly 
probable  never  would  have  been,  unlefs  they 
themfelves  had  firft  concerted  the  plan  of 
the  attack  : — and  that  they  had  concerted 
fuch  a  plan  feems  probable,  from  their  or¬ 
dering  the  feizure  of  the  floop  Liberty,  on 
the  10th  of  June,  with  fuch  circumftances 
of  violence,  and  at  fuch  a  time  of  day,  as 
indicated  a  defign  to  create  a  difturbance, 
which  accordingly  happened ;  and  which, 
though  trifling  in  comparifon  with  what  it 
has  been  reprefented,  they  improved  as  a 
plaufiblc  reafon,  on  which  to  juftify  their 
voluntary  flight. — If  this  has  been  the  con- 
du6t  of  the  commiflioners,  which  there  is 
too  much  reafon  to  believe,  is  it  wonderful, 
my  Lord,  the  Council  fliould  animadvert 
upon  it  ?  Or  that  ih  *y  fliould  endeavour  to 
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prevent  the  evil  confequences  to  the  tovm 
and  province,  which  it  had  a  tendency  to 
bring  upon  them,  and  which,  in  fact,  it  has 
brought  ? 

This  is  the  reafon,  my  Lord,  on  which 
the  proceedings  of  the  Council,  with  regard 
to  the  commiffioners,  are  grounded,  and  not 
any  private  animofity,  which  is  bafely  fug- 
gefted  by  Governor  Bernard. 

Thofe  proceedings  of  the  Council  which 
firft  gave  offence  to  the  Governor,  were  on 
the  27th  and  29th  of  July  laft,  at  which 
times  the  behaviour  of  the  Governor  to  the 
Council  was  fo  extraordinary,  that  we  beg 
your  Lordfhip’s  indulgence  to  give  fome  ac¬ 
count  of  it. 

On  the  27th  of  July  the  Governor  laid 
before  the  Council,  with  an  in  j  undiion  of 
fecrecy,  a  paper  relative  to  the  riot  in  Bofton 
on  the  10th  of  June,  to  the  proceedings  in 
confequence  of  it,  and  to  an  offer  of  troops 
from  General  Gage:  in  which  paper  were 
a  very  imperfedt  account  of  thofe  proceed¬ 
ings,  and  fome  unjuft  cenfures  upon  the 
Council. 

The  Council  thought  it  reafonable  they 
fhould  have  time  to  place  thofe  proceedings 
in  a  true  light ;  and,  by  fo  doing,  fhow  that 
they  were  unjuftly  cenlured.  But  notwith- 
ftanding  the  reafonablenefs  of  it,  he  refufed 
it  :  and  kept  them  the  whole  day  (faving  a 
fhort  interval  for  dinner)  treating  them  in  a 
Hioll  abufive  manner,  and  worrying  them 
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for  an  immediate  anfwer.  But  as  he  could 


not  prevail,  he  adjourned  the  Council  to  the 
29th,  when  he  had  the  anfwer,  which,  by  the 
Votes  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  appears 
the  Governor  has  communicated  to  your 
Lordiliip. 

With  regard  to  the  injunction  of  fecrecy,  it 
was  objected,  that  from  the  tenor  of  the  Coun- 
'cellor’s  oath,  and  from  the  nature  of  the  thing, 
the  Governor  had  no  right  (exclufive  of  the 
Council)  to  lay  any  fucli  injunction  ;  and 
befides,  as  it  was  apprehended  by  people 
in  general,  that  the  calling  of  that  Council 
was  for  the  purpofe  of  bringing  troops  into 
the  province,  it  could  anfwer  no  good  end  to 
keep  the  proceedings  (which  were  againft 
that  meafure)  fecret.  But  the  Governor, 
in  a  manner  inconfiftent  with  decency,  in¬ 
filled  on  the  injunction,  and  the  affair  was 
kept  fecret,  to  the  great  and  unneceffary  un- 
eaiinefs  of  the  community.  The  conduCt  of 
the  Governor,  as  it  is  manifeft  there  was  a 
concerted  plan  between  him  and  the  com- 
miffioners  to  introduce  troops  here,  can  be 
accounted  for  no  other  way  than  this,  that  he 
apprehended  the  publifhing  thofe  proceedings 
might  poffibly  retard  or  prevent  the  fending 
of  the  troops,  which,  we  humbly  conceive,  it 
probably  might,  if  thofe  proceedings,  without 
the  Governor’s  comments,  could  have  reached 
•your  Lordlhip  before  his  Majefty’s  orders  had 
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The  fending  for  troops  has  long  been  a 
favourite  meaiure  with  the  Governor,  who 
has,  however,  appeared  defirous  it  Ihonld  be 
thought  he  has  not  fent  for  troops,  and  has 
repeatedly  faid  fo :  but  if  he  has  taken  care  that 
the  meafures  of  others  Ihould  be  effedual  for 
that  purpofe,  which  we  have  reafon  to  be¬ 
lieve,  the  effedl  is  Hill  the  fame ;  and  he  be¬ 
comes  chargeable  with  an  unmanly  difiimu- 
lation. 

The  Governor,  not  content  with  cenfuring 
the  Council  for  their  conduft  in  Council, 
lfeps  beyond  his  line  to  bellow  his  cenfures 
tipon  them  :  which  he  does  in  a  very  illiberal 
manner  for  their  addreffing  General  Gage. 

There  are  feveral  very  exceptionable  things 
previous  to  his  obfervations  on  the  addrefs  ; 
which  was  unanimous,  notwithftanding  the 
Governor  informs  your  Lordlhip  that  four  re¬ 
futed  to  fign  it :  for  thefe  four  were  not  pre- 
fent  when  it  was  fettled  •,  and  three  of  them, 
who  lived  in  the  country,  and  whole  bufinefs 
called  them  home,  had  never  feen  it.  But 
with  your  Lordlhip’s  leave  we  will  pafs  over 
thofe  things  and  come  to  the  obfervations  : 
“  It  is  well  known  to  your  Lordlhip  (fays 
the  Governor)  that  this  kind  of  writing 'is 
defigned  for  the  people,  and  this  is  notorious 
in  the  prefent  cafe.”  We  acknowledge,  my 
Lord,  that  this  addrefs  was  defigned  for  the 
people— the  people  of  this  province  in  gene¬ 
ra],  and  of  the  town  of  Bolton  in  particular, 
whoj  we  had  reafon  to  think,  had  been  grofly 
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vilified  and  abufed  by  certain  memorials  and 
reprefentations,  fent  from  hence  to  Admini¬ 
stration  at  home,  particularly  with  regard  to 
what  have  been  called  the  riots  in  Bofton, 
on  the  1 8th  of  March,  and  ioth  of  June, 
1768  :  and  for  the  good  of  this  people  it 
was  our  indifpenfable  duty  to  endeavour 
to  place  thofe  proceedings,  with  the  caufe 
of  them,  in  a  juft  light ;  and  in  this  way 
to  abate  the  refentment  fuch  memorials 
and  reprefentations  had  a  tendency  to  ex¬ 
cite  againfl  the  town  and  province  :  and  with 
this  view,  and  to  prevent  a  further  acceffion 
of  troops,  the  addrefs  to  the  General  was  un¬ 
dertaken  and  determined  on  ;  and  with  no 
defign  to  abufe  the  commiflioners  (who  are 
mentioned  but  incidentally)  notwithstanding 
Governor  Bernard  allures  your  Lordfhip  this 
was  our  principal  defign.  His  other  obfer- 
vations  therefore,  which  are  built  upon  this 
fuppofition,  are  “  like  the  bafelefs  fabric  of  a 
viSion;”  and  which,  that  we  may  avoid  retort¬ 
ing  his  unjuft  reflections,  and  efpecially  that 
we  may  not  give  your  Lordfhip  any  unnecef- 
fary  trouble,  we  Shall  take  no  farther  notice 
of.  Now  we  have  had  occafion  to  mention  the 
riot  of  the  ioth  of  June,  we  cannot  retrain 
mentioning  one  circumftance  concerning  it, 
which  is,  that  the  morning  after  it  happened 
being  Saturday,  the  Governor,  with  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  the  Council,  appointed  a  committee, 
of  fuch  Members  of  the  Board  as  were  quali¬ 
fied  to  aCt  as  juftices  of  the  peace  in  the  county 
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of  Suffolk,  to  make  enquiry  into  the  particu¬ 
lar  fads  as  loon  as  may  be,  and  report  to  the 
Governor  in  Council,  that  fo  they  might  take 
proper  meafures  on  fo  interefting  an  occa¬ 
sion  ;  and  the  Governor  delired  the  committee 
to  meet  him  on  Monday  morning,  in  order, 
with  him,  to  proceed  on  the  enquiry  :  but  on 
that  mor  ning,  inftead  of  proceeding  on  the  en¬ 
quiry,  he  poftponed  it,  as  appears  by  the 
Council  minutes,  and  never  alter  refumed  it. 
This  feemed  ftrange  in  the  time  of  it;  but  the 
reafon  appears  more  clearly  fince  our  feeing  the 
printed  Votes  of  theHoufe  of  Commons,  where¬ 
in,  among  the  papers  on  American  affairs? 
laid  before  that  Houle,  there  are  mentioned 
depolitions  relative  to  faid  riot,  enclofed  to 
your  Lordfhip  in  Governor  Bernard’s  letter 
dated  June  14,  1768,  and  mentioned  in  the 
laid  Votes. 

Now,  my  Lord,  is  it  any  way  uncharitable  to 
fuppofe  the  Governor  poftponed  the  enquiry 
with  the  faid  juftices,  in  order  that  there  might 
be  no  contradiction  between  the  depofitions 
that  might  have  been  thus  jointly  taken,  and 
fuch  as  he  had  enclofed  to  your  Lordlhip  ? 
Was  it  not  more  likely,  my  Lord,  that  a  true 
ftate  of  the  facts  might  have  been  brought 
forth, by  fuch  a  joint  enquiry, than  by  a  feparate 
one  ?  On  the  one  hand,  it  might  be  faid,  the 
juftices,  without  the  Governor,  would  be  moll 
inquilitive  after  faCts  and  circumftances,  that 
would  place  the  delinquents  in  the  molt  favour¬ 
able  light  ;  and  on  the  other  hand,  that  the 
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Governor  might  run  into  the  contrary  extreme, 
which  would  place  them  in  the  world  light ; 
and  if  this  fhould  be  thought  probable  on  both 
hands,  from  both  of  them  conjunctly,  the 
exadt  ftate  of  fadts  might  have  been  expedted. 
It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  regretted,  and  ar¬ 
gues  a  difpofition  and  defign  in  the  Governor 
to  reprefen t  things  in  the  world  light,  that 
he  poftponed,  and  never  after  refumed  the  en¬ 
quiry  :  and  the  reprefentations,  contained  in 
authenticated  copies  of  his  fix  letters  tranl- 
mitted  to  us,  are  a  demonftration  of  fuch  a 
difpofition,  and  of  a  difpofition,  under  pretence 
of  magnifying  the  King's  power,  to  make  his 
own  arbitrary  and  uncontrolable. 

In  the  Governor’s  letter  of  the  1 2th  of 
November,  he  reports  to  your  Lordfhip  how 
he  proceeded  in  admor.ilhing  thejulfices  ; 
and  exprelfes  his  difpleafure,  that  the  Coun¬ 
cil  would  not  adt  with  him  in  this  bufinefs; 
nor  advife  to  any  metiiod  of  enforcing  the 
order  contained  in  your  Lordlhip’s  letter  ; 
and  that  he  could  make  nothing  of  them 
but  pafiive  afl'oeiates.  The  Council  my  Lord, 
apprehended  it  highly  proper,  that  before 
the  juftices  were  cenliired,  they  fhould  be 
informed  of  the  charges  againft  them,  and 
heard  in  their  defence.  And  becaufe  the 
Council  defined  to  he  excufed  acting  in  this 
bufinefs  before  fuch  information  and  ncai- 
ing,  they  are  thus  moll  groiily  abtncd,  «nd 
m il reprefented  by  the  Gov'ernor.  He  1,Ui- 
nuates  that  the  Council  impeached  the  truth 
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and  juftice  of  your  Lordfhip’s  letter,  “  both 
of  which,  he  fays,  he  obferved  to  them  were 
founded  on  notorious  fadls.”  This  charge 
they  deny.  They  might  doubt,  and  had  great 
reafon  to  doubt  the  fadts  on  which  your 
Lordfhip’s  letter  was  founded,  and  which 
were  reprefented  by  the  Governor,  without 
impeaching  your  Lordfhip’s  truth  or  juftice. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  two  laid  conferences 
with  the  Council,  “  he  had  an  opportunity, 
he  fays,  to  obferve  upon  and  lament  the  fer- 
vility,  in  regard  to  the  people,  with  which 
the  bulinefs  of  the  Council  was  now  done 
in  companion  with  what  tiled  to  be.” 

Whatever  character  former  Councils  may 
have  been  of,  the  prefent  Council  humbly 
trull,  my  Lord,  that  fuch  an  unworthy  one  as 
this,  does  not  belong  to  them  3  but  if  it 
fhould,  they  will  not  add  to  the  indignity  of 
it  by  any  a£l  of  fervility  to  his  Excellency. — 
The  Governor  would  prove  the  fervility  of 
the  Council  by  faying,  “  that  one  gentle¬ 
man  faid,  he  did  not  enter  the  Council 
Chamber  with  that  free  mind  he  ufed  to 
have  s  but  as  he  liked  to  be  concerned  in 
public  bufmefs,  he  mull  be  content  to  hold 
his  place  upon  fuch  terms  as  he  could.”  A 
gentleman  of  the  Council  has  divers  times 
laid  that  he  did  not  enter  the  Council  Cham¬ 
ber  with  the  fame  pleafure  he  ufed  to,  and 
the  reafon  he  affigned  was  the  angry  difputes 
which  had  lubfifted  for  fome  time  be¬ 
tween  the  Governor  and  the  Council  :  he  has 
likewife  faid  he  liked  to  be  concerned  i  1  pub¬ 
lic 
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lie  bufinefs  :  but  he  abfolutely  denies  his  fay¬ 
ing,  and  there’s  no  one  of  the  Council  re¬ 
members  he  ever  faid,  that  he  muft  be  con¬ 
tent  to  hold  his  place  upon  fuch  terms  as  he 
could  ;  or  any  thing  tending  to  convey  fuch 
an  idea.  This  is  the  whole  matter  upon 
which  the  Governor  builds  the  infamous 
character  he  has  given  ol  the  Council  to  your 
Lordfhip.  Thefe  anecdotes,  which  the  Go¬ 
vernor  calls  trifling,  are  really  fo  in  them- 
felves  ;  and  not  only  trifling,  but  (as  he  re~ 
prefents  them)  untrue,  and  difeover  great 
malignity  towards  the  Council,  not  only  as  a 
body,  but  as  individuals.  Though  the  anec¬ 
dotes  are  trifling  in  themfelves,  they  are  not 
fo  with  regard  to  the  purpole  he  intended 
they  fhould  anfwer  :  for  it  the  Council  be 
fuch  fervile  wretches  as  he  has  reprefented 
them  to  your  Lordfliip— if  they  would  be 
content  to  hold  their  places  upon  fuch  terms 
as  they  can — it  is  high  time,  my  Lord,  they 
fhould  be  removed :  and  if  a  feat  at  the 
Council  Board,  under  the  prefent  form  of  go¬ 
vernment,  can  be  held  by  no  other  tenure,  it 
is  become  quite  necellary  (as  the  Governor 
obferves)  “  that  the  King  fhould  have  the 
Council  Chamber  in  his  own  hands. 

The  Governor’s  next  letter  to  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  is  dated  November  14?  in  which  he  con- 
liders  that  part  of  his  orders  which  relates  to 
the  reforming  the  Bench  or  jultices  :  in  wnich 
letter,  as  in  all  the  reft,  he  is  very  liberal  in 
his  abufes  of  the  Council — they  make,  he 
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fays,  the  humouring  of  the  people  their  chief 
obje£t--the  majority  of  the  Council  has  avow¬ 
ed  (indiredtly  at  lead:)  the  fame  principles,  and 
now  appear  to  aft  in  concert  with  that  party 
from  whence  the  oppoiition  to  Parliament 
originated.5’ — “  They  are  the  creatures  of 
the  people,  and  will  never  join  with  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  cenfuring  the  overflowings  of  li¬ 
berty,’’  &c.  But  we  fhall  pafs  them  as  un- 
deferving  further  notice. 

There  are  feveral  other  things  in  this  letter, 
worthy  of  remark,  which  we  beg  leave  here 
to  mention. 

“  It  is  a  great  defedt,  he  fays,  in  this  go¬ 
vernment,  that  the  King  has  no  power  over 
the  commiflions,  which  are  granted  in  his 
name  and  under  his  fealf' 

But  if  this  be  a  defect,  there’s  a  fimilar 
defedt  in  the  government  of  England,  with 
regard  to  fimilar  commiflions*  But  your 
Lordflhip  is  fenfibie,  this  is  fo  far  from  being 
a  defedt  with  retpedt  to  feme  commiflions, 
particularly  thofe  of  the  judges  in  England, 
that  the  King  having  no  power  over  them,  is 
efteemed  the  ftrongeit  fecurity  to  the  liberties 
and  property  of  the  fubjedt.  The  removal 
of  the  pretended  defedt  here,  would  put  all 
the  judges,  juftices,  and  other  civil  oflicers 
under  the  power  of  a  Governor,  whole  power 
already,  if  a  good  Governor,  is  apprehended 
to  be  fufficiently  extenlive ;  and  if  an  arbi¬ 
trary  and  oppreffive  one,  much  too  extenlive. 
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The  Governor  next  attempts  to  prove  that 
there  is  fuch  a  defect  in  this  government  : 
but  his  argument  is  cloudy  and  wholly  in- 
conclufive.  He  obferves  in  it,  “  the  Council 
of  this  province  is  as  much  out  of  the  con- 
troul  of  the  King,  as  the  Houfe  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  is.”  but  this  is  a  very  great  mif- 
take,  as  his  Majefty’s  Governor  has  a  nega¬ 
tive  annually  upon  the  choice  of  every  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Council ;  and  has  none  at  all  upon 
the  Representatives.  It  is  alfo  a  miftake  in 
him  to  fay,  that  when  the  Governor  lias  once 
fet  the  King’s  feal  to  a  commiffion,  it  is  for 
ever  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Crown  ;  and  the 
perfon  who  has  obtained  it  may  thenceforth 
defy  the  King,  oppofe  his  laws,  and  intuit  his 
government,  and  be  in  no  danger  of  loiinghis 
commiflion  :  for,  as  the  Governor  himfelf 
adds,  the  Governor  with  the  advice  of  the 
Council  can  fuperfede  him.  But  “  il  he  afts 
in  a  popular  caufe,  the  Council,  wlio  arc  , 
themfelves  the  creatures  of  the  people,  will 
never  join  with  the  Governor  in  cenfuring  the 
overflowings  of  liberty.”  The  Council,  my 
Lord,  are  no  more  the  creatures  ot  the  people 
than  of  the  Governor,  as  his  approbation  of 
the  election  is  necelfary  to  their  exiil  mce  ; 
and  they  are  much  more  likely  to  be  under  the 
influence  of  a  Governor  than  of  the  people ; 
and  therefore  much  more  likely  to  join  with 
him  in  cenfuring  the  overflowings  of  liberty, 
than  the  contrary.  But,  my  Lord,  at  the 
word,  fuppofing  fuch  a  magilhate  fhould 
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efcape  cenfure  through  the  fault  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil,  would  it  not  be  better  that  an  inftance  of 
that  fort  fhould  now  and  then  happen,  than 
that  a  Governor  a  thoufand  leagues  diftant 
from  the  throne,  fhould  be  entrufled  with  a 
power  fo  exorbitant  and  uncontroulable,  as 
Governor  Bernard  is  endeavouring  to  acquire, 
but  which,  we  humbly  hope,  our  gracious 
Sovereign  will  never  entruft  either  with  him 
or  any  of  his  fucceffors. 

This  exorbitant  power  Mr.  Bernard  is  for 
extending  to  all  the  Governors  in  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  colonies,  and  propcfes,  or  rather  dic¬ 
tates,  that  it  fhould  be  done  by  a  general  aft 
of  Parliament,  veiling  ilich  a  power  in  the 
Crown.  But  “  it  will  not  he  neceffary,  he 
fays,  that  fuch  an  aft  fhould  be  general.  It 
is  more  wanted  in  this  Government  than  in 
all  the  other  together  :  and  even  here  the  de¬ 
left  will  be  cured  by  a  Royal  Council.”  This 
is  the  leaf!,  my  Lord,  that  will  content  him. 
But  we  humbly  trull  in  his  Majefty’s  good- 
nefs,  that  the  charter  of  the  province,  with 
all  the  rights  and  privileges,  granted  by  it  to 
this  people,  will  be  continued  to  them,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  machinations  of  Governor 
Bernard,  and  all  ether  enemies  of  the  confu¬ 
tation. 

The  Governor’s  letter  of  the  301)1  of  No¬ 
vember  being*  wholly  relative  to  the  converfa- 
tion  between  the  Governor  and  Mr.  Bowdoin, 
on  the  prayer  of  the  Council’s  petition  to  his 
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IVIajefty,  Mr.  Bowdoin  will  have  the  honour 
of  writing  to  your  Lordfliip  on  that  fubjeft. 

The  Governor’s  letter  of  the  5th  of  Decem¬ 
ber,  relative  to  the  Council’s  petitions  to  the 
two  Houles  of  Parliament,  is  principally  de- 
ligned  to  fruftrate  them ;  to  give  your  Lord- 
fhip  a  wrong  idea  of  many  of  the  circum- 
flances  attending  the  agreeing  on  them ;  and 
to  let  you  know  that  the  Council  is  brought 
under  fuc’n  awe  of  their  conftituents,  by 
the  frequent  removal  of  the  friends  of  Go¬ 
vernment,  as  that  there  is  very  little  exercile 
for  private  judgment  in  popular  quefHons.— 
We  thought,  till  the  receipt  of  this  letter  of 
his,  that  the  whole  of  our  conduct  in  this 
matter,  at  leaf!,  was  in  no  inftance  excepted 
to  by  him  :  but  we  have  found  ourfelves  mis¬ 
taken.  There  is  nothing  in  this  letter  very 
material,  and  therefore  without  taking  fur- 
ther  notice  of  it,  we  beg  leave  to  give  your 
Lorcllhip  Tome  account  of  the  origination  of 
thofe  petitions.  Your  Lordfliip  will  therefore 
pleafe  to  be  informed,  That  at  the  laid  fitting 
of  the  General  Court,  the  Council  thought  it 

7  #  O 

necelfary  to  petition  his  Majefty  and  both 
Iloufes  of  Parliament,  on  the  fubject  of  the 


adts  of  Parliament  for  railing  a  revenue  from 


the  coloni  s,  and  divers  times  conhdered  it. 
As  it  was  apprehended  the  feffion  would  be 
a  loiw  one,  on  account  of  the  fettkment  of 
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the  valuation  of  eftates  through  the  province, 
tlie  Council  did  not  appoint  a  committee  to 
prepare  the  petitions,  before  the  Governor 
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communicated,  on  the  24th  of  June,  the  latter 
part  of  your  Lordfhip’s  letter,  Signifying  his 
Majefty’s  pleafure,  relative  to  the  diifolution  of 
the  General  Court.  The  Committee  reported 
the  draft  of  the  petition  to  the  King  on  the 
29th,  when  it  feems  the  Governor  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  prorogue  the  Court. 

The  petition  had  been  read,  and  was  under 
confideration,  when  the  mefiage  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor  from  the  Iloufe,  in  anfwer  to  the  re- 
quifition  for  refeinding  certain  refolves,  inter¬ 
rupted  the  proceeding  in  it :  but  after  re¬ 
ceiving  the  faid  mefiage,  the  Governor  would 
not  fuffer  it  to  be  refumed,  though  earneftly 
requefted,  and  without  any  neceffity  imme¬ 
diately  prorogued  the  Court,  which  prevented 
the  Council  petitioning  in  their  legislative  ca¬ 
pacity  :  in  which  capacity  the  Governor 
could  not  difpute  the  Council’s  right  to  peti¬ 
tion  independent  of  him.  They  thought  it 
very  unkind  and  very  unjuft,  that  he  would 
not  fuffer  them  to  compleat  their  petitions, 
which  might  have  been  done  the  next  day  ; 
and  they  cannot  account  for  that  very  hafty 
and  abrupt  prorogation,  but  by  fuppofmg  it 
proceeded  from  an  intention  to  prevent  or 
fruftrate  the  faid  petitions,  and  to  ftop  a  re- 
monflrance  to  his  Majefty  againft  him,  which 
was  then  debating  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefen- 
tatives.  With  regard  to  the  faid  petitions, 
immediately  after  the  prorogation,  it  was 
moved  in  Council  to  proceed  upon  them  ; 
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but  the  Governor  interpofed,  and  infifted  that 
the  Council  had  no  right  to  do  it  without  him. 
A  Committee,  after  much  altercation,  was 
finally,  with  his  confent,  appointed  to  pre¬ 
pare  a  petition  to  the  King  and  the  King  only, 
the  Governor  infilling  that  the  Committee 
fihould  not  be  authorized  to  prepare  petitions 
to  the  Lords  and  Commons  :  which  Ihewed 
his  intention  to  prevent  the  petitions  to  the 
two  Houles  of  Parliament :  and  in  regard  to 
the  petition  to  his  Majefty,  it  has  been  appre¬ 
hended  he  defigned  to  frufirate  that. 

This  laft-mentioned  petition,  at  the  Coun¬ 
cil's  defire,  was  by  the  Governor,  in  whom 
they  then  thought  they  could  place  fome 
confidence,  tranfmitted  to  your  Lordfhip, 
with  their  humble  requell,  that  your  Lord¬ 
fhip  would  lay  it  before  his  Majefty.  In 
the  prayer  of  it  a  word  is  ufed,  which  the 
Governor  is  apprehended  to  have  laid  hold 
on,  to  draw  a  l'enfe  very  different  from  what 
he  knew  the  Council  intended  ;  and  that  ac¬ 
cordingly  in  writing  to  your  Lordfhip  he 
introduced  the  prayer  of  it  in  fuch  a  manner, 
as  to  make  it  feem  that  the  Council  intended 
to  petition  againll  the  revenue-money  being 
drawn ,  or  lent  from  America,  rather  than 
for  the  repeal  of  the  revenue  acts.  But 
however  this  may  be,  (about  which  we  are 
not  yet  fatisfied,  notwithftanding  the  Go¬ 
vernor  is  pleafed  to  fty  we  arc)  ii  occafioned 
our  petitions  to  the  two  Hollies  of  Par¬ 
liament,  in  which,  that  we  might  not  be 
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mifapprehended  from  any  reafonings  of  the 
Governor  on  the  prayer  of  our  petition  to 
his  Majefty,  we  have  prayed  for  the  repeal  of 
thofe  adts  in  the  moft  explicit  manner. 

With  regard  to  the  Council’s  petition 
tranfmitted  to  your  Lordlhip  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  we  take  this  occafion  to  thank  your 
Lordlhip  for  laying  it  before  his  Majefty. 

And  now,  my  Lord,  having  given  your 
Lordlhip  a  general  account  of  the  Council’s 
proceedings,  in  which  they  have  added  (in 
a  manner  his  Majefty  expedts  they  fhould 
act)  agreeable  to  their  oaths  and  confci- 
ences,  and  with  an  unremitting  regard  to 
his  lervice,  honor  and  government,  they 
humbly  beg  leave  to  exprefs  their  deep  bor¬ 
row  and  diftrefs  on  account  of  his  Majefty’s 
difpleafure,  which  the  town  and  province  at 
prel'ent  experience. 

The  dilfolution  of  the  General  Court — 
the  fhiips  of  war  ftationed  here — troops  in 
polfeftion  of  the  town— the  precautions  ta¬ 
ken  to  prevent  any  intelligence  coming  hi¬ 
ther  of  the  embarking  of  the  troops  from 
Halifax,  and  the  circumftances  attending 
their  landing  here,  as  if  in  an  enemy’s  coun¬ 
try — all  indicate  the  frowns  and  difplealure 
of  his  Majefty. 

We  do  not  yet  certainly  know  all  the  means 
-  by  which  this  has  happened  :  nor  do  we 
yet  certainly  know  all  our  accufers.  But  we 
apprehend  the  reprefen tations and  memorals, 
that  have  been  made  by  Governor  Bernard, 
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the  commiflioners  of  the  cuftoms,  and  fome 
other  perfons,  concerning  the  diforders  and 
riotous  proceedings,  which  happened  in  the 
town  of  Bofton,  in  March  and  June  1768, 
have  brought  upon  them  that  misfortune. 
What  happened  in  March  was  of  no  confidc- 
ration,  and  it  muft  indicate  a  great  degree  of 
malevolence  to  reprefent  it  to  the  difad- 
vantage  of  the  town. 

What  happened  on  the  10th  of  June, 
though  highly  unwarrantable  and  unjultifia- 
ble,  was  attended  with  circumftances,  that 
make  it  probable  a  riot  was  planned,  a  id 
hoped  for,  by  fome  of  thole  perfons,  who 
moft  exclaimed  againft  it,  and  have  made  it 
the  fubjedt  of  thofe  memorials  and  represen¬ 
tations.  But  for  a  fuller  detail  of  thofe  dif¬ 
orders,  and  the  apprehended  occafion  of  them, 
we  beg  leave  to  refer  your  Lordlhip  to  the 
proceedings  of  the  Council  on  the  29th  of 
July  laft,  and  to  their  addrefs  to  General 
Gage  of  the  27th  of  Odtober,  both  which 
have  been  communicated  to  your  Lordlhip 
by  the  Governor,  and  which  we  humbly 
hope,  notwithftanding  they  were  accompa¬ 
nied  with  his  animadverfions,  have  induced 
his  Majefty  to  look  upon  the  town  of  Bofton, 
in  a  more  favourable  light  than  the  authors 
of  the  aforelaid  memorials  and  reprefen ta- 
tions  are  defirous  he  fhould. 

Upon  the  whole,  my  Lord,  we  are  con- 
ftrained  to  fay  that  Governor  Bernard’s  great 
aim  (as  evidently  appears  by  his  letters)  is 
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the  deftruftion  of  our  conftitution,  derived 
to  us  by  charter,  and  as  Englishmen  ;  and 
that  in  his  letters  to  your  LordShip,  he  hath 
Stuck  at  nothing  to  effect  this  purpofe.  A 
conftitution,  dearly  purchafed  by  our  ancef- 
tors,  and  dear  to  us,  and  which  we  perfuade 
ourfelves  will  be  continued  to  us  notwith¬ 
standing  the  reprefentations  in  his  letters ;  the 
truth  of  which  depends  folely  upon  his  own 
averment. 

The  moft  material  things  charg’d  upon  the 
Council  are,  their  not  doing  their  duty  with 
refpeft  to  the  providing  quarters  for  the 
King’s  troops  ported  at  Bofton :  and  a  gene¬ 
ral  omiffion  of  duty,  arifing  from  their  fer- 
vility  to  the  populace,  the  pleafing  of  whom 
hath,  according  to  his  reprefentation,  been 
the  rule  of  their  conduct— both  without  foun¬ 
dation  or  even  colour  of  truth. 

With  regard  to  the  firft,  in  addition  to 
what  has  been  already  obferved,  we  beg  leave 
further  to  remark,  that  fuch  hath  been  the 
zeal  of  his  Majefty’s  Council  for  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fervice,  that  they  have  always  done 
every  thing  within  their  power  to  promote 
it ;  and  have  even  exceeded  the  authority 
given  them  by  the  aft  for  puniftiing  mu¬ 
tiny  and  defertion.  About  the  beginning  ol 
the  late  war,  when  there  arrived  a  number 
of  his  Majefty’s  troops  in  the  harbour  oi 
Bofton,  immediately  and  without  the  leaft 
hefitation,  the  barracks  at  Caftie  William 
(within  the  toownfhip  of  Bofton  and  but 
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three  miles  from  the  center  of  the  town) 
were  built  by  the  province  for  the  accommo¬ 
dation  of  the  King’s  troops ;  and  were  in  the 
judgment  of  Sir  Jeffery  Amherft,  when  here, 
the  belt  and  moil:  commodious  of  any  in 
North  America.  Thefe  were  by  the  Gover¬ 
nor  and  Council  provided  with  neceflaries  for 
thole  troops,  and  furnilhed  with  every  tiling 
that  by  ad  of  parliament  was  required,  and 
even  beyond  its  demands  ;  and  the  like  pro¬ 
vision  has  been  made  divers  times  Since,  as 
troops  have  occasionally  arrived  here.  And 
now  again,  upon  the  news  that  his  Majefty 
had  ordered  troops  hither,  the  Governor  and 
Council  directed  the  Provincial  CommiSTary 
General,  that  the  barracks  aforefaid  Should 
be  put  into  proper  order  for  their  reception ; 
and  that  barrack  utenlils,  &c.  Should  be  pro¬ 
vided  with  the  utmoll  expedition,  which  was 
done  accordingly.  Thele  are  fads  that  no 
one  can  deny.  But  it  has  been  laid,  that  the 
Council  did  not  exert  themfelves  for  the  pro- 
vilion  of  the  troops  in  Bofton  ;  to  which  it 
is  anfwered,  that  if  they  did  every  thing 
that  by  the  aft  of  parliament  laft  made  they 
were  obliged  to,  or  might  do,  Surely  they  did 
their  duty ;  and  are  not  to  be  blamed  :  this 
was  the  cafe ;  nor  did  they  omit  any  thing 
within  their  department.  By  the  preamble 
of  the  ad  it  appears  plainly,  that  the  pub¬ 
lic  houfes  and  barracks  are  lirft  to  be  filled ; 
and  by  the  firff  enading  claule,  the  conftables, 
tv thingmcn,  &c.  are  required  to  quarter  and 
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billet  the  foldiers,  and  in  their  abfence  or 
detail] t  a  juftice  of  the  peace  is  to  do  it,  they 
and  no  others :  confequently  if  the  Council 
had  quartered  any  foldiers  at  any  place,  even 
in  inns  or  livery  flables,  againft  the  mind 
of  the  owner,  he  could  maintain  trefpafs  ; 
and  no  order  of  Governor  and  Council  could 

• 

have  defeated  the  action.  But  in  cafe  there 
fhould  not  be  fufficient  room  tor  the  officers 
and  foldiers  in  fuch  barracks,  inns,  &c.  that 
in  fuch,  and  in  no  other  cafe,  and  upon  no 
other  account,  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  for 
the  Governor  and  Council  to  order  quarters  ; 
from  whence  it  clearly  appears,  the  Council 
exceeded  their  authority  in  favour  of  his 
Majefty’s  troops,  rather  than  othenvife.  Is 
it  not  manifeft,  my  Lord,  that  the  Governor 
and  Council  had  no  right  to  meddle  in  the 
affair  of  quartering  aforefaid,  excepting  it  was 
for  the  refidue  of  fuch  officers  and  foldiers 
for  whom  there  might  not  be  room  in  fuch 
barracks,  inns,  and  public  places  ;  then,  and 
in  that  cafe,  and  upon  that  account,  and  in 
no  other  cafe,  had  the  Governor  and  Coun¬ 
cil  any  right,  power,  or  authority  to  give  or¬ 
ders  touching  the  quartering  the  faid  refi¬ 
due  :  but  this  never  took  place,  none  were 
quartered  as  directed  by  faid  aft,  laving 
thofe  at  the  barracks  at  Caftle  William.  This 
is  the  true  conftruftion  of  the  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  which  is  a  penal  ftatute ;  and  every 
penal  ftatute  is  to  be  conftrued  ft  rift  ly.  It 
never  was  in  the  intention  of  the  Council  to 
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evade  the  adl  in  the  lead;  meafure,  or  to  give 
it  fuch  a  condrudtion  as  would  render  it  of 
no  effect  in  this  province,  notwithstanding 
what  the  Governor  hath  mod  injurioufly  fug- 
geded  to  the  contrary.  This  a£t  refpedts  his 
Majedy’s  troops,  either  when  at  winter  quar¬ 
ters,  or  when  upon  their  march,  or  both  ;  it 
is  not  to  be  imagined  that  the  parliament  of 
Great  Britain  when  they  made  this  a6f,  had 
in  contemplation  that  there  would  be  a  great 
number  of  the  King’s  troops  lent  to  the  plan¬ 
tations  to  keep  the  King’s  peace  there,  which 
the  troops  have  no  authority  to  do,  limply 
considered  as  the  King’s  troops,  but  only  as  part 
of  the  Poffe  Comitatus  under  the  direction 
of  the  civil  magidrate:  but  whether  this  was 
the  intention  of  parliament  or  not,  the  King 
has  a  right  to  fend  his  troops  where  he  in  his 
great  wifdom  Shall  think  bed  ;  and  to  relid 
the  King’s  troops  in  their  landing,  on  their 
march,  or  at  quarters,  is  rebellion  and  high 
treafon;  and  it  would  be  very  unbecoming 
his  Majedy’s  council  not  to  give  them  all  that 
abidance  they  were  commanded  by  law  to 
give  them. 

The  fentiment  of  the  Council  is  this,  that 


when  the  troops  are  at  quarters  in  the  lame 
town  where  there  are  good  barracks  provided, 
thefe  mud  be  filled  fir J f .  But  the  Council 
never  were  lo  ablurd  as  to  condrue  t la c  act, 
that  when  the  King’s  troops  were  upon  the 
march  a  hundred  miles  from  fucla  ban  acks, 

no  provilion  fhould  be  made  for  tnem  on  then 

march  : 
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march  :  in  fuch  cafe,  my  Lord,  the  fame  pro*» 
vihon  ought  to  be  and  would  be  made  for 
them  as  if  no  barracks  had  been  in  the  pro¬ 
vince. 

As  to  the  omiflion  of  duty,  particularly 
with  regard  to  the  fupprefling  riots,  mobs, 
diforders  or  the  like,  the  Council  can  with 
truth  fay,  it  is  not  in  the  Governor’s  power 
to  give  one  inftance,  wherein  they  have  not 
exerted  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  to  fupprefs 
them.  In  proof  of  their  having  done  fo,  they 
can  appeal  to  their  anfwer  to  the  Governor, 
relative  to  a  libel  publifhed  againft:  him ;  to 
the  proclamations  they  have  advifed  him  to 
iiTue  ;  to  the  orders  they  have  given  the  At¬ 
torney-General  to  profecute  thofe  who  have 
been  rioters,  or  otherwife,  difturbers  of  the 
peace  ;  and  to  the  rewards  offered  to  induce 
perfons  to  bring  them  to  juftice.  The  Go¬ 
vernor  never  laid  any  thing  of  this  nature  be¬ 
fore  the  Council,  wherein  they  were  not  as  fond 
of  having  the  tranfgreifors  brought  to  condign 
punifhment,  as  the  Governor  himfelf ;  and  of 
taking  every  legal  meafure  to  effect  it. 

Nor  do  we  know  an  inftance  of  any  magif- 
trate  being  complained  of  before  the  Governor 
and  Council,  but  the  Council  earned  their 
refentments  as  high  againft  him  as  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  and  fome  of  them  much  higher  : 
Why  then  fhould  the  tenure  of  luch  officers 
commiflions  depend  on  the  will  oi  the  Go¬ 
vernor  !  which  is  what  he  greatly  delires ;  and 
/Which  will  be  the  cafe,  fhould  he  lucceed  in 

his 
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1ns  defire.  Such  a  dependance  is  quite  con¬ 
trary  to  the  tenure  by  which  the  judges  in 
England,  before  the  acceffion  of  his  prefen  t 
Majefty,  held  their  commifiions ;  and  much 
more  fo  now,  fince  their  commifiions  continue 
in  force  notwithftanding  the  demife  of  the 
King.  If  there  has  been  no  mftance  fince 
the  charter  of  a  difference  in  fentiment  be¬ 
tween  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  the  pre¬ 
fent  time,  relative  to  the  difplacing  or  fuper- 
ceding  any  civil  officer,  (and  we  don’t  know 
of  one)  what  foundation  can  there  be  for  the 
Governor’s  complaint,  and  the  reprefentations 
he  has  given,  but  what  arifes  more  from  an 
unjuft  and  ungrateful  prejudiceagainft  the  pro¬ 
vince,  than  a  real  regard  to  the  King’s  autho¬ 
rity  ?  How  he  could  write  to  your  Lordfhip, 
that  his  informations  to  you  were  founded  on 
the  ftridfeft  truth  and  candour,  is  truly  fur- 
prifing;  and  to  declare,  as  he  has  divers  times 
done,  that  he  never  wrote  to  the  prejudice  of 
this  country,  fhews  what  credit  his  letters  de- 
ferve.  If  the  Governor  knows  there  are  per- 
fons  in  the  magiftracy  that  have  a  died  a  part 
unworthy  or  inconfiftent  with  their  office, 
was  he  not,  in  duty  to  hisMajefty,  bound  to 
exhibit  a  complaint  againfi:  fuch  to  the  Coun¬ 
cil  ?  and  when  he  fhould  obferve  any  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  Council  to  remove  fuch 
perfons,  it  would  have  been  early  enough  for 
the  Governor  to  reprefent  the  Council  in  the 
unkind  and  unjuft  light  he  hath  done.  It 
hath  been  the  h-appinefis  of  hisMajefty’s  Coun- 

M  cil. 
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cil,  from  the  grant  of  the  charter  till  lately,  to 
be  on  the  beft  terms  with  the  King’s  Repre¬ 
sentative.  There  have  indeed  been  frequent 
difputes  between  the  Governor  and  the  Houfe 
of  Representatives,  but  never  (that  we  know 
of)  between  the  Governor  and  the  Council, 
till  now.  That  it  is  fo  at  this  day,  is  our  un- 
happinefs,  not  our  crime.  Never  was  there 
a  Council  that  have  borne  fo  much  from  a  Go¬ 
vernor,  as  the  prefent  Council  have  borne  from 
Governor  Bernard.  How  often  have  they 
been  threatened  by  him,  that  in  cafe  they 
would  not  come  into  his  meafures,  he  would 
lay  their  condudt  before  the  miniftry  ?  How 
often  hath  he  demanded  anfwers  to  his  quef- 
tions  immediately,  purely  to  enfnare  them, 
without  allowing  them  time  to  confider  the 
fubjeft,  or  to  affign  the  reafons  of  their  an¬ 
fwers  ?  In  how  many  inftances  has  he  de¬ 
manded  the  advice  of  the  Council  on  their 
oaths,  relative  to  matters  of  no  public  con¬ 
cern,  and  altogether  foreign  to  the  true  in¬ 
tention  of  their  oaths  as  councellors,  and  on 
which  they  were  not  obliged  by  their  oath 
of  office  to  give  their  advice,  or  to  make  any 
anfwer  ?  How  often  has  he,  upon  afking  ad¬ 
vice,  refufed  receiving  it,  becaufe  it  did  not 
fuit  him  ?  And  though  nothing  can  be  more 
ablurd  than  to  afk  advice,  and  tell  the  per- 
fons  of  whom  it  is  afked,  that  it  mud  be  in 
this  or  the  other  manner,  (in  which  cafe  it  is 
the  advice  of  theperfon  afking  advice,  and  not 
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the  advice  of  them  from  whom  it  is  afked) 
yet  this  has  been  very  much  his  practice. 

How  kind  and  juft  would  it  have  been  in 
Governor  Bernard,  to  let  the  Council  have 
previously  known  the  Several  articles  of  his 
intended  complaint  againft  them,  and  of  his 
purpole  (as  far  as  in  him  lay)  to  bring  about 
the  moft  elfential  and  fundamental  alterations 
in  the  constitution  of  this  government,  that 
they  might  have  had  opportunity  of  anfwer- 
ing  for  themfelves  and  their  country  ;  and  not 
be  condemned  (as  he  intended  they  Should 
be)  unheard  ;  especially  at  a  time  when  there 
was  no  HouSe  of  Representatives  to  defend  the 
province.  Had  he  been,  what  his  Station  re¬ 
quired  him  to  be,  the  father  oi  this  people, 
he  would  have  done  it ,  and  by  So  doing  have 
had  the  applauSe  of  the  King  his  Royal 
Mafter,  who  delights  in  nothing  So  much  as 
in  doing  juftice  himfelf,  and  feeing  all  in  au¬ 
thority  under  him,  imitating  his  Royal  ex¬ 
ample. 

It  is  plain,  my  Lord,  that  the  people  of  this 
province,  of  all  ranks,  orders  and  conditions, 
(with  but  few  exceptions)  have  loft  all  confi¬ 
dence  in  Governor  Bernard,  and  he  in  them  : 
Wherefore,  from  the  higheft  Senfe  of  duty  to 
his  IMajefty,  (whofe  honour  and  intereft  is 
very  near  our  hearts)  and  from  a  juft  regard 
to  this  province,  and  to  all  the  colonies  and 
provinces  on  this  continent,  we  moft  humbly 
Submit  to  your  Lordfhip,  whether  his  Maje- 
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fly’s  fervice  can  be  carried  on  with  advantage 
during  his  adminiftration. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  moft 
perfect  regard,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfhip’^ 
mold  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervants, 

Samuel  Danfortb 
Ifaac  Hoy  all 
"John  Ervin? 

William  Brattle 
James :  Bowdoin 
Thomas  Hubbard 

The  major  part  of  the  Council .  * 

*  Such  Members  of  the  Council  as  live  in  the  country, 
and  have  not  figned  this  letter,  were  too  remote  from  Bos¬ 
ton  to  attend  with  convenience  on  this  occafion  :  and 
the  veffel  which  carried  the  faid  letter,  being  to  fail  within 
a  few  days  after  the  copies  of  the  Governor’s  foregoing 
letters  were  received,  it  was  impolfible  for  fome  of  ^thein 
to  attend. 


Harrifon  Gray 
James  Ruff  ell 
Roy  all  Tyler 
James  Pitts 
Samuel  Dexter , 


W-fwim  mm 


* 


Mr.  Bowdoin' s  Letter  to  Lord  Hilljborough. 

Bojlon,  April  51,  1769. 

My  Lord, 

HpHE  occafion  of  my  addvefilng  your 
J_  Lordfhip,  proceeds  from  a  letter  of 
Governor  Bernard  to  your  Lordfhip,  dated 
the  30th  of  November  laft  :  a  copy  of  which, 
with  copies  of  other  letters  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  has  been  lent  to  the  Council  of  this 
province. 

Of 
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nf  this  lettei,  my  Cord,  as  it  wholly  re¬ 
lates  to  a  converfation  between  tlie  Gover- 
noi  and  myfelf,  and  to  what  happened  in 
confequence  of  it,  the  Council  have  taken 
farther  notice,  in  their  letter  to  your 
Lordfhip  of  this  date,  than  to  refer  to  what 
I  have  now  the  honour  of  writing  to  you  on 
the  fubjeft  of  that  converfation.  The  Coun¬ 
cil’s  petition  to  his  Majefty,  which  the  Go¬ 
vernor  enclofed  to  you  in  his  letter  of  the 
1 6th  of  July,  was  the  1  abject  :  and  what 
paffed  upon  it  I  beg  leave,  at  the  defire  of 
the  Council,  to  inform  you.  But  to  make 
it  intelligible,  it  is  needful  to  quote  here 
part  of  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  viz. — 
“  And  if  it  fhould  appear  to  your  Majefty, 
that  it  is  not  for  the  benefit  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  colonies,  that  any  revenue  fhould 
be  draw?!  from  the  colonies,  we  humbly  im- 
plore  your  Majefty ’s  gracious  recommenda¬ 
tion  to  parliament,  that  your  American  fub- 
je6ts  may  be  relieved  from  the  operation  of 
the  feveral  acts  made  for  that  purpofe,  in 
fuch  manner  as  to  the  wifdom  of  your  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  parliament  may  feem  proper.” 

The  defign  of  the  Council,  my  Lord,  and  it 
appears  by  the  general  tenor  of  the  petition, 
and  by  the  above-cited  claufe,  their  defign  was, 
to  implore  his  Majefty ’s  recommendation  to 
parliament,  that  his  American  fubjeefts  might 
be  wholly  relieved  from  the  feveral  a<fts  of 
parliament  made  for  the  purpofe  of  railing  a 
revenue  from  them  ;  or  that  the  faid  a£ts 

might 
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might  be  repealed. — That  this  defign  might 
be  more  effe&ually  anfwered,  the  Council, 
confiding  in  the  governor,  defired  him  to 
tranfmit  to  your  Lordfhip  the  faid  Petition ; 
and  to  ufe  his  influence  that  the  prayer  of  it 
might  be  granted.  He  tranfmitted  it  ac¬ 
cordingly,  together  with  a  letter  to  you,  in 
which,  from  the  converfation  referred  to,  I 
was  induced  to  think  the  Governor  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  give  a  fenfe  to  the  above-cited 
ciaufe,  very  different  from  what  he  knew 
was  the  intention  of  the  Council ;  and  from 
the  fenfe,  which  the  words  themfelves,  taken 
all  together,  in  common  conftruction  con- 
vey. 

From  the  word  draw n,  in  the  faid  ciaufe, 
I  was  led  to  think,  he  had  drawn  this  con- 
ftrucfion  of  it,  that  the  Council  acquiefcing 
in  the  faid  afts  of  parliament  meant  nothing 
more  by  the  laid  ciaufe,  than  to  defire  that 
whatever  money  might  be  raifed  in  the  co¬ 
lonies,  by  virtue  of  the  faid  a6ts,  might  not 
be  drawn  from,  or  fent  out  of  the  colonies  ; 
but  that  the  whole  of  it  might  be  expended 
in  them.  “  You  meant,  faid  the  Governor 
(fpeaking  to  me  concerning  the  Council’s 
petition  "at  the  College,  where  the  converfa¬ 
tion  was  had)  by  revenue  drawn  from  the 
colonies,  revenue  railed  in  them.  But  how¬ 
ever,  faid  he,  I  have  taken  your  mean¬ 
ing  to  be,  that  you  defire  that  none  of 
the  revenue  money  may  be  fent  away  out  of 
America  :  and  accordingly  I  have  wrote  to 
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the  Secretary  of  State,  reprefenting  the  in¬ 
expediency  of  ordering  any  of  the  American 
revenue  to  be  fent  out  of  America  :  and  you 
may  depend  it  will  not  be  done  ;  for  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  fervice  in  America  will  require  more 
money  than  that  revenue  can  fupply.” — 
Thus  far,  my  Lord,  the  fubjeft  could  give 
me  no  occafion  to  fuppofe  (what  the  Gover¬ 
nor  appears  very  defirous  ihould  be  luppo- 
fed)  that  what  he  faid  was  “  in  joke”— 
“  There  is  money  in  the  revenue  cheft,  con¬ 
tinued  the  Governor,  and  I  hope  it  will  be 
ordered  out  foon  ;  and  that  I  fhall  have  fome 
of  it.”— Here  indeed  there  might  have  been 
room  for  fome  pleafantry  :  but  the  Gover¬ 
nor  appeared  to  mean  what  he  faid. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  the  fubltance  of  what 
palled. — I  was  aftonifhed  at  his  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  pervert  the  intention  and  meaning  ot 
the  petition  :  and  feveral  gentlemen  of  the 
Council,  to  whom  I  mentioned  this  conver- 
fation  on  the  fame  day,  were  no  lefs  afto- 
nilhed  at  it  too  :  and  it  was  thought,  if  he 
had  done  fo,  he  had  not  only  betrayed  the 
truft  repofed  in  him  by  the  Council,  and  by 
fo  doing  abufed  the  province,  but  at  the 
fame  time  had  endeavoured  to  impofc  upon 
your  Lordlhip  ;  and  through  your  Lordlhip, 
upon  his  Ala  jelly  • 

Soon  after  the  Commencement  July  20th, 

on  which  day  the  converfation  happened,  a 

number  of  the  Council  met  together  to  con- 

lider  about  petitioning  the  two  houfes  of 

par- 
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parliament :  principally  with  a  view  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  Councirs  petition  to  his  Maje- 
fty  being  mifunderftood  :  but  as  there  was 
time  enough  before  them,  they  poftponed  it, 
and  afterwards  in  November  proceeded  upon 
it,  and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Bollan  two  petiti¬ 
ons  to  the  Lords  and  Commons  for  that 
purpofe. 

I  will  now  proceed,  with  the  leave  of  your 
Lordfhip,  to  take  notice  of  the  Governor’s 
letter  :  in  which,  informing  your  Lordfhip 
of  the  converfation  with  him,  whereby  I 
“  juftified”  what  he  is  pleafed  to  call  my 
<c  charge  againft  him,”  he  fays  I  mentioned 
“  fome thing  which  explained  the  whole  ;  and 
file  wed,  that  what  he  faid  upon  thatocc'afion, 
was  entirely  in  joke.  And  this  was  confir¬ 
med  by  a  councellor.” 

What  the  Governor  did  fay,  my  Lord,  I 
have  reprefented  above :  to  the  truth  of 
which  1  fhall  be  ready  to  teftify  whenever 
your  Lordfhip,  or  the  Governor  fhall  defire 
it.  In  the  mean  time,  as  I  would  not  trou¬ 
ble  you  with  any  unneceffary  obfervations, 
I  fhall  leave  it  to  your  Lordfhip  to  determine, 
whether  it  can  be  inferred  from  the  account 
above  given,  that  what  he  faid,  was  faid  “  in 
joke.” 

But  “  this  was  confirmed,  fays  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  by  a  councellor.”— What  pafled,  my 
Lord,  was  between  the  Governor  and  my- 
lelf ;  and  could  not  be  heard  by  any  one 
dfe.  What  this  Gentleman  (the  councellor) 
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faid  was,  that  the  Governor  talked  very  fa- 
cetioufly,  or  joked  about  a  large  falary  he 
expected  to  receive  out  of  the  American  re¬ 
venue.  But  even  this  was  on  a  different  part 
of  the  day,  and  at  that  gentleman’s  houfe, 
where  I  was  not  prefent :  and  no  way  rela¬ 
ted  to  the  Governor’s  converfation  with  me* 
nor  to  his  giving  to  your  Lordfhip  a  mean¬ 
ing  to  the  Council’s  petition  different  from 
their  own.  It  is  neceffary  then  he  fhould 
produce  fome  further  evidence,  to  prove 
“  that  what  he  faid  to  me  (mentioned  above) 

was  intirely  in  joke.” 

The  Governor  fays,  his  letter  in  queftion* 
dated  July  16th,  he  had  copied;  and  that 
the  three  or  four  gentlemen  to  whom  he 
communicated  it,  “  were  greatly  furprized 
to  find  it  fo  clear  of  my  charge.”-— This 
my  Lord,  whether  tine  or  falic,  was 
not  my  charge  :  it  was  the  Governor  s  againit 
himfelf ;  and  was  only  related  by  me,  as  I 
had  had  it  from  his  own  mouth.  I  was  obli¬ 
ged  to  believe  it,  or  call  in  queftion  his  ve¬ 
racity.  I  with  the  account  he  has  given  to 
your  Lordfhp,  relative  to  our  converfation, 
had  helped  me  out  of  this  difagreeable  di¬ 
lemma.  in  .  . 

The  Governor  informs  your  Louuhip  fie 

produced  the  letter  at  Council,  ahd  read  the 

whole  paffage  referred  to  :  “  from  whence  it 

appeared,  he  fays,  that  in  mentioning  the 

prayer  of  their  petition,  he  ufed  tneu  own 

words,  without  adding  a  Angle  word  ot  hi# 

isj'  own. 
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own.” — “  This  appeared  fatisfa&ory  to  the 
whole  Council,  except  Mr.  Bowdoin.” 

The  Governor,  my  Lord,  read  a  paper, 
which  he  did  not  deliver  out  of  his  hand, 
and  which,  not  having  an  opportunity  of 
reading  it  myfelf,  I  might  mifapprehend.  But 
from  my  remembrance  of  it,  if  the  words  of 
the  prayer  were  ufed  in  it,  they  were  intro¬ 
duced  with  fo  much  addrefs,  as  to  give  me 
a  very  different  idea,  from  that  which  the 
fame  words,  as  introduced  and  ufed  in  the 
prayei  ltfelr,  do  convey.  It  was  not  there¬ 
fore  (as  the  Governor  juftly  obferves)  fatis- 
factory  to  me  :  nor  was  it  fatisfaclory  to  the 
whole  Council  befide,  notwithftanding  he  is 
pleafed  to  declare  fo. 

*•  There  is  one  paffage  more,  I  beg  leave  to 
remark  on.  The  Governor  informs  your 
Lordfhip,  that  I;  “  have  all  along  taken  the 
lead  of  the  Council  in  their  late  extraordi¬ 
nary  proceedings.”  The  Council,  my  Lord, 
fee  and  act  for  themfelves  :  they  have  no 
leader — no  guide  but  law,  reafon  and  the 
conftitution.  As  they  acknowledge  no  lead¬ 
er,  fo  neither  have  they  any  fondnefs  for  a 
dictator :  in  which  character,  my  Lord,  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard  for  fome  time  paid  has  been 
endeavouring  to  eftablifli  himfelf. 

As  the  Governor  has  unjuftly  reprefented 
me  aS  the  leader  of  the  Council,  I  beg  leave 
to  afiure  your  Lordfhip,  it  is  a  character  that 
does  not  belong  to  me  :  and  I  take  tills  oc- 
cafion  wholly  to  disclaim  it. 


In 
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I  n  refpedt  to  the  late  extraordinary  pro¬ 
ceedings,  (as  the  Governor  is  pleafed  to  call 
them)  the  Council  have  wrote  to  your  Lord- 
fliip  a  full  account  concerning  them.  In 
thole  and  all  their  other  proceedings,  they 
have  been  adtuated  by  the  principles  of  duty 
and  loyalty  to  his  Majefty,  and  by  a  regard 
to  his  honor,  and  the  welfare  of  his  faithful 
fubjedts  of  this  province.  And  I  humbly 
hope,  my  Lord,  that  not  only  in  thofe  pro¬ 
ceedings  (fo  far  as  I  have  had  any  fhare  in 
them)  but  in  the  whole  of  my  condudt,  I 
have  been,  at  lead  in  fome  meafure,  under 
the  influence  of  the  fame  principles. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  the  mod 
perfedt  regard,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfhip’s 
moft  obedient,  and  moft  humble  fervant, 

JAMES  BOWDOIN. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  ? 

The  Earl  of  Hillfborough.  $ 


In  COUNCIL,  June  8,  1769.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  Court  fitting. 


ON  a  motion  made  by  the  honourable 
John  Hill,  Efq;  and  feconded  by  di¬ 
vers  members  of  the  Board,  that  as  he  had 
been  acquainted  a  letter  had  been  written  by 
the  major  part  of  the  members  ot  the  lalt 
year’s  Council  to  the  Right  Honourable  the 
J  -  N  2  Earl 
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Earl  of  HUlJborough,  occafioned  by  their  ha- 
ving  received  authenticated  copies  of  fix  let¬ 
ters  of  his  Excellency  Governor  Bernard,  he 
moved  that  the  faid  letters  might  be  laid  be-* 
fore  the  Board.,  The  letters  were  laid  before 
the  Board  accordingly,  and  the  following 
vote  paffed,  viz, 

'  I  'HERE  having  been  laid  before  the 
^  Board  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Right  Ho¬ 
nourable  the  Earl  of  Hilifborough  from  the 
major  part  of  the  members  of  the  Council 
of  the  laft  year,  bearing  date  the  1 5th  April 
laft,  which  was  written  to  his  Lordfhip,  with 
a  view  to  remove  any  impreffions  to  the  diR 
advantage  of  this  province,  and  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  in  particular ;  which  the  fix  letters  of  his 
Excellency  Governor  Bernard  to  his  Lordfhip 
(authenticated  copies  of  which  have  been 
lately  tranfmitted  hither)  might  have  occa¬ 
sioned  and  the  fame  having  been  read, 
Refolved  unanimoujly ,  That  the  Board  do 
approve  of  the  meafures  taken  by  the  faid 
major  part  of  the  members  of  the  laft  year’s 
Council  to  vindicate  the  conduct  of  the 
Council,  and  fave  the  conftitution  of  the 
province. — And  as  it  may  be  neceffary  that 
tome  further  obfervations  be  made  on  the 
faid  letters  of  Governor  Bernard, 

Ordered ,  That  Benjamin  Lincoln ,  Nathaniel 
Spur  hawk,  Harrifon  Gray ,  Roy  all  Tyler ,  and 
Samuel  Dexter ,  E%s  ;  be  a  committee  to  pre¬ 
pare 
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pare  a  draft  of  a  letter  to  his  Lordthip  ac-, 
.cordingly,  and  report  the  fame  as  foon  as 
may  be. 

John  Cotton,  D.  Sec. 

In  COUNCIL,  June  12,1769. 

THE  committee  appointed  the  8th  in¬ 
flan  t  to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  letter  to 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hillfbo- 
rough,  on  the  fubjedt  of  fix  letters  from  Go¬ 
vernor  Bernard  to  his  Lordfhip,  reported  the 
following  draft,  which  being  read, 

Pefolved  unanimoujly ,  That  the  fame  be  and 
hereby  is  accepted  ;  and  that  Samuel  Dan- 
forth,  Efq;  fign  the  fame,  as  prelident,  on 
behalf  of  the  Board,  and  tranfmit  it  to  his 
Lordfhip  accordingly, 

A.  Oliver,  Sec. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Hilljh  orough. 
Province  of  Mass  achussets-Bay. 

My  Lord,  Bofon,  June  12,  1769. 

MR.  Danforth,  the  prefident  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  for  the  laft  and  the  prefent  year, 
having  communicated  to  this  Board,  a  copy 
of  a  letter,  dated  April  15th,  1769,  fent  to 
your  Lordlhip,  fubfcribed  by  eleven  gentle¬ 
men,  being  the  major  part  of  the  members 
of  the  Council  for  the  laft  year,  in  aniwer  to 
fix  letters  wrote  to  your  Lordfhip  by  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard,  dated  Novembei  lire  lit, 

1 2th, 


(  96  ) 

1 2th,  14th,  30th,  and'  December  the  5th, 
1768  ;  They  have  unanimoufly  refolved ,  that 
they  approve  of  the  meafures  taken  by  the 
major  part  of  the  members  of  the  lad:  year’s 
Council,  &c.  copy  of  which  refolves  we  have 
the  honour  to  inclofe  to  your  Lordfhip. — As 
the  Gentlemen  who  wrote  that  letter,  have 
been  fo  full  and  explicit  in  defending  them- 
felves  and  the  province  againft  the  Governor’s 
groundlefs  and  injurious  charges,  we  have  the 
lefs  reafon  to  enlarge  upon  fuch  a  difagreeable 
fubjedt.  However,  my  Lord,  if  it  appears 
to  us  that  there  is  any  charge  againft  the 
Council,  in  either  of  the  afore-mentioned  let¬ 
ters,  to  which  there  has  either  been  no  an- 
fwrer,  or  if  mentioned,  not  fo  fully  dilated 
upon  as  the  nature  of  the  offence  with  which 
the  Board  were  charged  does  require ;  your 
Lordfhip  will  indulge  us  the  freedom  further 
to  addrefs  you. 

Permit  us  then,  my  Lord,  with  due  defer¬ 
ence  to  your  Lordfhip’s  high  rank  and  ftation, 
to  animadvert  with  freedom  upon  fome  part 
of  the  Governor’s  afore-mentioned  letters. 

The  Governor  fays  in  one  of  his  letters, 
“  The  Council  is  under  awe  of  their  confti- 
tuents,  by  the  frequent  removal  of  the  friends 
of  Government,”  &c.  Afperfions  of  the  like 
nature  are  feveral  times  call:  upon  the  Coun¬ 
cil  in  fome  of  his  letters ;  which,  for  the  fake 
of  avoiding  prolixity,  we  fhall  not  repeat. 

My  Lord,  if  our  fondnefs  for  a  feat  at  the 
Board  could  poftibly  influence  us  to  vote  and 

advile 
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advife  contrary  to  the  real  fentiments  of  our 
hearts,  the  Governor’s  wanton  exercife  of 
power  in  his  frequent  negatives  put  upon 
councellors  of  the  heft  abilities,  either  becaule 
they  differed  from  him  in  their  political  fen- 
timents  in  fome  inftances,  or  from  refent- 
ment  to  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  for 
dropping  fome  of  his  friends,  would  have  a 
much  greater  influence  upon  us  to  fall  in  with 
his  mealures,  than  any  rifque  we  run  from 
the  honourable  IToufe  in  what  he  calls  /up¬ 
per  ting  gov  eminent :  It  being  more  in  the 
power  of  a  Governor  to  remove  a  councellor, 
than  it  is  in  the  Houfe  :  confequently  if  we 
had  any  great  fondnefs  for  a  feat  at  the  Board, 
we  fhould  aft  inconfiftently  with  our  politi¬ 
cal  interest  to  oppofe  the  Governor  in  his 
meafures.  But,  my  Lord,  we  can  with  great 
truth  fay,  that  while  we  have  had  the  honour 
to  be  members  of  his  Majefty’s  Council,  we 
have  endeavoured  to  difcharge  a  good  con- 
fcience,  and  afted  our  part  with  uprightnefs 
and  integrity,  having  never  been  awed  into 
undue  conduct,  either  by  t lie  Houfe  or  the 
Governor;  and  the  Governor’s  infinuations  to 
the  contrary  are  unkind,  and  without  foun¬ 
dation  ;  and  unlefs  we  can  aft  with  the  fame 
freedom  as  uiual,  we  cannot  efteem  it  an  ho¬ 
nour  to  be  of  that  body. 

That  the  Council  have  appeared  of  late 
more  engaged  in  defending  the  rights  of  the 
province  than  formerly,  may  be  a  faft,  which 
we  have  no  difpofition  to  controvert :  Be  that 
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as  it  tnajr,  we  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  it 
never  was  fo  much  the  incumbent  duty  of 
the  Council,  as  it  was  the  laft  year,  to  defend 
the  rights  of  the  people  :  for  upon  the  ditto- 
lution  of  the  General  Court,  the  Governor 
and  Council  are  by  the  charter,  to  manage  the 
affairs  of  the  province  ;  fo  that  the  laft  year's 
Council  had  double  duty  devolved  on  them  2 
Therefore  it  was  juftly  expeded,  they  fhould 
exert  thernfelves  in  the  defence  of  the  civil 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  people  ;  though  at 
the  fame  time  they  did,  and  we  hope  we  ever 
fhall,  treat  the  Governor  with  that  refpect 
that  is  due  to  the  King’s  Representative. 
And  your  Lordfhip  may  depend  upon  it,  that 
the  prefent  Council  will  be  as  free  to  aflert 
and  maintain  the  juft  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  as  to  defend  the  rights  of  the  people. 

We  beg  leave  further  toobferve,  my  Lord, 
that  the  Governor  in  his  letter,  dated  No¬ 
vember  the  1  ft,  fpeaking  of  the  addrefs  to 
General  Gage,  fays,  “  It  was  figned  by  fif¬ 
teen  of  the  Council,  among  whom  were  five 
who  knew  not  enough  of  the  town  to  vote 
for  the  fafety  of  the  commiffioners  returning, 
but  knew  enough  to  join  in  an  invedive  againft 
them.”  Thisobfervationof  the  Governor’s  was 
no  doubt  made  with  a  delign  to  ridicule  the 
condud  of  thofe  Gentlemen,  and  to  reprefent 
them  as  having  aded  an  inconfiftent  part  : 
but  we  cannot  conceive  by  what  rules  of  logic 
he  can  charge  them  with  inconliftency  :  For, 

my 
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lily  Lord,  may  not  the  gentlemen  fay  with 
great  propriety,  as  they  were  not  inhabitants  of 
the  town  of  Bolton,  but  lived  a  great  diftance 
from  it,  that  they  knew  not  enough  of  the 
temper  and  difpoiltion  of  the  town  to  fay  that 
it  was  fafe  for  the  commillioners  to  return  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  from  the  evidence  they 
had  of  the  commillioners  behaviour  and  con¬ 
duit  ever  fince  they  have  been  in  office,  join 
in  what  the  Governor  is  pleafed  to  call  an  in¬ 
vective  againft  them  ?  For  our  part  we  can 
fee  no  inconfiltency  in  their  conduit ;  for  cer¬ 
tainly  the  commillioners  haughty  and  infolent 
behaviour  may  be  fuch,  as  to  expofe  them  to 
the  refentment  of  the  people  ;  and  yet  it  does 
not  neceffarily  follow,  that  the  people  will 
offer  the  lead  infult  or  violence  to  them.:  they 
may,  or  they  may  not  ;  and  therefore  as  it 

was  a  matter  of  uncertainty,  the  five  gentle- 

•  _  •  * 

men  might  well  be  exculed  from  voting  in 
favour  of  the  fafety  of  the  commillioners  re¬ 
turn  :  And  the  Governor’s  remark  upon  their 
conduft,  Ihews  rather  the  defect  of  his  reafon- 
ing ;  than  any  inconfiltency  in  them. 

With  a  view  to  defeat  the  good  ends  pro- 
pofed  by  the  major  part  of  the  laid  year’s 
Council  in  their  petitions  to  the  two  Houles 
of  Parliament,  and  for  other  unjuftifiable  rea¬ 
sons,  the  Governor  acquaints  your  Lordihip, 
that  he  “  cannot  conceive  that  all  the  per- 
fons  who  met  at  the  feveral  meetings  upon 
the  occafion  of  preparing  the  petitions,  put 

together,  amount  to  the  number  ol  tweive  ; 

°  o  which 


which  he  tells  your  Lordfhip  made  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  whole.  And  after  infinuating 
that  by  a  majority  might  only  be  meant  four 
perfons  out  of  feven,  who  make  a  quorum  of 
the  Council ;  in  his  poftfcript  he  gives  your 
Lordfhip  what  he  calls  a  lift  of  the  names  of 
thofe  members  who  paifed  upon  the  petitions; 
which  together  make  no  more  than  eight. 
W e  perfuade  ourlelves,  my  Lord,  that  you 
will  not  imagine,  that  the  Council  of  laft 
year  endeavoured  to  impofe  on  the  two 
Houfes  of  Parliament,  by  afterting  their  peti¬ 
tions  to  have  been  the  doings  of  a  major  part, 
when  in  fad  they  were  not.  Who  furnifhed 
the  Governor  with  the  lift  he  mentions  we 
cannot  fay,  but  we  can  take  upon  us  to  affure 
you,  my  Lord,  that  the  names  of  Lincoln, 
Brattle,  Gray,  and  Ruftell  ought  to  have  been 
inlerted  therein,  they  having  alfo  agreed  to 
the  petitions,  who,  with  the  eight  perfons  in 
the  Governor’s  lift,  made  the  number  twelve, 
being  as  he  mentions,  a  majority  of  the  whole. 

This  information  will,  among  a  multitude 
of  other  things,  ferve  to  convince  your  Lord¬ 
fhip,  that  Governor  Bernard  has  fpared  no 
pains  to  vilify  the  Council,  and  prevent  the 
l'uccefs  of  their  applications  for  the  redrefs  of 
the  grievances  which  the  colonies  labour  un¬ 
der;  and  that  he  never  loft  fight  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  objed,  the  obtaining  of  a  Council  by 
Mandamus  from  the  Crown.  And  the  Board 
are  at  a  lot's  how  to  reconcile  his  conduct  with 
what  fie  declares  and  promifes  to  your  Lord- 

llfip 
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Aip  in  his  letter  of  the  30th  of  November 
laft  ;  in  which  he  fays,  “  your  Lordfhip  may 
depend  upon  it  that  my  informations  have 
been,  and  Shall  be  dictated  by  the  fpirit  of 
truth  and  candour  f’  when  there  is  icarcely 
any  thing  in  either  of  his  letters  but  what  is  in 
diredt  opposition  to  both. 

It  gives  us  the  deepefl:  concern  to  find  by 
one  of  the  refolutions  paSfed  by  the  Lords, 
and  afterwards  agreed  to  by  the  Commons, 
that  the  Council  of  this  province  have  been 
cenfured  as  not  exerting  themfelves  in  fup- 
prefling  of  riots.  And  we  are  firmly  per- 
fiuaded  that  the  Council  would  have  efcaped 
the  dilpleafure  of  the  two  rloufes  of  Parlia¬ 
ment,  had  it  not  been  for  the  grofs  misrepre¬ 
sentations  of  Governor  Bernard  transmitted 
to  your  Lordfiiip  ;  which  we  are  conftrained 
to  fay  we  conlider,  not  only  as  extremely 
cruel  with  refpedt  to  the  Council,  but  as  a  ' 
high  impofition  on  your  LordShip,  and  even 
Majelty  itlelf. 

You  will  allow  us  to  fay,  my  Lord,  that  no 
Council  on  the  continent,  not  even  thole  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  King,  have  a  greater  averfion 
to  riots  and  disorders,  nor  have  any  of  them 
exerted  themfelves  more  to  Suppress  them 
than  his  Majefty’s  loyal  liibjedls  the  Council 
of  the  MaSTachufetts-Bay* 

Had  their  conduft  been  truly  reprefented, 
inftead  of  cenSure,  they  would  have  met  with 
the  highefl:  approbation.  And  iS  thole  whole 
immediate  bulinefs  it  is  to  fupprels  mobs  and 

O  2  riots 
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(again ft  whom  no  complaint  has  been  exhi¬ 
bited  by  the  Governor)  had  done  their  duty, 
fome  of  the  diforders  might  have  been  pre¬ 
vented. 

The  Council,  my  Lord,  have  now  done 
with  their  obfervations  on  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard’s  letters,  and  they  doubt  not  your  Lord- 
fhip  will  confider  what  they  have  written  in 
anfwer  to  his  charge  againft  the  Council,  as 
equally  applicable  to  what  has  been  objected 
againft  them,  of  the  fame  nature,  by  his 
Excellency  General  Gage,  in  his  letter  to 
your  Lordlhip  of  the  31  ft  of  October  laft ; 
on  which  we  fhall  only  make  this  further  re¬ 
mark,  that  the  General  being  a  ftranger  in 
the  province,  and  but  juft  arrived,  could  not 
poffibly  fpeak  from  his  own  knowledge;  but 
muft  have  received  his  account  of  the  people, 
and  of  the  Council  in  particular,  from  a 
quarter,  which  it  is  needlefs  to  point  out  to 
your  Lordlhip. 

We  will  not  further  trefpafs  on  your  Lord- 
fhip’s  patience.  In  truth,  my  Lord,  our 
own  is  almoft  exhaufted.  The  Council  have 
had  fuch  repeated  occafions  to  obferve  upon 
and  lament  the  unkind  treatment  of  Gover¬ 
nor  Bernard  towards  this  people,  that  the 
fubjedt  is  become  extremely  difagreeable 


to  us. 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  we  apprehend 
it  needful  to  acquaint  your  Lordlhip,  that 
Samuel  White ,  Elq;  one  of  the  laft  year  s 
Council,  dying  between  the  time  ot  palling 

on 
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on  the  petitions  above  referred  to,  and  the 
time  of  writing  the  letter  to  your  Lordfhip 
of  the  15th  of  April  laft,  eleven  at  the  laft- 
mentioned  time  made  a  majority  of  the 
whole. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  truth 
and  regard,  my  Lord,  your  Lordfhip’s  moft 
obedient,  and  moil  humble  fervants, 

Samuel  Dan  forth, 
Prefident  of  the  Council  and  in  their  behalf. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  June  22,  1 769, 

ORDERED,  That  Mr.  Otis,  Mr. Picker¬ 
ing,  Col.  Ward,  Capt.  P buyer,  Mr.  Han¬ 
cock,  Mr.  Ho  If  on,  Capt.  Dhomas,  Capt.  Sheaf e, 
and  Mr.  Saunders,  be  a  Committee  to  carry 
the  following  refolve  to  the  honourable  Board. 

rpHE  Houfe  having  taken  into  conlidcra- 
A  tion  certain  copies  of  letters  written  by 
Governor  Bernard  to  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
principal  Secretaries  of  State,  dated  iff,  5‘h, 
12th,  14th,  30th  November,  and  Decem¬ 
ber  5th,  1 768-  And  alio  the  copy  of  one 
letter  written  by  his  Excellency  General  Gage 
to  his  Lordfhip,  dated  October  3 ill,  1768, 
all  which  are  attefted  by  the  clerk  of  the 
papers  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  were 
tranfmitted  to  his  Majefty’s  late  Council  by 
Mr.  Bollan,  and  at  the  defire  of  the  Houle 

have  been  communicated  by  the  prelent 

Council : 
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Council :  In  which  letters  his  Majefty’s  loyal 
fubjects  of  this  colony  in  general,  as  well  as 
his  Majefty’s  Council,  are  traduced  and  re- 
prefented  in  a  molt  odious  and  unjuft  light 
to  his  Majefty’s  min ifters:  TheHoufe  having 
alfo  carefully  read  and  confidered  the  re¬ 
marks,  which  the  late  as  well  as  the  prefent 
Council  have  made  thereon,  in  their  feverai 
letters  to  his  Lordfhip,  copies  whereof  have 
alfo  been  communicated  at  the  defire  of  the 
Houfe. 

Rsjolvsd,  That  the  Houfe  do  highly  ap¬ 
prove  of,  and  have  an  entire  fatisfa&ion  in 
the  zeal  and  attention  of  the  late  Council  to 
the  public  intereft,  not  only  in  thus  vindi¬ 
cating  then  own  character,  but  guarding 
their  country  from  meditated  ruin,  by  truly 
ftating  fails,  and  juftly  reprefenting  the  duty 
and  loyalty  of  this  people  at  this  critical 
time,  when  the  Governor  of  the  province 
wantonly  diffolved  the  General  Aflembly, 
and  arbitrarily  refufed  to  call  another  upon 
the  repeated  and  dutiful  petitions  of  the 
people. 


T.  Cus  hing.  Speaker. 


A  P  P  E  N- 
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APPENDIX. 

Containing  an  abftradt  of  proceedings  of  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  the  province  of 
Majfacbufetts-Bay ,  and  alfo  other  pro¬ 
ceedings. 


No.  i. 

June  30,  1768. 

THE  Governor  and  twenty  of  the  Coun¬ 
cil  prefent :  the  General  Court  or  Ai- 
fembly  having  been  juft  prorogued  by  the 
Governor, 

A D  VI SED,  That  William  Brattle ,  James 
Bowdoin,  James  Ruffell,  Thomas  Flacker,  and 
Royall  Tyler ,  Efqrs.  be  a  committee  to  take 
into  coniideration  the  prefent  ftate  and  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  province,  and  report  as 
loon  as  may  be,  what  they  may  judge  pro¬ 
per  to  be  laid  before  his  Majefty  refpedting 
the  fame  :  and  that  it  be  previoufly  luk- 
ini  tied  to  the  coniideration  of  his  Excel¬ 
lency. 

July  7. 

M r.Bowdoin  from  the  committee  appointed 

to  prepare  an  humble  addrefs  to  ids  Majefty, 

having 
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having  reported  the  following  draft,  the  fame 
was  accepted;  and  his  Excellency  was  there¬ 
upon  unanimoufly  defired  to  tranfmit  a  fair 
copy  of  the  fame  to  his  Majefty’s  Secretary 
of  State,  with  a  requeft,  that  he  would  be 
pleafed  to  lay  it  before  his  Majefty  for  his 
moil  gracious  conftderation ;  and  that  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  be  defired  at  the  fame  time  to  recommend 
the  prayer  of  the  f aid  petition. 


To  the  Kings  rnofl  Excellent  Majesty, 


The  humble  petition  of  the  Council  of  the 
province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay. 


E  your  Majefty’s  moll  dutiful  and  loyal 
fubjecls,  the  Council  of  the  province 
of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  deeply  imprefted  with 
a  fenfe  of  your  paternal  affection  for  all  your 
fubjedts,  even  the  moll  remote  of  them,  and 
your  difpofition  to  hearken  to  their  addreftes 
with  an  intention  fuited  to  the  nature  of 
them,  humbly  beg  leave,  in  behalf  of  your 
faithful  fubjedts  ot  the  fiid  province,  to  re- 
prefent  to  your  Majefty,  That,  &c.  &c. 
[See  the  petition  to  the  Houle  of  Commons* 
No.  7,  with  which  this  agrees  in  lubftance, 
excepting  the  laft  paragraph.] 

The  laft  paragraph  of  this  petition,  con¬ 
taining  the  prayer,  runs  thus - “  With 

great  humility  we  beg  leave  to  lay  this  re- 
prefentation  at  your  Majefty’s  feet,  humbly 
praying  your  Majefty’s  favourable  conffdera- 

tion 
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tion  of  it ;  and  that  the  charter  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  people  of  this  province  may 
be  fecured  to  them.  And  if  it  fhould  appear 
t)  your  Majefty,  that  it  is  not  for  the  benefit 
of  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies  (over  which 
your  paternal  care  is  confpicuous)  that  any 
revenue  fhould  be  drawn  from  the  colonies. 
We  humbly  implore  your  Majefty’s  gracious 
recommendation  to  Parliament,  that  your 
American  fubjedts  may  be  relieved  from  the 
operation  of  the  feveral  adts  made  for  that 
purpofe,  in  fuch  manner  as  to  the  wifdom 
of  your  Majefty  and  Parliament  may  feem 
proper.” 


July  27,  29. 

The  Governor  and  fixteen  of  the  Council 

prefent. 

His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  in  wri¬ 
ting  the  following  reprefentation,  viz . 

HIS  Excellency  reminded  and  informed 
the  Council,  that  on  the  1  ith  and  13th 
of  June  laft,  he  informed  the  Board  or  a  great 
riot  which  happened  ou  the  10th  of  June,  in 
which,  among  other  outrages,  the  principal 
Cuftom-I  loufe  officers  were  bruifed  -and 
wounded  and  otherwiie  ill  treated ;  and  that 
in  purfuance  of  this  riot  the  commifiioners 
of  the  cuftoms  found  themfelves  obliged  to 

leave  the  town,  and  take  fhelter  on  board  the 
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Romney  Man  of  War;  and  his  Excellency 
defired  the  advice  of  the  Council  of  what 
fhould  be  done  upon  this  occafion,  as  well  to 
punifh  the  perpetrators  of  thefe  outrages  as  to 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  civil  power,  and  alfo  to  protedt 
the  commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms  and  their 
officers  in  their  perfons,  and  in  the  execution 
of  their  offices,  fo  that  they  might  fafely  re¬ 
turn  to  and  relide  in  this  town,  where  they 
have  been  ftationed  by  the  King’s  authority. 

That  after  many  debates  on  the  pre- 
mifes,  tne  Council  were  of  opinion,  that  this 
matter  fhould  be  adted  upon  by  the  whole 
General  Court  then  fitting  ;  and  the  Council 
undertook  to  originate  a  vote  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  Whereupon  the  Governor,  with  the 
advice  of  the  Council,  postponed  the  confi- 
deration  of  this  bufmefs  in  the  Privy  Council 
unto  another  day  :  That  afterwards  a  vote  for 
a  joint  committee  to  conlider  the  ftate  of  the 
province  being  fent  up  from  the  Houfe  to  the 
Board,  the  Beard  thought  that  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  ground  a  confederation  of  the  fore¬ 
going  matters  upon,  and  therefore  having 
concurred  in  that  vote  they  did  not  think  pro¬ 
per  to  originate  any  vote  of  their  own  for  that 
purpofe ;  that  the  faid  joint  committee,  al¬ 
though  they  met  feveral  times,  did  nothing 
in  the  faid  bulinefs  but  make  a  report,  which 
palled  the  Council,  but  did  not  pafs  the  reft 
of  the  General  Court,  fo  that  it  has  hitherto 
remained  unadted  upon,  and  all  the  purpofes 

aforelaid 
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aforefaid  remain  ftill  unredreffed  or  unpro¬ 
vided  for. 

That  the  Commiffioners  having  removed 
from  the  man  of  war  to  the  caftle,  together 
with  their  officers,  llill  remain  there  under 
the  protection  of  tome  men  of  war,  and  dare 
not  return  to  the  town  where  they  have  been 
ordered  to  hold  their  office.  That  it  is  now 
above  fix  weeks  fince  they  quitted  the  town, 
and  nothing  has  been  done  to  provide  for 
their  fafe  return,  and  their  protection  in  their 
future  refidence  here,  nor  has  any  thing  been 
done  to  punifh  the  raifers  and  perpetrators  of 
the  faid  riots  and  tumults,  or  to  preferve  the 
peace  of  the  town,  and  the  fupport  of  the 
government  and  civil  authority  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

That  thefe  things,  and  particularly  this 
neglecft  and  delay  in  endeavouring  to  remedy 
thefe  diforders,  will  certainly  be  taken  no¬ 
tice  of  at  home  by  the  King  and  Council,  and 
probably  by  the  Parliament.  Wherefore 
it  is  become  neceffary  for  the  Council  to 
come  to  foir.e  determination  and  refolution 
what  they  can  and  what  they  will  do,  to  re¬ 
medy  thefe  diforders,  and  provide  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  peace  of  the  town,  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  authority  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  civil  power.  Wherefore  the 
Governor  having  laid  thefe  matters  before  the 
Council,  and  received  their  advice  to  call  a  full 
Council  for  the  confideration  of  them,  now 
communicates  then-'  to  the  prelent  boaid, 
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and  requires  of  them  their  full,  free,  and  true 
advice,  according  to  the  duties  of  their  office 

and  the  terms  of  their  oaths  to  perform  the 
fame. 

His  Excellency  alfo  acquainted  the  Board 
that  he  had  not,  as  he  had  before  declared  he 
ffiould  not,  wrote  to  General  Gage  upon  the 
late  troubles.  But  that  he  had  received  let¬ 
ters  from  the  General,  acquainting  him,  that 
having  received  information  of  the  diftur- 
bances  at  Boffon,  and  that  the  commiffioners 
of  the  cufforns  had  bean  obliged  to  quit  the 
town,  he  had  fent  orders  to  the  commanding 
officers  at  Halifax  to  colledt  all  the  troops 
there  and  thereabout,  and  hold  them  in  rea- 
dineis  to  embark,  with  a  train  of  artillery  for 
Bolton,  when  they  ffiould  be  required  by  the 
Governor.  That  he  had  wrote  to  the  Gene¬ 
ral,  and  faid  he  would  inform  the  Council  of 
this  order,  and  ii  they  advifed  him  to  require 
thefe  troops,  he  ffiould  do  fo ;  and  if  they 
ffiould  not  advife  him  to  require  them,  he 
ffiould  not  j  being  determined  to  do  nothing 
in  fuch  a  bufinefs  without  the  advice  of  the 
Council.  And  the  Governor  accordingly 
aiked  the  Board,  Whether  they  would  ad- 
vile,  that  the  Governor  ffiould,  according  to 
General  Gage’s  offer,  require  troops  from 
Halifax  to  fupport  the  execution  of  the  civil 
power,  and  preferve  the  peace  of  the  town. 


After 
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After  a  long  debate.  Col.  Brattle,  Mr.  Bow- 
cloin,  Mr.  Gray,  Mr.  Flucker,  and  Mr. 
Ropes  were  appointed  a  committee  to  con-* 
fider  of  and  report  an  anfwer  to  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  foregoing  representation  ;  and 
then  the  Board  was  adjourned  to  Friday 
morning,  July  29,  1768.  At  which  time 
the  anfwer  was  reported  and  accepted  by 
the  Board  as  their  anfwer  to  the  laid  re¬ 
presentation,  and  is  as  follows,  viz. 


IT  IS  Excellency  having  laid  before  the 

^  Board  a  representation  of  Some  transac¬ 
tions  relating  to  and  in  coniequence  of  the 
diforders  in  the  town  of  Boflon  on  the  evening 
of  the  10th  of  June  laid,  the  Board  think  it 
neceffary,  in  juftice  to  the  town  and  province, 
and  in  vindication  of  themfelves,  to  make 
Some  observations  thereon,  and  to  give  a  fuller 
representation  than  is  contained  in  the  paper- 
laid  before  the  Board. 

With  regard  to  the  diforders,  it  is  to  be 
obferved,  that  they  were  occafioned  by  mak¬ 
ing  a  Seizure  (in  a  manner  unprecedented) 
in  the  town  ot  Bofton,  on  the  Said  10th  of 
June,  a  little  before  fun-fet,  when  a  vefTel 
was  Seized  by  Several  of  the  officers  of  the 
cuftoms ;  and  immediately  after,  on  a  Signal 
given  by  one  of  Said  officers,  in  confequence 
of  a  preconcerted  plan,  Several  armed  boats 
from  the  Romney  man  of  war  took  poffeffion 
of  her,  cut  her  faffs,  and  carried  her  from 
the  wharf  where  £he  lay  into  the  harbour, 

along- 
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along-fide  the  Romney  ;  which  occafioned  a 
number  of  people  to  be  collected,  fome  of 
whom,  from  the  violence  and  unprecedent- 
ednefs  of  the  procedure  with  regard  to  the 
faking  away  of  the  faid  veflel,  and  the  reflec¬ 
tion  thereby  implied  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  as  dilpofed  to  refcue  any  feizure 
that  might  be  made,  took  occaflon  to  infult 
and  abule  the  faid  officers,  and  afterwards  to 
break  fome  of  the  windows  of  their  dwelling- 
houfes,  and  to  commit  other  diforders.  Now, 
though  the  Board  have  the  utmoft  abhorrence 
of  all  fuch  diforderly  proceedings,  and  would 
by  no  means  attempt  to  juftify  them,  they 
are  obliged  to  mention  the  occaflon  of  them, 
in  order  to  ffiew,  that  however  culpable  the 
faid  diforderly  perfons  were,  the  officers  who 
feized,  or  thole  by  whofe  orders  inch  unufual 
and  violent  meafures  were  purfued  in  feizing 
and  taking  away  the  faid  veflel,  were  not 
faultlels  :  It  being  highly  probable,  that  no 
fuch  diforders  would  have  been  committed, 
if  the  veflel  had  not  been  with  an  armed  force, 
and  with  many  circumftances  of  infult  and 
threats,  carried  away  from  the  wharf :  And 
we  believe  there  is  no  instance  can  be  alledged 
of  any  veflel  feized,  or  any  feizure  whatever 
in  the  town  of  Bofton,  being  refcued  out  of 
the  hands  of  the  officers,  except  what  took 
place  here  on  the  8th  of  July  initant,  when  a 


quantity  of  molafies  having  been  feized  was 


taken  away  from  the  officer  who  had  charge 
of  it :  which  unwarrantable  procedure  being 

univer- 
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unlverfally  condemned,  the  molaffes  was  very 
foon  returned  :  which  affords  a  ftrong  evi¬ 
dence,  that  the  feizure  on  the  ioth  of  June, 
if  it  had  been  conduced  in  the  ufual  man¬ 
ner,  would  have  remained  fecuve  in  the 
hands  of  the  officers. 

The  day  next  following  the  faid  diforders, 
viz.  the  i  ith  of  June,  his  Excellency  called 
a  Council  and  mentioned  to  them  what  had 
happened  the  preceding  evening,  and  deffred 
their  advice  what  was  proper  to  be  done. 
The  Board  advifed  that  fuch  of  their  own 
members  as  were  juftices  of  the  peace  and 
qualified  to  aft  in  the  county  of  Suffolk, 
fliould,  as  foon  as  may  be,  make  enquiry  into 
the  particular  fads  and  report,  and  his  Excel¬ 
lency  appointed  the  faid  juftices  to  meet  him 
at  his  houfe  for  that  purpofe,  on  Monday 
morning,  the  13th  of  June;  his  Excellency 
thinking  it  ncceflary  to  be  prefent  him  (elf  at 
the  making  of  the  enquiry.  The  faid  jui- 
tices  attended  accordingly  :  but  his  Excel- 
cellencv  having  received  two  letters  horn  the 
commiffioners  of  the  cuftoms,  complaining 
that  no  notice  had  been  taken  of  the  ate 
difturbances  in  Bofton,  and  groisly  reflec¬ 
ting  on  the  Governor  and  Council,  ium - 
moned  a  Council,  and  laid  faul  letters  be¬ 
fore  them;  and  at  the  fame  Council  port¬ 
ioned  the  enquiry  aforelaid.  The  Board 
thought  the  letter,  containing  the  1  dic¬ 
tions,  intitled  to  feme  ammadyerfions  ;  but 

the  letter  not  being  left  with  the  Boaid,  put 
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it  out  of  their  power  to  do  them  felves  juf- 
tice.  At  the  fame  time,  on  his  Excellency’s 
propofmg  to  enter  into  the  confideration  of 
means  for  preventing  any  future  difturbances, 
tne  hoard  apprehending  that  as  the  General 
Court  was  fitting,  thofe  means  would  have 
a  i 01  cible  effecft,  and  better  anfwer  the 
ena,  if  tne  whole  Court  joined  in  them,  pro- 
poled  to  raife  a  committee  of  the  Board  in 
their  legiflative  capacity  to  join  with  a  com- 
mittee  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  to 
confider  of  the  matter ;  and  that  the  confi¬ 
deration  of  it  by  them,  as  of  Council  to  the 
Governor,  be_  poftponed  till  the  effect  of 
inch  a  propofal  fhould  be  known.  The 
Board  accordingly  on  the  faid  1 3th,  in  their 
legiflative  capacity,  took  up  the  affair,  and 
while  they  were  confidering  it,  a  vote  was 
lent  from  the  Houfe,  ordering  a  committee 
to  be  joined  by  fuch  as  the  Board  fhould  ap- 
pomt,  to  enquire  into  the  Rate  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,^  and  report  :  which  order,  including 
m  it  tne  confideration  of  the  means  for  pre¬ 
venting  any  future  difturbances,  the  prono- 
uil  afoiefaid,  on  the  part  of  the  Board,  was 
Oi  coude  rendered  unneceflary. 

.  ^  committee  was  joined,  and  the  next  day, 
viz.  on  the  14th, .made  a  report  of  divers  re- 
folves  to  be  palled  by  the  General  Court 
1  he  report  was  ordered  by  the  Board  to  be 
confidered  on  the  15th,  and  then,  after  a  de¬ 
bate,  to  be  further  confidered  on  the'  16th 
when  the  Board  was  given  to  underhand  by 
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feveral  of  its  members  that  it  was  intimated 
to  them,  by  the  Governor,  that  it  would  be 
expedient  to  poftpone  the  consideration  of 
the  faid  report,  till  his  Excellency  lhould  fend 
a  meftage  to  the  Houfe  on  the  lubjccf  of  dif- 
patches  he  had  then  juft  received  from  En¬ 
gland.  It  was  poftponed  accordingly. 

On  the  2 1  ft,  the  faid  meftage  was  read  to 
the  Board,  by  which  it  appeared,  there  was 
fomething  further  to  be  expected,  and  of  a 
more  extraordinary  nature,  and  which  was 
not  communicated  till  the  24th,  when  it  ap¬ 
peared,  to  the  aftonifhment  of  the  Board, 
that  the  General  Court  was  threatened  with 
diffolution,  purfuant  to  the  Earl  of  HilKbo- 
rough’s  letter  to  the  Govemoi,  tiaicd  Apnl 
22,°i76B.  The  expectation  of  thefe  mef- 
farr’es,  and  the  extraordinary  nature  of  them, 
when  known,  occafioned  that  the  laid  tcpoit 
was  not  fully  paired  on  till  the  29th,  when 
it  was  delivered  to  one  of  the  members  or 
the  Board  to  be  carried  to  the  Horde  j  but 
the  Houfe  were  then  adjourned,  and  the  next 
day  the  Houfe  being  lb  clolcly  engaged^  in 
bulinefs  could  not  receive  it ;  and  on  mat 
dav,  viz.  the  30th,  the  Governor  prorogued 
the  General  Court,  and  on  the  next  fuccecd- 
ins  day  diffolved  it :  which  prorogation  and 
diffolution,  if  his  Excellency  could  have  poh- 
poned  a  fhort  time,  the  Houfe  could  have 
paffed  on  the  raid  report :  but  they  were 

prevented  doing  it,  as  well  as  other  nece  iary 
l  O  buhnels. 
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bufinefs,  by  the  faid  prorogation  r  which  Ins 
Excellency  thought  himfelf  obliged  to  make. 

The  Board  apprehend  from  this  detail  of 
iafts,  it  will  not  appear  they  are  chargeablewith 
any  neglect  or  delay  in  providing  againft  fu¬ 
ture  difturbances  ;  at  lead:  to  the  time  of  the 
diffolution  of  the  General  Court.  And  with 
regard  to  the  time  that  has  fince  elapfed,  the 
Boaid  have  always  attended  his  Excellency’s 
fu  mm  oils,  and  are  now  ready  at  the  firft  call 
for  that  purpofe,  fince  the  diffolution,  to  do 
every  thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  future 
difturbances :  and  they  are  very  glad  they 
have  this  opportunity  of  declaring,  that  no 
diftui bailees  have  happened  here  fince  the 
10th  of  June  laft,  notwithftanding  fome  ap¬ 
pearances,  which  it  is  probable  have  been 
magnified  into  riot  and  tumult.  And  with 
regard  to  what  happened  on  the  ioth  of 
Jui-,  it  feems  to  have  fprung  wholly  from 
the  perfons  who  complain  of  it,  by  the  plan 
'  >  and  tne  orders  given  for  making  the 
fcizuics  afoieiaid,  and  carrying  it  away  hv 
an  aimed  force.  Which  circumftances,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  time  of  day  of  feizing  the 
veil'd,  it  being  then  near  fun-fet,  makes  it 
feeni  piobaole  tnat  an  uproar  was  lioped  for, 
anu  intended  to  be  occafioned  by  the  man- 
nci  Oi  proceeding  in  making  the  feizure. 

Having  dated  the  fads  as  relative  to  the 
conduct  ■  '■  the  Board,  the  Board  now  pro¬ 
ceed  to  make  a  few  obfervations  on  one  pa¬ 
ragraph  of  the  Governor’s  reprefentation 

afore- 
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aforefaid.  Blit  it  is  to  be  previously  obferved, 
that  the  Council-Book,  in  the  entry  of  the 
proceedings  of  Council  on  the  nth  and  1 3th 
of  June,  fhews  the  particular  matters  laid 
before  them  for  theirtonfideration  and  advice; 
which  were  the  diforders  that  had  taken  place 
on  the  evening  of  the  10th  of  June,  to  the 
disturbance  ot  the  public  peace  ;  and  the 
means  of  preventing  any  future  disturbances : 
and  thefe,  and  only  thefe,  were  the  objects 
of  the  contemplation  or  the  Board  in  their 
proceedings  referred  to  above. 

In  the  faid  paragraph  his  Excellency  men¬ 
tions  that  the  commissioners  having  removed 
from  the  man  of  war  to  the  CaStle,  dill  remain 
there  under  the  protection  of  fome  men  of 
war ;  and  that  it  is  above  fix  weeks  fince  they 
quitted  the  town. 

On  which  the  Board  obferve,  that  the  com¬ 
missioners  were  not  obliged  to  quit  the  town; 
that  there  never  had  been  any  infult  offered  to 
them;  that  their  quitting  the  town  was  a  vo¬ 
luntary  ad  of  their  own  ;  that  we  do  not  ap¬ 
prehend  there  was  any  Sufficient  ground  for 
their  quitting  it;  and  that  when  they  had 
quitted  it,  and  were  at  the  Caftle,  there  was 
no  occafion  for  men  of  war  to  protect  them. 

With  regard  to  the  men  of  war  polled  in 
the  harbour,  the  town  look  upon  it  asagrie- 
vance  in  a  double  refped  :  their  trade  is  by 
that  means  under  difeouragement ;  and  what 
they  regret  infinitely  more  is,  the  reflection 
implied  thereby  upon  their  loyalty  to  their 
Sovereign,  who  has  not  in  his  wide  extended 
dominions  any  fubjeds  more  faithful  than  in 

Q_2  the 


the  town  of  Bofton,  and  in  this  province  m 

commiffioners  have  procured  the  faid 
men  of  war  to  be  ported  here  ;  and  efpecially 
if  they  have  endeavoured  to  procure  troops 
to  be  lent  hither,  both  which  are  the  univer- 
fal  apprehenfion,  it  cannot  be  thought  ftrange 
that  the  people  of  this  province  can  entertain 
no  affection  for  them. 


general 

If  th 


The  Board  greatly  regret  that  any  occafion 
has  been  given  for  riots  and  diforders,  and  ftill 
more  regret  that  they  fhould  happen  on  any 
occafion  ;  and  they  take  this  opportunity  to 
declare  their  utter  abhorrence  and  deteftation 
of  them  :  and  for  the  punifhing  the  perpe¬ 
trators  of  them  the  Board  advife,  That  his 


Excellency  diredi  the  Attorney-General  to 
profecute  all  perfons  guilty  of  the  riots  and 
diforders  aforefaid,  or  that  any  way  aided  or 
abetted  the  fame. 


And  for  preferving  the  peace  of  the  town 
and  the  authority  of  the  civil  power  ;  and  for 
the  protection  of  all  his  Majefty’s  fubjedls 
whatever,  further  ad  vile,. 

That  his  Excellency  iflue  a  proclamation 
that  the  laws  for  preventing,  fuppreffing  and 
punidiing  all  riots,  tumults  and  unlawful  al- 
femblies  be  put  into  immediate  execution,  and 
all  civil  officers  be  rtridtly  enjoined  to  do  their 
duty  for  that  purpofe.  And  the  Board  affure 
his  Excellency  they  will  ufe  their  utmoft  in¬ 
fluence  to  procure  the  due  execution  of  the 

laws  :  the  vigorous  execution  of  which  will 
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be  fufficient  to  preferve  the  peace  and  author 
rity  of  the  government. 

With  regard  to  what  his  Excellency  men¬ 
tions  on  the  fubjecfc  of  troops,  and  to  his  quef- 
tion  “  Whether  the  Board  would  advife  that 
the  Governor  fhould,  according  to  General 
Gage's  offer,  require  troops  from  Halifax  to 
(Import  the  execution  of  the  civil  power  and 
preferve  the  peace  of  the  town,” 

The  Board  anfwer,  that  the  civil  power 
does  not  need  the  lupport  of  troops ;  and  that 
it  is  not  for  his  Majcfty’s  fervice  nor  the  peace 
of  this  province  that  any  troops  be  required, 
or  that  any  come  into  the  province,  and  there¬ 
fore  they  unanimoufly  advife,  1  hat  the  Go¬ 
vernor  do  not  require  any  troops. 

The  Board  being  fully  affured  *  that  his 
Excellency  has  not  wrote  for  troops,  take  this 
opportunity  to  exprefs  that  affurance  :  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  declare  that  if  any  perfons 
have  made  application  to  General  Gage  for 
troops  to  be  lent  hither,  we  deem  them  in 
the  higheft  degree  unfriendly  to  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  government,  as  well  as  to  his 
Majefty’s  fervice  and  the  Britifli  intereft  in 
America.  Bojton ,  July  29,  1768. 

The  foregoing  anfwer  was  ynanimoufly 
agreed  to  by  the  Council :  and  thereupon  it 
was  ordered  by  the  Governor,  That  the  Se¬ 
cretary  prepare  a  proclamation  tor  the  pur¬ 
poses  therein  mentioned  ;  [which  was  pub¬ 
lished  accordingly]  and  that  the  Attorney- 

General  profecute  ail  perfons  guilty  of  the 

riots 
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slots  and  diforders  on  the  ioth  of  June  afore- 
faid,  or  that  any  way  aided  or  abetted  the  fame. 


No.  3 


September  23. 

At  an  Adjournment. 

R.  Bowdoin,  Mr.  Gray,  and  Mr.  Tyler, 
purfuant  to  the  appointment  of  the 
Council  yefterday,  reported  to  the  Board  an 
anfwer  to  his  Excellency’s  propofal  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  troops  1  which  anfwer 
being  confidered  and  amended  is  agreed  to  by 
the  Board. 

The  Board  was  informed,  by  the  Secretary, 
that  the  weather  being  ftormy  the  Governor 
could  not  be  in  town  to*  day,  and  defires  they 
will  meet  him  at  the  Province-Houfe  to¬ 
morrow  ten  o  clock,  A.  M.  to  which  time  he 
adjourned  the  Board. 

Saturday,  September,  24,  1768.  The  wea¬ 
ther  continuing  ftormy  his  Excellency  did  not 
come  to  town  till  the  afternoon,  when  the 
Council  waited  upon  him  with  their  anfwer. 

An  alteration  being  propofed  by  the  Go¬ 
vernor  in  the  laid  anfwer,  the  Council  would 
have  then  confidered  it,  but  it  was  at  his 
motion  agreed  by  the  Council  to  meet  Mon¬ 
day  morning  nine  o’clock  the  26th  inftant 
to  consider  it  ;  and  his  Excellency  informed 
the  Council  that  their  Anfwer  might  then 
be  given  to  the  Secretary  to  be  delivered 
to  him  without  any  further  meeting  with 
him  thereon. 


September 
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September  26.  A.  M.  The  Council  met 
and  agreed  to  the  alteration  ;  and  then  de¬ 
livered  the  faid  anfwer  to  the  Deputy- 
Secretary,  the  Secretary  himfelf  not  being  at 
his  office. 

The  ANSWER  follows. 

H  E  Board  have  taken  into  their  fur- 
ther  confideration  General  Gage’s  letter, 
and  the  extract  from  Lord  Hillfborough’s 
letter  communicated  by  his  Excellency  on 
the  19th  inftant,  relative  to  the  reception 
and  accommodation  of  the  troops  in  the  faid 
letter  and  extract  mentioned,  and  have  alio 
confidered  his  Excellency’s  propofal  of  the 
22d  inftant  relating  to  the  Manufadtory- 
Iloufe  in  Bofton,  that  they  would  authorize 
him  to  take  meafures  for  fitting  up  the  laid 
building  for  the  reception  of  fo  many  of  the 
faid  troops  as  it  will  conveniently  accommo¬ 
date.  They  have  alfo  attentively  confidered 
the  a 61  of  Parliament,  providing  among  other 
things,  for  the  quartering  and  billeting  the 
faid  troops,  and  they  find  that  the  civil  oi- 
ficers  in  the  faid  a£t  mentioned,  and  no 
others,  are  thereby  empowered  and  “  re- 
««  quired  to  quarter  and  billet  toe  officers 
<c  and  foldiers  in  his  Majefty  s  leivicc  in 
the  barracks  provided  in  the  Colonies  , 
«  and  if  there  fhall  not  be  fufficient  room 
«  in  the  faid  barracks  for  tlie  officers  and 
«  foldiers,  then  and  infuch  cafe  only  to  quar- 

ter  and  billet  the  refidue”  of  them  in  Inch. 

manner 
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manner  as  in  the  laid  add  is  further  and 
very  particularly  directed.  *  Now  it  appears 
by  this  paragraph  of  the  faid  add,  that  in 
any  colony  where  there  are  barracks,  the 
faid  officers  and  foldiers  in  his  M'ajefty’s 
fervice  fhall  be  quartered  and  billeted  in  fuch 
barracks,  and  in  no  other  place,  unlefs 
there  fhall  not  be  fufficient  room  in  the 
barracks.  With  refpecl  to  this  colony,  the 
government  of  it  in  the  beginning  of  the 
late  war  by  their  order,  caufed  barracks  to 
be  built  at  Calf  le- William,  for  the  very  pur- 
pofe  of  accommodating  his  Majefly’s  troops 
whenever  it  Ihould  be  neceffary  for  them 
to  come  hither  :  under  which  order  the 
Governor  and  Council  are  authorized  to 
provide  quarters  in  the  faid  barracks  for  fuch 
troops  ;  and  thole  barracks  are  fufficient  to 
accommodate  one  thouland  men,  which 
number  it  is  faid  the  two  regiments  ordered 
from  Halifax  will  not  exceed  ;  thofe  reffi- 

o 

meets  therefore  which  are  the  firif  expedded, 
the  faid  add  of  Parliament  requires  to  be 
quartered  in  the  faid  barracks. 

General  Gage  however  in  his  letter  afore- 
faid  mentions  that  one  ot  the  faid  regiments 
is  ordered  for  the  prefent  to  Caftle- William, 
the  other  to  the  town  of  Bofton  :  but  it  will 
be  no  difrefpecl  to  the  General  to  fay  that 
no  order  whatfoever  coming  from  a  lels  au- 
thority  than  his  Majeifv  and  Parliament,  can 
fuperfede  an  acd  of  Parliament.  And  it  is 
plain  the  General  had  no  intention  that  the 
faid  order  Ihould,  as  he  concludes  his  letter 

by 
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by  defiring  the  Governor  to  fee  that  the  faid 
troops  are  provided  with  quarters  on  their 
arrival  in  this  government  as  by  law  directed. 
The  faid  aft  alfo  provides,  “  that  if  any 
“  military  officer  fhall  take  upon  himfelf  to 
“  quarter  foldiers  in  any  of  his  Majefty's  do¬ 
minions  in  America,  otherwife  than  is  li¬ 
mited  and  allowed  by  this  ad,  or  ffiall  ufe 
or  offer  any  menace  or  compulfion,  &c. 
he  ffiall  be  ipfofaBo  caffiiered  and  be  ut¬ 
terly  difabled  to  have  or  hold  any  military 
employment  in  his  Majefty’s  fervice.” 
His  Excellency  therefore,  as  the  Board  ap¬ 
prehend,  muft  clearly  fee  by  examining  the 
faid  ad  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the 
Board  to  provide  quarters  for  the  faid  regi¬ 
ments  as  deftined,  till  the  barracks  at  Caftle- 
William  and  the  inns,  livery  ftables  and 
other  houfes  mentioned  in  the  faid  ad  ffiall 
be  full  1  (in  which,  and  no  other  cafe,  and 
upon  no  other  account,  it  fhall  and  may  be 
lawful  for  “  the  Governor  and  Council”  to 
take  the  meafures  they  are  di reded  to  by  the 
faid  ad  for  the  reception  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces)  nor  of  confequence  to  authorize  his 
Excellency  to  take  meafures  for  fitting  up 
the  Manufadory-IIoufe  agreeable  to  his 
propofal. 

The  quartering  of  troops  in  the  body  of 
the  town  before  the  barracks  are  full,  is  net 
only  contrary  to  the  ad  of  Parliament,  but 
would  be  inconliftent  with  the  peace  of  the 
town,  v/hofe  peace  and  welfare,  as  alfo  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  province  in  general, 
1  *  R  it 
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it  is  the  duty,  intereft  and  inclination  of  die 
Board  to  promote,  and  which,  in  every  way 
confident  with  law,  they  will  endeavour  td 
promote  to  the  utmoft  of  their  ability. 

As  the  board  on  the  19th  inftant  when  the 
letters  above-mentioned  were  firft  communi¬ 
cated  to  them,  advifed  that  his  Excellency 
give  proper  orders  for  the  accommodation  of 
one  of  the  Halifax  regiments  in  the  barracks 
at  Cafile- William,  fo  they  now  further  ad- 

j 

vife  that  his  Excellency  give  like  orders  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  other  Halifax  re¬ 
giment  in  the  faid  barracks. 

o 

With  regard  to  the  two  regiments  ordered 
from  Ireland  to  Bofton,  the  Board  doubt  not 
that  provifion  will  be  made  for  their  accom¬ 
modation  agreeable  to  the  aft  aforefaid. 

That  the  board  might  be  better  able  to 
give  their  advice  in  regard  to  the  regiments 
ordered  hither,  they  thought  it  neceilary 
that  the  whole  of  Lord  Hillfborough’s  letter, 
fo  far  as  it  related  to  the  faid  regiments, 
and  to  the  occafion  and  defimi  of  their  com- 
imr,  fhould  be  communicated  to  them,  and 
they  accordingly  defired  his  Excellency  to 
communicate  it.  But  though  his  Excellency 
was  pleafed  to  tell  them  he  Ihould  very  pro¬ 
bably  lay  the  whole  of  it  before  the  Board  in 
fiuch  parcels  and  at  fuch  times  as  he  thought 
proper,  yet  as  they  apprehend  the  propriety 
of  their  own  conduft,  in  a  great  meafure,  de¬ 
pends  on  the  communication  of  the  whole  of 
it  together,  they  again  requelt  his  Excellency 
to  favour  them  with  it. 
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With  regard  to  the  occafion  of  the  faid 
Regiments  being  ordered  to  Bofton,  his 
Excellency  on  being  afked,  informed  the 
Board  that  he.  apprehended  the  Halifax  Re¬ 
giments  were  ordered  hither  in  confequence 
of  the  Riots  in  March  laft,  and  the  two 
Irifh  Regiments  in  confequence  of  that  of 
the  ioth  of  jane  laft.  On  which  the  Board 
are  obliged  to  obferve,  that  they  are  fully 
perfuaded  his  Majefty’s  miniftefs  could  ne¬ 
ver  have  judged  it  either  neceftary  or  expe¬ 
dient  to  20  into  fuch  extraordinary  Meafures, 
as  thofe  of  lending  Troops  hither,  unlefs  in 
the  Reprefentations  made  from  hence  by 
fome  ill-minded  Perfons,  the  faid  Riots  had 
been  greatly  magnified  and  exaggerated. 

With  relhedt  to  what  happened  on  the 
1 8th  of  March,  which  was  a  day  of  Re¬ 
joicing,  and  on  fucn  Days  Diiorders  aie 
not  uncommon  in  populous  Places,  it  was 
too  inconfiderable  to  make  it  a  lubjedt  ot 
Reprefentation,  and  could  not  have  been 
made  the  fubjedt  of  fo  injurious  an  one,  but 
by  Perfons  difpofed  to  bring  M'fery  and  Dil- 
ftrefs  upon  the  Town  and  Province. 

In  regard  to  the  Riot  ot  toe  icth  ci  June, 
of  which  the  Board  have  repeatedly  exp* ti¬ 
led  their  Abhorrence,  and  have  advifed  that 
the  Perpetrators  of  it  fhould  oe  1  ro  ecuted 
by  the  Attorney-General,  the  Board  have  m 
their  Anlwer  to  his  Excellency’s  Repr den¬ 
tation,  laid  before  them  tne  2 /in  oi  Juiy 
laft  given  a  juft  Account  ol  the  occaiioii 

R  of 


[  I24  ] 

of  that  Riot ;  and  as  they  apprehend  it  ne- 
ceffary  that  the  laid  Account,  together  with 
all  the  proceedings  at  that  Time,  fhould  be 
made  public,  they  again  defire  his  Excel¬ 
lency  will  order  the  laid  Reprefentation  and 
Anfwer  to  be  printed  as  foon  as  may  be  in 
the  public  News-Papers 

NUMBER  IV. 

•v 

September  29. 

t 

At  a  Council  held  at  Caftle-Williatn. 

The  Governor,  and  Twelve  of  the  Council 

prefent. 

ON  Lieut.  Col.  Dalrymple’s  Requifition 
fcr  quarters  for  one  of  the  Regi¬ 
ments  in  the  Town  of  Bofton,  the  Gover¬ 
nor  defired  that  the  board  would  reconlider 
the  Propofal  he  had  before  made  to  them 
of  fitting  up  the  Manufadory-Houfe  as  Bar¬ 
racks  for  the  Reception  ot  Col.  Dalrym¬ 
ple’s  Regiment,  which  is  the  Regiment 
deftined  for  the  Town,  in  Cafe  it  can  be 
done  at  the  Expence  of  the  Crown  :  and  in 
Cafe  they  fhould  adhere  to  their  former 
Refolutions,  that  they  would  affign  the 
Reafons  therefore. 

*  This  repeated  Defirc  the  Governor  difregarded. 
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To  which  the  Board  made  the  following 

REPLY. 

TH  E  Board  having  already  confidered 
the  Propofal  of  fitting  up  the  Manu- 
fadlory-Houfe  as  Barracks,  and  his  Excel¬ 
lency  having,  on  Application  made  to  him 
this  Day  in  Council,  refufed  them  an  Op¬ 
portunity  of  giving  any  fuller  anfwer  than 
what  they  have  already  given  to  the  faid 
Propofal,  unlefs  done  in  Council,  are  un¬ 
der  a  Necefiity  (faving  however  the  Right 
of  the  Board  in  all  Cafes  in  their  own  Way 
and  Manner,  to  make  Anfwer  to  any  Pro¬ 
pofal  made  to  them)  of  referring  his  Ex¬ 
cellency  to  the  Anfwer  already  given  as 
aforefaid ;  and  with  which  they  waited  up¬ 
on  his  Excellency  on  the  24th  Inftant. 

And  whereas  by  the  Adt  of  Parliament 
relative  to  the  providing  Quarters  for  the 
Troops,  the  Quartering  of  them  before  the 
Barracks  and  Public  Houfes  are  full,  is 
only  cognizable  by  the  Civil  Officers  in  the 
faid  Adt  mentioned,  the  Board  apprehend 
Col.  Dalrymple  ought  by  the  Lid  Adt,  hr  It 
to  apply  to  the  Magiftrates  and  Civil  Offi¬ 
cers  of  the  Town  of  Bolton,  to  provide 

fuch  Quarters. 
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NUMBER  V. 
October  3. 


f  IT  I  S  Excellency  communicated  to  the 
Board  a  Letter  from  Lieut.  Col.  Dal- 

^JMI  ... 

rymple,  acquainting  him  that  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  Orders  by  Exprefs  from  General 
Gage,  to  land  the  two  Regiments  from 
Halifax  at  Bolton,  and  that  he  was  under  a 
Neceffity  of  demanding  Quarters  for  them 
there  ;  and  defiring  that  Fuel,  Straw,  and 
the  other  Articles  directed  to  he  provided 
for  the  Troops,  may  be  got  imReadinefs. 


Col.  Dalrymple  and  Capt,  Smith  defiring 
to  be  admitted  before  the  Board  came  to 
a  Determination,  they  were  admitted  ac¬ 
cordingly  5  when  Col.  Dalrymple  took  oc¬ 
ean  on  to  explain  the  Intention  of  his  Re- 
quhjtion,  viz.  That  as  the  Board  could  not 
think  themfelves  authorifed  to  provide  Bar¬ 
racks  in  the  Town,  inafmuch  as  Barracks 
have  already  been  provided  by  the  Govern¬ 
ment  at  Caftle- William,  he  had  encamped 
home  of  his  Troops,  and  was  providing 
Barracks  for  the  reft  in  the  Town,  fo  tnat 
he  conhdered  them  all  as  in  Barracks,  and 
demanded  Barrack  Provifions  accordingly, 
agreeable  to  Act  of  Parliament. 


Whereupon 


. 
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Whereupon  his  Excellency  moved  to  the 
Board,  that  they  would  appoint  fome  fuitable 
Pei  Ion  or  Perfons  to  make  fuch  Provifion. 

On  Wednefday  October  5,  A.  M.  to  which 
Time  the  Board  was  adjourned,  thefollow- 
ing  Anfwer  was  given  to  his  Excellency. 

ADVISED,  That  agreeable  to  his  Excel¬ 
lency’s  Motion,  one  or  more  Perfon  or  Per¬ 
fons  be  authorized  and  appointed  to  furnifh 
and  fupply  the  Officers  and  Soldiers  put  and 
placed  in  the  Barracks,  with  Fire,  Candles, 
&c.  as  particularly  mentioned  in  the  Ad:  of 
Parliament:  Provided  the  Perfon  or  Perfons 
fo  to  be  authorized  and  appointed,  will  take 
the  rifk  of  the  Province’s  paying  to  him  or 
them  all  fuch  Sum  or  Sums  of  Money,  fo 
by  them  paid,  laid  out  or  expended  for  the 
Purpofe  aforefaid. 

And  inafmuch  as  the  Board  in  Col.  Dal- 
rymples  Letter  aforefaid,  dated  the  30th  ult. 
and  before  his  coming  to  Town,  oblerved  a 
Suggestion,  that  a  bad  Spirit  prevailed  here  ; 
and  that  in  confequence  of  it  General  Gage 
had  been  induced  to  order  both  Regiments  to 
be  landed  in  the  Town  :  but  as  Col.  Dal- 
rymple  muff  before  this  time  have  had  the 
fulled:  evidence  that  no  fuch  Spirit  is  preva¬ 
lent  ;  and  that  the  Town  is  in  a  date  per¬ 
fectly  peaceful  and  quiet,  the  board  doubt 
not  of  his  Juftice  to  reprefent  it  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  accordingly ;  which  they  cannot  but 
apprehend  will  procure  from  the  General  a 

re- call 
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re-call  of  his  laft  Order ;  and  that  agreeable 
to  his  Letter  to  Governor  Bernard  of  the  12th 
ult.  one  at  leaft  of  the  faid  Regiments  will 
be  again  ordered  to  Caftle- William. 

The  Board  alfo  perfuade  themfelves,  that 
the  fame  Reafon  will  induce  the  General  to 
order  the  Irifli  Regiments  to  Nova-Scotia, 
or  to  fome  other  Parts  where  his  Majefty’s 
Service  may  require  them. 

The  board  defire  the  Governor  to  fend  by 
the  Poll:  To-morrow,  a  Copy  of  this  Mi¬ 
nute  of  Council  to  General  Gage,  with  fuch 
Reprelentation  as  his  Excellency  fliall  think 
proper,  to  induce  the  General  to  give  fuch 
Orders,  as  will  relieve  the  Town  and  Pro¬ 
vince  from  their  prefen  t  Anxiety  and  Diftrefs. 

His  Excellency  nominated  Jofeph  Gold- 
thwait,  jun.  Efq;  to  be  Commiflary  for  the 
Purpofe  above-mentioned,  and  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  accordingly. 

What  follows  was  not  done  in  Council. 

NUMBER  VI. 

October  27. 

A  Number  of  the  Council  met  and  una- 
nimoufly  agreed  on  an  Addrefs  to  Ge¬ 
neral  Gage  :  and  the  next  Day  at  their  De¬ 
fire  it  was  prefented  to  him  by  Mr.  Bow- 
doin,  Col.  Sparhawk,  Mr.  Gray  and  Mr. 
Pitts. - It  here  follows. 


To 
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fo  his  Excellency  General  GAGE,  Commander 
in  Chief  of  his  Majeflys  Forces  in  America. 

The  ADDRESS  of  the  Subfcribers,  Mem¬ 
bers  of  his  Majefty’s  Council  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Majfa chufets-Bay : 

SIR, 

A  General  Council  being  held  Yefterday 
gives  the  diflant  Members  of  it,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  Members  in  the  Town  and 
Neighbourhood,  the  Pleafure  of  addreffing 
you. — We  take  this  firft  opportunity  of  do¬ 
ing  it ;  and  at  the  fame  time  to  pay  our  com¬ 
pliments  to  your  Excellency. 

In  this  time  of  public  diftrefs,  when  the 
General  Court  of  the  Province  is  in  a  ftate 
of  diffolution  ;  when  the  Metropolis  is  pof- 
feffed  by  Troops,  and  furrounded  by  Ships  of 
War;  and  when  more  Troops  are  daily  ex¬ 
pected,  it  affords  a  general  latisfaftion  that 
your  Excellency  has  vifited  the  Province, 
and  has  now  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the 
ftate  of  it  by  your  own  obfervation  and  en¬ 
quiry.  #  , 

Your  own  obfervation  will  give  you  the 

fulleft  evidence,  that  the  Town  and  Province 

are  in  a  peaceful  ftate.— Your  own  enquiry 

will  fatisfy  you,  that  tho  there  have  been 

diforders  in  the  Town  of  Bofton,  fome  of 

them  did  not  merit  notice  ;  and  that  fuch  as 

did,  have  been  magnified  beyond  the  truth. 

Thole 
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Thofe  of  the  1 8th  of  March  and  loth  of 
June  are  faid  to  have  occafioned  the  above- 
mentioned  armament  to  be  ordered  hither. — 
The  firft  was  trivial,  and  could  not  have  been 
noticed  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  Town, 
but  by  perfons  inimical  to  it ;  efpecially  as  it 
happened  in  the  evening  of  a  day  of  recrea¬ 
tion.  The  other  was  criminal,  and  the  ac¬ 
tors  in  it  were  guilty  of  a  riot  :  but  we  are 
obliged  to  fay,  it  had  its  rife  from  thofe 
perfons  who  were  louded  in  their  complaints 
about  it,  and  who  by  their  overcharged  re- 
prefentations  of  it  have  been  the  occafion  of 
fo  great  an  armament  being  ordered  hither. 
We  cannot  perfuade  ourfelves  to  believe  they 
have  fufficient  evidence  to  fupport  fuch  re- 
prefentations ;  which  have  mod  unjudly 
brought  into  quedion  the  loyalty  ot  as  loyal 
a  people  as  any  in  his  Majedy’s  dominions. 

This  misfortune  has  arifen  from  the  accu- 
fation  of  intereded  men,  whofe  avarice  ha¬ 
ving  fmothered  in  their  breads  every  fenti- 
ment  of  humanity  towards  this  Province,  has 
impelled  them  to  opprefs  it  to  the  utmod  of 
their  power  ;  and  by  the  confequences  of  that 
opprefiion  efientially  to  injure  Great-Britain. 

From  the  candor  of  your  Excellency’s  fen- 
timents  we  affine  ourfelyes  you  will  not  en¬ 
tertain  any  appreheniions,  that  we  mean  to 
judify  the  dilorders  and  riotous  proceedings 
that  have  taken  place  in  the  Town  of  Bodon. 
We  deted  them,  and  have  repeatedly  and 
publickly  exprefled  that  deteftation ;  and  in 

Council 
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Council  have  advifed  Governor  Bernard  to 
order  the  Attorney-General  to  profecute  the 
perpetrators  of  them  :  but  at  the  fame  time 
we  are  obliged  to  declare  injustice  to  the 
Town,  that  the  diforders  of  the  ioth  of 
June  laft,  occafioned  by  a  feizure  made  by 
the  Officers  of  the  Cuftoms,  appear  to  have 
originated  with  thofe  who  ordered  the  fei¬ 
zure  to  be  made.  The  hour  of  making  the 
feizure  (at  or  near  fun-fet)  the  threats  and 
armed  force  ufed  in  it,  the  forcibly  carrying 
the  veffel  away,  and  all  in  a  manner  unpre¬ 
cedented,  and  calculated  to  irritate,  juftify  the 


apprehenfion  that  the  feizure  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  thefe  extraordinary  circumdances 
in  order  to  excite  a  riot,  and  furnifh  a  plaufi- 
ble  pretence  for  requeding  Troops.— A  day 
or  two  after  the  riot,  and  as  if  in  prolecution 
of  the  lad-mentioned  purpofe,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  there  was  not  the  lead  in  nut  oheied  to 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuftoms,  eitner  in 
their  perfons  or  property,  they  thought^ fit  to 
retire,  on  the  pretence  of  Security  to  them- 
Selves,  on  board  the  Romney  man  of  wi, 
and  afterwards  to  Gallic- William  ;  and  when 
there,  to  keep  up  the  idea  of  their  being  du 
in  great  hazard,  procured  the  Romney  and 
Several  other  veffel s  of  war  to  be  fo  dationed 
as  to  prevent  an  attack  upon  the  Can  c 
which  they  affedted  to  he  afraid  of. 

Thefe  proceedings  have  dounUefs  taken 

place  to  induce  a  belief  among  the  officers 

of  the  navy  and  army,  as  they  occasionally 
J  g  came 
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came  hither,  that  the  Commiffioners  were 
in  danger  of  being  attacked,  and  to  procure 
from  thofc  officers  reprefentations  coincident 
with  their  own,  that  they  really  were  fo. 
But  their  frequent  landing  on  the  Main,  and 
making  excuriions  into  the  country,  where  it 
would  have  been  eafy  to  havefeized,  if  any 
injury  had  been  intended  them,  demonftrates 
the  infincerity  of  their  declarations,  that 
they  immured  themfelves  at  the  Cattle  for 
faiety.  This  is  rather  to  be  accounted  for, 
as  being  an  effential  part  of  the  concerted 
plan  for  procuring  Troops  to  be  quartered 
here  :  in  which  they  and  their  coadjutors 
have  fucccedecl  to  their  with  :  hut  unhappi¬ 
ly  to  the  mutual  detriment  and  uneafinefs  of 
both  countries. 

We  thought  it  abfolutely  neceffiary,  and 
our  duty  to  the  Town  and  Province  required 
us,  to  give  your  Excellency  this  detail,  that 
you  might  know  thefentiments  of  this  people, 
and  that  they  think  themfelves  injured,  and 
injured  by  men  to  whom  they  have  done  no 
injury.— 'From  thejudice  of  your  Excellen¬ 
cy,  we  allure  ourfeives  your  mind  will  not 
admit  of  impreffions  to  their  difadvantage 
from  perfons  who  have  done  the  injury. 

Your  Excellency  in  your  letter  to  Governor 
Bernard,  of  the  12th  of  September,,  gave  no¬ 
tice  that  one  cl  the  regiments  from  Halifax 
was  ordered  for  the  prefent  to  Caftle- Wil¬ 
liam,  and  the  other  to  the  Town  j  but  you 

was 
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was  pleafed  afterwards  to  order  both  of  them 
into  the  Town. 

If  your  Excellency  when  you  know  the 
true  Hate  of  the  Town,  which  we  can  affure 
you  is  quite  peaceable,  lhall  think  his  Majef- 
ty’s  fervice  does  not  require  thofe  regiments 
to  continue  in  the  Town,  it  will  be  a  greay 
eafe  and  fatisfadlion  to  the  inhabitants,  if 
you  will  pleafe  to  order  them  to  Caftle-Wil- 
liam,  where  commodious  barracks  are  provi¬ 
ded  for  their  reception  ;  or  to  Point  bhirley, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  it :  in  either  of 
which  or  in  both  they  can  be  well  accom¬ 
modated. 

As  to  the  two  regiments  expedled  here 
from  Ireland,  it  appears  by  Lord  Hillfbo- 
rough’s  letter  of  the  3oth  of  July,  they  were 
intended  for  a  different  part  of  North-Ame- 


rica. 

If  your  Excellency  lhall  think  it  not  in- 
conlilfent  with  his  Majefty’s  fervice  that  they 
fhould  be  fent  to  the  place  of  their  fil'd  del- 
tination,  it  will  contribute  to  the  eale  and 
happinefs  of  the  town  and  province,  if  they 

might  be  ordered  thither.  c 

As  we  are  true  and  faithful  fubjedts  of 
his  Maiefly,  have  an  aftedfionate  regaid  for 
the  Mother  country,  and  a  tender  fceung 
for  our  own,  our  duty  to  each  of  them 
make  us  wilh,  and  we  earneifly  beg  your 
Excellency  to  make  a  full  enquiry  into  t  ic 
diforders  above-mentioned  ;  into  the  catnes 
of  them  and  the  reprcfcntations  tiv.it  have 

S  2 
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made  about  them  ;  in  doing  which  your 
Excellency  will  eafily  difcover  who  are  the 
perfons  tiiat  from  lucrative  views  have  com¬ 
bined  again  ft  the  peace  of  this  town  and 
province  :  Some  of  whom  it  is  probable  have 
difcovered  themfelves  already  by  their  own 
letters  to  your  Excellency. 

In  making  the  enquiry,  tho’  many  im¬ 
prudences  and  fome  criminal  proceedings 
may  be  found  to  have  taken  place,  we  are 
perluaded  from  the  candor,  generofity  and 
juftice  that  hftinguifh  your  charader;  your 
Excellency  will  not  charge  the  doings  of  a 
few  individuals,  and  thofe  of  an  inferior  fort, 
upon  the  Town  and  Province.  And  with 
regard  to  thofe  individuals,  if  any  circum¬ 
stances  fhall  appear  juftly  to  extenuate  the 
criminality  of  their  proceedings,  your  Excel¬ 
lency  will  let  them  have  their  effed. — On 
the  fame  candor,  generofity  and  juftice  we 
can  rely,  that  vour  Excellency’s  reprefen  ra¬ 
tions  of  this  affair  to  his  Majefty’s  minifters 
will  be  iuch,  as  even  the  criminals  themfelves 
fhall  allow  to  be  juft. 


Harrifon  Gray , 
James  RuJ/e/l, 

John  Bradbury 
Royal  "Tyler, 

Samuel  White , 

James  Pitts , 

Samuel  Dexter . 

Bo  ft  on,  O  Sober  27, 


Samuel  Danfort!:, 
John  Hill , 
jfaac  Royally 
John  Erving, 

James  Bowdoin, 
Gam .  Bradjordy 
Thomas  Huibardy 
Nath .  Sparhawky 

1768. 

To 
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To  the  foregoing  Addrefs  the  General 
the  following  Anfwer. 


Honourable  Meffieurs  Danforth, 
yj  y,  Ro)'a’’  Erving,  Bowdoin,  Bradford, 
Hubbard,  Sparhawk,  Gray,  Ruffell,  Brad¬ 
bury,  Tyler,  White,  Pitts,  and  Dexter, 
Members  of  his  Majeftv’s  Council  of  the 
Province  of  Majfachufetts-Bay. 

Gentlemen, 


T  Return  you  thunks  for  tide  honor  you  do  me  in 
this  Addrefs,  and  am  greatly  obliged  to  you 

for  the  good  opinion  you  are  p leafed  to  conceive 
of  me. 

Whatever  in  ay  have  been  the  particular  caufes 
of  the  Disturbances,  and  Riots ,  which  have 
happened  in  the  Town  of  Barton,  thofe  Riots, 
and  the  Refolves  which  were  publijhed,  have  in¬ 
duced  his  MajeJly  to  order  four  Regiments  to 
this  town ,  to  protect  his  loyal  Jubjeffs,  in  their 
perfons ,  and  properties ,  and  to  aj/ji  the  civil 
magijlratcs  in  the  execution  of  the  laws . 

The  difeipline  and  order  which  will  he  pre- 
ferved  amongjl  the  Troops ,  1  truf,  will  render 
their  flay ,  in  no  fape  dijlrefsjul  to  his  Majefly  s 
dutiful  fubjedls  in  this  town  ;  and  that  the  Ju- 
ture  behaviour  of  the  people,  will  ju/t if y  the 
bell  con  Urn  Eli  on  of  their  pa  fl  atlions ,  which  I 
fatter  my f elf  will  be  fuch ,  as  to  afford  me  a  fuf- 
Jicent  foundation ,  to  reprejent  to  his  MajeJly , 

the 
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the  propriety  cj  withdrawing  the  moft  part  of 
the  'Troops  * . 

THOMAS  GAGE. 

Bojlon,  OBober  28,  1768. 

NUMBER  VII. 

*  T  feveral  Meetings  of  Gentlemen  of  the 
/\  Council  in  November  and  December, 
7768,  Petitions  to  the  two  Houfes  of  Par¬ 
liament  were  agreed  to  by  the  major  Part 
of  the  Council  :  in  which  Petitions  they 
pray  in  the  moft  explicit  Manner,  for  the 
Repeal  of  the  feveral  Ads  of  Parliament  for 
railin'’'  a  revenue  in  the  Colonies.  This  was 

#  "phe  foregoing  Add  refs  and  Anfwer  were  fent  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Gage,  to  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  as  appears 
by  his  Letter  to  his  Lordfhip,  dated  at  Bofton,  Octo¬ 
ber  -1,  1768.  This  Letter  is  totally  deftitute  of  the 
Candor  which  People  here  had  always  conne&ed  with 
£  General’s  Charter.  At  the  date  of  it,  he  had 
been  in  tov.  n  about  a  fortnight :  in  which  time,  from 
his  own  knowledge  and  observation,  he  could  not 
<?ain  fuch  an  acquaintance  with  the  charadler  and  dil- 
pofition  of  the  Council,  and  of  the  People  in  Gene¬ 
ral  as  to  authorize  him  to  (ay  (o  many  harm  things 
concerning  them  :  which,  at  the  fame  time  are  as 
uniuft,  as  they  are  harfh  and  precipitate.  i  he  simi¬ 
litude  of  fentiment  in  this  Letter,  and  Governor 
Bernard’s  Letters  foregoing,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt 
from  whence  the  matter  of  it  was  furnilhed.  ^  _ 

As  the  General  thought  proper  to  ftep  out  ot  ms  line, 
and  had  undertaken  to  give  char  afters,  a  regard  for 
the  Public,  and  efpecially  for  himfelf,  (hould  have 
induced  him  to  give  fuch  as  were  coniiftent  with 

Truth. 
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done  fo  explicitly  to  prevent  the  Prayer  of 
their  Petition  to  the  King  being  mifunder- 
ftood,  by  Means  of  what  Governor  Ber¬ 
nard  wrote  to  Lord  Hilllborough,  in  his 
Letter,  dated  July  16,  1768,  which  accom¬ 
panied  the  faid  Petition. 

The  Petition  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  is 

as  follows,  viz. 

To  the  Honorable  the  COMMONS  of 
GREAT  BRITAIN,  in  Parliament 
affembled. 

# 

"The  humble  Petition  of  the  major  Part  of  his 
Majefty  s  Council  of  the  Province  s/  Mas¬ 
sachusetts-Bay. 

HI  S  Majefty  "s  moft  dutiful  and  loyal 
Subjects,  the  Council  of  the  faid  Pro¬ 
vince,  being  rendered  unable,  by  the  Diffo- 
lution  of  the  General  Court,  to  addrefs  you 
in  their  Legiftative  Capacity  :  We,  the  ma¬ 
jor  Part  of  the  faid  Council  (the  other  Mem¬ 
bers  living  too  remote  to  join  with  us)  beg 
Leave  to  do  it  on  a  Subject  of  the  greateft 
importance,  not  only  to  this  Province  and 
the  Colonies  in  general,  but  to  Great-Britain 
in  particular,  and  humbly  to  reprefent  to 

this  honorable  Houfe, 

That  the  firft  Settlers  of  New-England, 
more  attentive  to  Religion  than  worldly 
Emolument,  planted  themfelves  in  this 

Country,  with  a  View  of  being  fecure  from 

re* 
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religious  Impofition,  and  not  with  any  Ex* 
Deflations  ot  advancing  their  temporal  In- 
terefts,  which  the  Nature  of  the  Soil  forbad 
them  to  indulge  : 

That  they  obtained  a  Patent  of  this  Coun¬ 
try  from  king  Charles  the  Firft,  which,  tho’ 
vacated  in  the  unhappy  Times  of  James  the 
Second,  revived  in  the  prefent  Charter  of 
the  Province,  which  was  granted  in  the 
fucceeding  glorious  Reign  of  king  William 
and  queen  Mary,  who  by  faid  Charter 
confirmed  to  their  Subje&s  in  this  Province, 
divers  important  Rights  and  Privileges,  par¬ 
ticularly  all  fuch  as  are  efiential  to,  and  con- 
ftitute  the  peculiar  Happinefs  of  Britifh  Sub¬ 
jects  :  founded  in  the  immutable  Laws  of 
Nature  and  Reafon,  and  infeparable  from 
the  grand  and  ultimate  End  of  all  govern¬ 
ment,  the  Security  and  Welfare  of  the  Sub¬ 
ject,  and  which  have  been  enjoyed  till  of 
late,  without  Interruption  : 

That  from  the  Length  and  Severity  of 
the  Winters,  the  Inferiority  of  the  Soil,  and 
the  great  Labour  neceflary  to  fubdue  it,  they 
underwent  incredible  Hardfhips  : 

That  betides  the  Climate  and  Soil,  they 
had  to  contend  with  a  numerous  and  barba¬ 
rous  Enemy,  which  made  frequent  Inroads 
upon  them,  broke  up  their  exterior  Settle¬ 
ments,  and  feveral  times  had  nearly  accom- 
phihed  their  utter  Defiruflion  ;  by  Means 
whereof  they  were  kept  in  perpetual  Alarms, 

and 
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and  their  country  made  the  Scene  of  Ra 
pine  and  Slaughter: 

That  nothing  but  the  moil:  invincible  For¬ 
titude,  animated  by  the  Principles  of  Reli¬ 
gion,  and  the  warmeft  Attachment  to  that 
civil  Liberty  which  the  Britifh  Conftitution 
fo  happily  defines  and  fecures,  could  have 
enabled  them  to  fuflain  the  Hardfhips  and 
Diftrelfes  that  came  upon  them  by  thofe 
Caufes. — Nothing  lefs  could  have  induced 
them  to  perfevere  in  the  Settlement  of  a 
Country,  from  which  in  its  bed  Lftate  they 
had  only  to  expeft  a  fcanty  Subfiftence  ;  and 
that  in  Conlequence  of  their  unremitted  La¬ 
bour  : 

*  That  by  this  Labour,  thofe  Hardfhips  and 
Diftreffes,  they  not  only  dearly  purchafed 
their  Settlements  here,  but  acquired  an  addi¬ 
tional  Title,  over  and  above  their  common 
Claim  as  Men,  and  as  Britifh  Subjects,  to 
the  Immunities  and  Privileges  granted  them 
by  Charter,  and  which  they  have  tranimit- 
ted  to  their  Children  and  Succeffors,  the  pre~ 
fent  Inhabitants,  his  Majefly’s  faithful  bub- 

jefts  of  this  Province. 

That  the  prefent  Inhabitants,  tho  more 
happily  circumftanced  than  their  Anceftcis, 
and  though  fome  among  them,  efpecialiy  in 
the  trading  Towns,  may  live  in  Affluence, 
yet,  from  the  Operation  or  the  fame  Caufes 
(the  Length  and  Severity  of  the  Winters  and 
the  Stubbornefs  and  Infertility  of  the  Sod) 
are  now  able  with  all  their  Labour,  to  ob- 
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tain  but  a  comfortable,  and  many  of  them 
but  a  fender,  Support  for  themfelves  and 
Families  :  Their  Cloathing,  of  which  in 
this  cold  Climate  more  is  required  than  other- 
wife  would  be  neceffary,  and  which  Tome 
fmall  Part  made  by  themfelves  only  except¬ 
ed)  is  made  of  the  Woollens  and  other  Ma¬ 
nufactures  of  Great  Britain  ;  the  other  ne- 
cefiary  Articles  of  Subfiftence,  and  the  year¬ 
ly  Taxes  upon  their  Polls  and  on  their  Real 
and  Perfonal  Eftates,  requiring  the  whole  or 
nearly  the  whole  Produce  of  their  Lands. 

That  by  their  Means  his  Majefty’s  Domi¬ 
nions  have  been  enlarged,  his  Subjects  in- 
creafed,  and  the  Trade  of  Great-Britain  ex¬ 
tended  :  All  in  a  Degree  envied  by  her  Ene¬ 
mies,  and  unexpected  by  her  Friends;  and 
all  without  any  expence  to  her  till  the  late 
War. 

That  in  the  late  War,  without  recurring 
to  the  former  Expeditions  againft  Canada, 
to  the  Reduction  of  Nova-Scotia  in  Seven¬ 
teen  hundred  and  ten  ;  to  the  Prefervation 
of  it  feveral  Times  fince  ;  to  the  Conqueft 
of  Louifbourg  with  its  dependent  Territo¬ 
ries  in  Seventeen  hundred  and  forty-five,  the 
Reddition  of  which  was  efteemed  by  France 
an  ample  equivalent  for  all  her  Conquefts  du¬ 
ring  on  her  Part  a  fucccefsful  W ar5  and  gave 
Peace  to  Europe.— Upon  his  Majefty’s  Re- 
quhitions  and  the  Requisitions  ot  his  Royal 
Grandfather,  this  Province  in  the  laft  War 
yearly  raifed  a  large  Body  of  Troops  to  aftift 
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in  Conjunction  with  the  other  Colony 
Troops,  in  reducing  the  French  Power  in 
America  :  The  Expence  whereof  was  very- 
great,  and  would  have  been  infupportable, 
had  not  Part  of  it  been  refunded  by  Parlia¬ 
ment,  from  a  Conviction  of  our  Inability  to 
bear  the  whole  : 

That  the  Lofs  of  Men  in  the  feveral 
Campaigns  of  that  War  was  great,  and  to 
fo  young  a  country  very  detrimental,  and 
could  not  be  compenfated  by  Grants  of  Par¬ 
liament,  and  to  which  thofe  Grants  had  no 
RefpeCt : 

That  the  Acquifition  of  fo  large  a  Part  of 
America  by  his  Majefty's  Arms,  though  a 
great  national  Good,  and  greatly  beneficial 
to  the  Colonies,  as  thereby  they  have  been 
freed  from  the  Hoftilities  of  the  French,  and 
(in  a  good  Meafure)  of  the  Indians  that 
were  under  their  influence,  has  in  divers  xe— 
fpeCis  operated  to  the  Detriment  of  the 
Colonies ;  particularly  by  diminishing  the 
Value  of  real  Eftates,  and  drawing  their  In¬ 
habitants  from  them  to  fettle  the  new  ac¬ 
quired  Territory  :  > 

That  the  faid  Acquisitions  have  occafion- 

ed  new  and  increaflng  Demands  for  the  Ma¬ 
nufactures  of  Great-Britain,  and  ha\e  o- 
pencd  to  her.  Sources  of  Trade  greatly  be¬ 
neficial,  and  continually  enlarging:  The 
Benefits  of  which  center  in  herielf,  and 
which,  with  the  extenfive  Territories  acquir¬ 
ed,  are  apprehended  to  be  an  ample  Equi- 
1  t  2  valent 
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valent  for  all  the  Charges  of  the  War  In  A- 
menca  ;  and  for  the  Expences  of  defending, 
protecting  and  fecuring  the  faid  Territories  : 

That  this  Province  in  particular  is  ftili  in 
Debt  on  Account  of  the  Charge  incurred  by 
the  late  War  : 

That  the  yearly  Taxes  —  excepting  the 
prefent  Year,  on  which  no  public  Tax  has 
been  yet  laid,  by  Reaion  of  a  general  Va¬ 
luation  of  Eftates  through  the  Province, 
which  could  not  be  compleated  before  the 
Diffolution  of  the  late  General  Affembly, 
but  which  will  probably  be  refumed  when 
anew  Affembly  {hall  be  called— that  the 
yearly  Taxes  upon  the  People  for  leffening 
the  faid  Debt,  though  not  fo  great  as  during 
the  War,  are  neverthelefs  with  more  diffi¬ 
culty  paid,  by  Reafon  of  the  greater  Scarcity 
of  Money  : 

That  the  Scarcity  of  Money  in  the  Colo¬ 
nies  is  owing  to  the  Balance  of  their  Trade 
with  Great  -  Britain  being  againft  them: 
which  Balance  (exclulive  of  the  Operation 
of  the  feveral  Adis  of  Parliament  taxing  the 
Colonies,  by  laying  certain  Duties  for  the 
Purpofe  of  raffing  a  Revenue  from  them) 
drains  them  of  their  Money,  to  the  great 
Embarraffment  of  their  Trade,  the  only 
Source  of  it  : 

That  this  Embarraffment  is  much  increaf- 
ed  by  the  late  Regulations  of  Trade;  and 
by  the  Tax- Adis  aforefaid,  which  draw  im¬ 
mediately  from  Trade  the  Money  neceffary 
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to  fupport  it ;  on  the  Support  whereof  the 
Payment  of  the  Balance  aforcfaid  depends  : 

That  the  faid  Tax-ACts  operating  to  the 
Detriment  of  theTrade  of  the  Colonies,  mu  ft 
likewife  operate  to  the  Detriment  of  Great- 
Britain, by  difabling  the  Colonilts  from  paying 
the  Debt  due  to  her,  and  by  laying  them  under 
a  Neceffityof  ufing  lefs  of  her  Manufactures : 

That  by  the  Ufe  and  Confumption  of  the 
Manufactures  of  Great-Britain,  which  are 
virtually  charged  with  mod  of  the  Taxes 
that  take  Place  there,  the  Colonies  pay  no 
inconsiderable  Part  of  thofe  Taxes : 

That  by  feveral  ACts  of  Parliament  the 
Colonies  are  restrained  from  importing  moft 
of  the  Commodities  of  Europe,  unlcfs  from 
Great-Britain  :  which  occalicns  her  Manu¬ 
factures  and  all  Commodities  coming  from 
her  to  be  dearer  charged,  which  is  equiva¬ 
lent  to  a  Tax  upon  them. 

That  the  Colonies  are  prohibited  fending 
to  foreign  Markets  many  valuable  Articles 
of  their  produce  ;  which  giving  to  Great- 
Britain  an  Advantage  in  the  Price  of  them, 
is  a  proportionable  and  a  further  Tax  upon 
the  Colonies : 

That  the  Exports  of  the  Colonies,  all 
their  Gold  and  Silver,  and  their  whole  Pow¬ 
ers  of  Remittance,  fall  Abort  of  the  charged 
Value  of  what  they  import  from  Great- 
Britain  : 

That  if  it  be  confidered  what  Difficulties 
the  Colonies  encountred  on  their  firlt  Settle¬ 
ment,  their  having  defended  them  lei  ves 

(Nova- 
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(Nova-Scoria  and  Georgia  excepted)  without 
any  Expence  to  Great-Britain  ;  the  Affiftan-r 
ces  given  by  them  in  the  late  War,  whereby 
the  Empire  of  Great-Britain  is  fo  greatly 
extended,  and  its  Trade  proportionally  in- 
creafed;  the  Diminution  of  the  Value  of 
their  Eftates,  and  the  Emigration  of  their 
Inhabitants  occafioned  by  that  Extenfion,  the 
Lofs  of  Men  in  the  faid  War,  peculiarly 
detrimental  to  young  Countries ;  the  Taxes 
on  them  to  fupport  their  own  internal  Go¬ 
vernment  ,  the  Share  they  pay  of  the  Duties 
and  Taxes  in  Britain  by  the  Confumption 
of  Britifh  Manufactures,  for  which  fuch  va¬ 
luable  Returns  are  inadej  the  Reftraints  upon 
their  Trade,  equivalent  to  a  Tax  5  the  Ba¬ 
lance  of  Trade  continually  againft  them,  and 
their  confequent  Inability  to  pay  the  Duties 
laid  by  the  Adds  aforefaid.— — -It  thefe  Fads 
be  confidered,  we  humbly  conceive  it  mud 
appear,  that  his  Majefty’s  SubjeCts  in  the  Co¬ 
lonies  have  been,  and  are  at  lead  as  much 
burthened  as  thofe  in  Great-Britain  ;  and 
that  they  are,  whilfl  in  America,  more  ad¬ 
vantageous  to  Britain,  than  if  they  were 
tranfplanted  thither,  and  fubjected  to  all  the 
Duties  and  Taxes  paid  there  : 

We  beg  Leave  to  lay  this  Reprefentation 
before  this  honourable  Houfe,  humbly  pray¬ 
ing  your  favourable  Confideration  of  it  ;  and 
that  the  Charter  Rights  and  Privileges  ot 
the  People  of  this  Province,  and  their  inva¬ 
luable  Liberties  as  Britifh  Subjects,  may  be 

fecured 
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fecured  to  them  j  and  that  the  feveral  Ads  of 
Parliament  made  for  the  Purpofe  of  raifing 
a  Revenue  in  America,  may  be  repealed. 

In  the  Name  of  the  major  Part  of  the 
Council  aforefaid, 

I 

(Signed)  SAMUEL  DANFORTR 

Prefident  of  the  Council, 

NUMBER  VIII. 

The  DECLARATION  of  the  Overfeers  of 
the  Poor  of  the  Town  of  Bojton ,  viz. 

HIS  Excellency  Governor  Bernard  having 
been  pleafed  in  his  Letter  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Hillfborough,  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  principal  Secretaries  of  State, 
dated  November  the  ift,  1768,  to  inform 
his  Lordfhip,  That  i£  when  the  Report  of 
Troops  coming  here  was  firft  confirmed, 
*c  all  Kinds  of  People  were  thrufl  into  this 
cc  Building,  (viz.  the  Manufactory  Houfe 
<<  in  this  Town)  and  the  Work-Houfe  it- 
«  felf  was  opened,  and  the  People  confined 
<<  there  were  permitted  to  go  into  the  Ma- 
“  nufaCtory  Houle. And  the  Governor 
adds  that,  “  this  was  admitted  to  be  true  in 
“  Council  by  one  of  the  Board  who  is  an 
“  Overfeer  of  the  Poor,  and  a  Principal 

“  therein/' 
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His  Excellency  is  farther  pleafed  to  fay, 
“  Thus  this  Building  belonging  to  the  Go- 
“  vernment,  and  affigned  by  the  Governor 
“  and  Council  for  his  Majefty’s  Ufe,  is  kept 
“  filled  with  the  Outcaft  of  the  Work- 
“  Houle,  and  the  Scum  of  the  Town,  to 
“  prevent  its  being  ufed  for  the  Accommo- 
“  dation  of  the  King’s  Troops.” 

It  is  incumbent  on  us  who  were  then  the 
Crerfeers  of  the  Poor  of  the  Town,  to  whofe 
Care  and  Government  the  Work-Houfe  is 
by  Law  committed,  as  well  in  Juftice  to 
our  own  Charadler,  as  from  a  Regard  to 
Truth  to  declare,  That  it  never  was  our 
Practice,  nor  did  we  ever  in  any  Inftance  fet 
open  the  Work-Houfe  Doors  for  a  general 
Releafe. — That  the  Manufaftory-Houfe  is  a 
Building  which  we  in  our  Office  had  no 
manner  of  Concern  with,  and  we  never  did 
permit  Perfons  confined  in  the  Work-Houfe 
to  go  into  the  fame  or  even  connive  at  it. — 
On  the  contrary,  by  Virtue  of  the  Authority 
veiled  in  us  by  the  Laws  of  the  Province  to 
order  and  confine  idle  and  dilToiute  Perlons 
to  the  Work-Houfe,  we  have  taken  fundry 
Perfons  of  fuch  Character  from  the  Manu- 
fadtory-Houfe  and  confined  them  in  the 
Work-Houfe.  That  particularly  in  the 
Months  of  January  and  February  1768, 
feveral  Perfons  were  removed  from  thence 
to  the  Work-Houfe,  who  were  pofitively 
prohibited  returning  to  the  Manufabtory- 
Houfe,  and  they  were  finally  releafed  upon 

exprefs 
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exprefs  Condition  of  their  finding  other 
Habitation. 

And  further,  We  declare  that  in  the  Dif- 
miffion  of  any  Perfon  from  the  Work- 
Houfe,  we  never  had  it  in  Contemplation 
that  they  fhould  return  to  the  Manufa&ory- 
Houfe,  more  elpecially  with  a  View  of  pre¬ 
venting  the  King’s  Troops  from  being  ac¬ 
commodated  there ;  as  we  never  could  con¬ 
ceive  fuch  a  Building  would  be  affigned  for 
that  Purpcfe. 

Workboufe- Hall,  Bop?:,  Jpril  15,  1769. 


Jofeph  Waldo, 

J ohn  Leverett , 
John  Gore , 

Samuel  Partridge , 
Thomas  Tyler , 
john  Bradford , 


John  Barrett , 
Royal  Tyler , 
Benjamin  DolbearSj 
William  Whitwell , 
William  Greenleaf  > 
William  White ,  ' 


Suffolk,  IT.  Bcjlon,  April  15,  i?69* 

rr^HEN  the  above-named  John  Bar - 
£j  rett,  Efq;  the  Honorable  Roy  A.  Tylr, 
E(q;  Mr.  Benjamin  Dolbeare,  Mr. 

Whitwell,  Mr.  William  Greenleaf,  h  itham 
White ,  Efq;  Mr.  Jofeph  Waldo,  John  Leverett, 
Efq;  John  Gore,  Efq;  Mr.  Samuel  l  cartridge, 
Thomas  Tyler,  Efq;  and  Mr.  John  Bradford 
feverally  made  folemn  Oath  to  tnc  1  tmh  o 
the  within  and  foregoing  Dec.aration,  iuo- 

feribed  by  them,  •»  T  0.  c 

John  Ruddock,  I  Juftices  of 

Before  us,  £ejcber  Noyes,  S  thc  Peace 

ouo  um  Units. 

IJ  Mr. 
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Boll  an  s  Petition  to  the  Idoufe  of 
Commons. 


A  Copy  of  this  Petition  was  received  from 
Mi.  Bollan,  with  the  Copies  of  Governor 
Bernard  s  Letters  foregoing.  The  Refo- 
lutions,  on  which  the  faid  Petition  is 
grounded,  and  in  which  the  Council  and 
Houfe  of  Reprefen  tatives  of  this  Province 
are  unjuftly  cenfured,  were  occafioned  by 
the  Mifreprefentations  of  the  faid  Go¬ 
vernor.  As  the  Petition  is  upon  a  Matter 
of  great  Importance  to  ail  his  Majefty’s 
Subjects  in  America,  andhasfome  relati¬ 
on  to  the  SubjeG:  of  the  foregoing  Let¬ 
ters,  it  is  here  infer  ted. 


To  the  Honorable  the  Commons  of  Great-Bri- 
tain  an  Parliament  ajj'embled . 


The  Petition  of  William  Bollan,  of 

Bofton,  in  the  Province  of  Majfachufetts- 
Bay ,  Efqj 


Mofl  humbly  Jhews, 

I.  f'P  HAT  the  Right  Honorable  the 

_  Lords  fpiritual  and  temporal  hav- 

.  _  lent  to  this  Hon.  Houfe  certain  refolu- 
tions,  with  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefly,  for 
their  concurrence,  by  which  refolutions  their 
Lordfhips  have  cenfured  the  council  and  re- 
prefentatives  ct  the  faid  province,  and  the 

civil 
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civil  magiftrates  of  Bofton,  for  feveral  caufes, 
and  the  addrefs  fuppofes  that  the  fubjeds  of 
cur  Lord  the  King,  born  and  refiant  in  his 
colonies  in  America,  and  his  Majefty’s  other 
fuhjeds  living  there,  are  liable ‘to  be  taken 
from  their  proper  domicil,  and  brought  into 
England,  and  there  tried  for  treafon,  or 
mifprifion  of  treafon  prefumed  to  have  been 
by  them  committed  in  any  of  the  colonies, 
your  petitioner,  with  all  due  reverence  to 
their  Lordfhips  and  this  honorable  Houfe, 
conceives  this  fuppofition  is  erroneous  and 
fubverfive  of  the  true  conftitution  of  the 
colonies,  formed  by  the  ada  regia  of  feveral 
Princes,  upon  the  advice  of  able  coun- 
fellors  and  great  lawyers,  and  corroborated 
by  feveral  ads  of  parliament. 

II.  That  the  refolutions  or  addrefs  con¬ 
tain  no  exprefs  charge  or  mention  of  any 
certain  treafon,  with  an  overt  ad  manifefling 
it,  committed,  or  prefumed  to  have  been 
committed  within  the  province  of  Maffa- 
chufetts-Bay,  as  the  proper  foundation  of 
the  fubfequent  proceedings  in  the  addrefs 
mentioned. 

III.  That  the  law  having  with  great  wif- 
dom  difhinguifhed  offences,  and  given  them 
feveral  names  fuitable  to  their  refpedive  na¬ 
tures,  and  the  lafety  of  the  fubjed,  requir¬ 
ing  precifion  in  all  proceedings  in  criminal 
cafes,  your  petitioner  humbly  conceives  thefe 
diftindions  are  ever  to  be  obferved  with 

U  2  certainty. 
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certainty,  and  more  efpecially  in  proceed¬ 
ings  of  fo  great  importance. 

IV.  That  at  common  law  there  was  a 
great  latitude  ufed  in  railing  of  offences  into 
the  crime  and  punishment  of  trealoo,  by 
way  of  interpretation  and  arbitrary  conftrudti- 
pn,  which  brought  in  great  inconvenience 
and  uncertainty  ;  lo  that  before  the  ftatute 
of  Edw.  Ill.  the  crime  of  treafon  was  fo 
uncertain  and  arbitrary,  that  almoft  every 
offence  that  was,  or  feemed  to  be  a  breach 
of  the  faith  and  allegiance  due  to  the  King, 
was  by  conftrudtion  arid  confequence  raifed 
into  the  offence  of  high  treafon;  wherefore 
it  became  abfolutely  necefiary  that  there 
Should  be  fome  fixed  and  fettled  boundary 
for  this  great  crime,  which  was  happily  ei- 
fedted  by  that  ftatute,  which  lo  far  excels  m 
policy  and  wifdoin,  that,  fave  Magna  Chaita, 
6  No  adt  of  parliament  hath  had  more  ho- 
‘  nour  given  unto  it  by  the  King,  Lords  fpi- 
c  ritual  and  temporal,  and  the  Commons  of 
‘  the  realm,  for  the  time  being  in  full  par- 
;<  Lament  than  this  adt,”  hath  had  when 
found  judgment  and  provident  forefight  took 
place,  and  the  departures  from  it  in  violent 
and  improvident  times  have  been  attended 
with  great  mifehiefs  and  dangers. 

V.  °That  in  the  next  reign,  thro’  the  want 
of  due  regard  for  this  ftatute  in  the  King, 
his  Minifters,  Judges  and  Parliaments,  the 
great  boundary  of  treafon  thereby  afeertain- 
ed  was  broken,  and  conftrudtive  treafons 


being 


rapfot 


saBsmarst 


JMSSttHli  HiBfegiafefa 


[  is1  1 

being  let  in,  they,  by  various  viciffitudes, 
mifchieved  all  parties,  enabled  their  leaders, 
as  they  alternately  prevailed,  to  cutoff  their 
opponents,  and  left  great  unquietnefs  in  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  were  indeed  one  of 
the  occalions  of  the  unhappinels  ol  that  mil- 
guided  Prince.  Among  other  things  the 
King  enquired  of  his  two  chief  juftices,  and 
divers  other  judges,  what  punilhment  they 
deferved  who  had  compelled  or  conftrained 
the  King  to  make  a  certain  ftatute,  ordina¬ 
tion  and  commiffion ;  to  which  queftion  they 
unanimoufly  anfwered  that  they  were  jullly 
to  be  punifhed  as  traitors.  Aho  how  they 
were  to  be  punifhed  who  hindered  the  King 
from  exerciiing  what  pertained  to  the  regali¬ 
ty  and  his  prerogative  j  to  which  they  like- 
wife  unanimoufly  anfwered  that  they  fliould 
alfo  be  punifhed  as  traitors,  with  feveral  otner 
queftions  and  anfwers  to  the  like  purpofc. 
This  extravagant  and  extrajudicial  ucclaia- 
tion  of  treafon  by  thefe  judges  gave  preient- 
\y  an  univerfal  offence  to  the  kingdom,  lor 
prefently  it  bred  great  infecurity  to  all  per¬ 
sons  s  and  for  this  very  cattle,  within  the 
fnace  of  feven  months,  thofe  judges  were  in 
parliament  adjudged  to  fuffer  as  traitors. 
Trefilian,  chief  juftice,  was  executed,  an 
the  lives  of  the  reft  being  fpareo  they  weie 
banifhed  into  Ireland:  and  the  proceedings 
this  reign  alone  fuffice  fully  to  evince  I. 
Threat  importance  of  .he  ftatute  of  2S 
Edw.  111.  with  the  utility  and  nit-eflity » 
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ft  r  Idly  obferving  it.  2.  How  dangerous  it 
is  to  depart  from  the  letter  of  that  ftatute, 
and  to  multiply  and  inhance  offences  into 
treafon  by  general  or  ambiguous  words,  as 
accroaching  of  loyal  power,  fubverting  of 
fundamental  laws,  and  the  like.  3.  How- 
dangerous  it  is  by  conftruftion  and  analogy 
to  make  treafons  where  the  letter  of  the  law 
has  not  done  it ;  for  fuch  a  method  admits 
of  no  limits  or  bounds,  but  runs  as  far  as 
the  wit  and  invention  of  accufers,  and  the 
odioulnefs  and  detestation  of  perfons  accufed 
will  carry  men. 

VI.  That  in  th  e  reign  of  King  Henry  VIII. 
who  in  the  latter  part  of  it  became  arbitrary 
ano  feverc,  trealons  were  exceedingly  mul¬ 
tiplied,  and  his  parliaments  were  fo  fubfer- 
vient  to  his  mutable  and  violent  will,  that  in 
the  31ft  year  of  his  reign  they  enadted,  that 
the  proclamations  of  the  King  and  Council, 
or  the  more  part  of  them,  concerning  reli¬ 
gion,  or  other  matters,  fhould  be  obeyed  as 
though  they  were  made  by  adt  of  parliament, 
under  fuch  penalties  and  pains  as  to  him  and 
them  fhould  feem  neceffary,  and  that  they 
who  di fobeyed  them,  and  went  beyond  fea, 
contemptuoufly  to  avoid  anfwering  fuch  of¬ 
fence,  fhould  he  guilty  of  treafon,  and  in 
the  34th  year,  in  further  fubverfion  of  the 
conftitution  and  common  fafety  of  the  realm, 
they  enacted  that  judgment  might  be  given 
againft  any  of  the  offenders  by  nine  of  the 
King  s  council.  And  the  King,  in  matters 

which 


• 

■■■  .  4 


^  - . 


[  1 53  1 

which  concerned  his  wives,  daughters,  and 
luccefiors  of  the  crown,  being  chiefly  go¬ 
verned  by  his  inclinations,  and  the  parlia¬ 
ment  having  “  put  in  his  hands  wholly  the 
“  order  and  declaration  of  the  fucceffors  of 
“  the  realm”,  by  the  adts  made  in  25th, 
28th,  and  35th  years  of  his  reign,  feveral 
arbitrary  and  contradictory  inftitutions  and 
provifions  relative  to  his  marriages  and  his 
iffue,  with  the  difpofal,  and  conditional  li¬ 
mitations  of  the  fucceliors  of  the  crown, 
were  made  ;  and  in  fupport  of  his  various  in¬ 
ftitutions  numerous  treafons  were  created. 
Among  others  it  was  made  treafon  by  words 
to  derogate  from  feveral  of  his  marriages, 
and  words  alone  which  fhould  be  ufed  in 
prejudice  to  any  of  the  manifold  provifions 
contained  in  the  different  inftitutions  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  ads  of  the  28th  and  35th 
years  were  made  treafon ;  and  altho’  the 
greateft  contrarieties  refpeding  matters  the 
moft  interefting  had  notorioully  taken  place 
in  parliament,  yet  the  laft  declaration  of  his 
will  was  to  be  held  facred,  and  his  fubjeds 
were  reduced  to  fuch  an  abjed  condition,  that 
they  muft  either  deem  him  infallible,  tho* 
fubjed  to  the  greateft  failings,  or  be  dumb 
on  pain  of  death  5  wherefore  it  was  well 
faid  by  a  foreigner,  that  this  King  with  the 
papal  fupremacy  had  likewife  taken  to  him- 
felf  the  papal  infallibility.  Immediately  af¬ 
ter  paffing  the  ad  of  the  35th  year  of  this 
King's  reign,  whereby  the  crown  was  provi-  , 
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fionally  limited  to  his  daughters  Mary  and 
Elizabeth,  who  had  before  been  declared  il¬ 
legitimate  by  the  King  and  parliament,  and 
publifhing  them  to  be  the  King’s  lawful  chil¬ 
dren  made  treafon,  and  who  by  the  moftplain 
and  neceffary  implication,  were  declared  ille¬ 
gitimate  by  this  very  adt,  which  created  fo 
many  treafons,  in  fupport  of  thefe  limitations, 
with  others,  the  act  entitled,  “  an  adt  for 
Cf  the  trial  of  treafons  committed  out  of  the 
King’s  dominions,”  by  the  addrefs  fuppc- 
fed  to  extend  to  the  colonies,  was  made, 
with  intent,  it  is  prefumed,  more  certainly 
to  punifh  thofe  whofhould  in  Scotland,  whole 
King,  according  to  the  ufual  courfe  of  des¬ 
cent,  would,  on  prince  Edward’s  death  with¬ 
out  iffue,  in  cafe  the  Ladies  Mary  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  were  illegitimate,  have  good  and  dear 
right  to  the  crown,  or  in  any  other  foreign 
Prince’s  dominions,  by  word  or  deed  oppofe 
thefe  limitations ;  and  moreover,  thofe  who 
Ihould  offend  again  ft  the  immediate  fuc- 
ceeding  aft,  whereby  the  ftyle  of  fupreme 
head  of  the  church  of  England  and  Ireland 
was  annexed  to  the  imperial  crown  of  Eng¬ 
land  |  and  it  was  made  treafon  to  imagine 
to  deprive  any  to  whom  the  crown  was  or 
fhould  be  limited  of  any  of  their  titles,  ftyles. 


names,  degrees,  royal  eftate  or  regal  power 


annexed  to  the  crown  of  England 

VII.  That  all  the  treafons  enafted  in  this 
King’s  reign  were  abrogated  by  the  flatutes 
of  iftEdvv.  VI.  and  i  ft  Mary.  The  former 
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created  feme  new  treafons :  but  the  latter  at 
one  blow  laid  fiat  all  thofe  numerous  trea¬ 
fons,  mifprifions,  &c,  enaded  fince  25th 
Edward  3d,  which  excellent  ftatute,  as  it  is 
called  by  both  the  chief  jufiices  Coke  and 
Hale,  contains  as  the  former  obferves,  two 
rules  affuredly  true  3  the  }ft.  “  That  the 
<£  date  of  a  King  ftandeth  and  confifteth 
more  allured  by  the  love  and  favour  of 
thefubjed  toward  their  Sovereign,  than  in 
the  dread  and  fear  of  laws  made  with  ri¬ 
gorous  pains  and  extreme  punifhment  for 
not  obeying  their  Sovereign.  And  the 
other.  That  laws  juftly  made  for  the  pre- 
tc  fervation  of  the  common  weal,  without 
extreme  punilhment  or  penalty,  are  more 
often,  and  for  the  moll  part  better  obeyed 
than  laws  and  ftatutes  made  with  great 
and  extreme  punilhment.  Mitius  impe- 
ranti  melius  paretur.” 

VIII.  That  no  one  of  the  prefent  refolu- 
tions  contains  any  matter  which  is  treafon 
within  the  ftatute  of  the  25th  of  Edward 
3d,  and  for  farther  illuftration  herein  your 
petitioner  fubmits  to  this  honourable  houfe, 
1.  the  cafe  of  INicholas  de  Segrave,  Hated, 
by  Sir  E.  Coke  m  his  pleas  of  the  crown, 
with  his  annex’d  remark,  viz.  “  Nicholas 
de  Segrave  was  charged  in  open  parlia¬ 
ment  in  praefentia  domini  regis,  co- 
mitum,  baronum,  &  aliorum  de  confilio. 
Regis  tunc  ibi  exiftent,  that  the  King  in 

the  war  of  Scotland  being  amongfi  lus 
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enemies,  Nicholas  de  Segrave  his  liege 
man,  and  holding  of  the  King  by  homage 
and  fealty,  ferved  him  for  his  aid  in  that 
war,  did  malicioufly  move  contention  and 
difeord  without  caufe  with  John  de  Cromb- 
well,  charging  him  with  many  enormous 
crimes,  and  offer’d  to  prove  it  upon  his 
body.  To  whom  the  faid  John  anfwered, 
that  he  would  anfwer  him  in  the  King’s 
court,  as  the  court  fhould  confider,  &c. 
and  thereupon  gave  him  his  faith.  After 
Nicholas  withdrew  himfelf  from  the 
King's  hoft,  and  from  the  King’s  aid, 
leaving  the  King  amongft  his  enemies ;  in 
periculo  hoftium  fuorum,  and  adjourned 
the  faid  John  to  defend  himfelf  in  the  court 
of  the  King  of  France,  and  prefix’d  him 
a  certain  day,  et  lie,  quantum  in  eo  fuit, 
fubjiciens  et  fubmittens  dominium  regis 
&  regni  fubjedlioni  domini  regis  Franciae  : 
ad  hoc  faciendum  iter  fuum  arripuit  uf- 
que  Doveiiam.  ad  transfretandum,  &c. 
All  which  the  faid  Nicholas  confdfed,  et 
voluntati  domini  regis  de  alto  &  bafloinde 
fe  iubmifit  :  et  fuper  hoc  dominus  rex  vo¬ 
le  ns  habere  avifamentum  comitum,  ba- 
ronum,  magnatum,  et  aliorum  de  confilio 
fuo,  injunxit  iifdem  in  hornagio,  fideli- 
tate,  &  ligeantia  quibus  ei  tenentur,  quod 
ipfum  fideliter  confulerent,  qualis  pasna 
pro  tali  fadlo  fie  cognito  fuerit  infligenda  : 
qui  omnes,  habito  fuper  hoc  diligenti  trac- 
tatu&  avifamento,  confideratis  &  intellec- 
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tiS  omnibus  in  prsedifto  fafto  contends, 
&c.  dicunt  quod  hujufmodi  faftum  mere- 
tur  amiffionem  vitse  &  membrorum,  &c. 
fo  as  this  offence  was  then  folemnly 
adiudged  high  treafon.  But  this  is  taken 
away  by  this  Aft  of  25th  Edw.  3.  being 
not  under  any  of  the  claffes  or  heads  ^pa¬ 
cified  in  this  Aft.”  2.  The  Aft  2  Hen. 

r  recites  that  great  rumours,  congregations 
and  infurreftions  had  been  made  by  the  Lol¬ 
lards,  with  intent,  among  other  things,  o 

annul  and  fubvert  the  Chnman  tain  ie!.' 
blifhed  by  common  and  itatutelaw,  and  tn--. 
law  of  God,  and  to  deftroy  all  the  eflates  c. 
the  kingdom  fpiritual  and  temporal ;  and  al¬ 
io  all  manned  of  policy,  and  laws  of  tire 
land  finally;  yet  thefe  offences  were  not  de- 
dared  or  made  treafon.  And  3.  It  appears 

„„  «  well  by  the  articles  exhibited  in  Parha 

.  fsr  r  -r^ainff  Cardinal  Wolte\, 

“  ment,  21  tl.  5»  agai‘!1L  ,  Upnru 

-  as  by  indictment  in  the  Kings  bench 
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all  cannot  make  treafon,  for  the  number  of 
offences  does  not  change  their  nature,  and 
confound  their  fpecies,  and  the  aCt  for  re¬ 
verting  the  Earl  of  Strafford’s  attainder,  con¬ 
tains  the  ftrongeft  declaration  againft  intro¬ 
ducing  accumulative  and  constructive  trea- 
fons. 

X.  That  the  colonifts  being  held  under 
the  fame  allegiance  with  the  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  the  introduction  of  accumulative  or 
conftruCtive  treafon  would,  as  your  petition¬ 
er  conceives,  fubvert  their  common  fafety, 
and  fhake  the  fecunty  of  the  whole  Empire* 

XI.  That  mifprifion  of  treafon  is  not  in 
its  nature  a  fubflantive,  butavertual  or  con¬ 
sequential  crime,  which  cannot  exift  with¬ 
out  an  adtual  treafon,  any  more  than  a  fha- 
dow  without  a  fubftance  ;  and  if  no  treafon 
or  mifprifion  appears  to  have  exiited  in  the 
Province,  it  is  prefumed  the  Addrefs  fails 
in  its  foundation. 

XII.  That  the  information  of  an  offence 
is  a  thing  diflinCt  from  the  oath  which  fup- 
ports  it,  and  the  fulnefs  of  information  re- 
fpeCts  the  matter,  not  the  verification  of  it ; 
yet  it  is  not  delired  by  the  Addrefs,  that  the 
information  therein  mentioned  fhould  be 
taken  upon  oath. 

Xilh  1  hat  the  aCt  of  35  Hen.  8.  cap.  2. 
made  for  the  trial  of  foreign  treafons,  pro¬ 
vides  tnat  thefe  trials  final  1  be  had  before  the 
court  of  King’s- Bench,  or  before  Commif- 
f loners,  &c,  yet  the  Addrefs,  with  relpeCt 

to 
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to  the  trials  therein  mentioned,  takes  no 
notice  of  the  court  of  KingVBench,  but 
fuppofes  that  if  any  trials  take  place,  the 
lame  are  to  be  had  before  fpecial  commif- 
lioners,  of  whom  no  perfon  can  at  prefent 
have  any  certain  knowledge,  nor  of  the 
place  where  they  are  to  be  had. 

XIV.  That  the  Englifh  colonies  were 
planted  with  intent  to  ftretch  out  the  bounds 
of  England,  with  its  dominion  relative  to 
the  King  and  Subjedt,  in  fubfervience  to 
which  noble  purpofe  it  was  by  proper  a  51  a 
regia  declared,  that  the  original  Englifh  co- 
lonifts  and  their  pofterity,  with  their  affo- 
ciates  collected  from  other  dominions  of  the 
crown  of  England,  fhould  enjoy  ail  the  pri¬ 
vileges  of  perfons  native  of  England,  in 
fuch  ample  manner  as  if  they  were  born  and 
refiant  there. 

XV.  That  under  the  force  and  faith  of 
thefe  royal  declarations,  numerous  perfons, 
with  great  toil,  peril,  hardfhip,  and  expence 
of  much  blood  and  treafure,  planted  thefe 
colonies  to  the  great  advancement  of  the 
commerce,  wealth,  and  naval  fhength  or 
England  :  fo  that,  in  your  petitioner’s  hum¬ 
ble  opinion,  they  have  a  greater  claim  of 
merit  with  their  mother  country,  than  any 
other  colonies,  ancient  or  modern  ;  lor  he 
is  perfuaded  that  if,  thro  ^  the  colonifts  in 
general,  and  thofe  of  Mafiachufetts-Bay  m 

particular,  France  had  not  by  various  ways 
*  been 
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been  prevented,  her  naval  power  would  have 
become  fuperior  to  that  of  England. 

XVI.  That  after  numerous  colonies,  if- 
fuing  from  divers  nations,  had  been  fettled 
in  different  parts  of  the  world,  and  formed 
new  common-wealths,  by  the  Roman  poli¬ 
cy,  approved  by  men  of  found  judgment  in 
all  ages,  their  colonies  were  continued  part  of 
the  common-wealth,  and  ufed  as  the  beft 
means  of  fecuring  and  improving  that  em¬ 
pire,  which  they  had  enlarged  by  their  poli¬ 
cy  and  arms ;  and  in  this  reipetft  the  modern 
Europeans  have  fo  notorioufly  imitated  them, 
that  feveral  great  modern  authors,  living  in 
countries  which  had  no  colonies,  when  treat¬ 
ing  of  the  civil  rights  of  mankind,  have  no¬ 
ted  this  particular,  and  the  words  of  a  late 
Pruffian  author  may  ferve  to  declare  the  date 
of  the  Englifh  colonifts.  Non  dejimmt  ejj'e 
lives. 

XVII.  That  by  the  letters  patent  iffued 
for  the  fettlement  of  the  colonies  their  lands 
were,  jure  proprietatis  &  domnii ,  united  with 
the  land  of  England,  the  chief  part  of 
them  being  held  as  of  the  manor  of  Baft 
Greenwich,  and  the  colonifts  were  continued 
part  of  the  family  of  England,  the  whole 
forming  one  dominion;  fo  that  altho’  thro* 
neceffity  arifing  from  their  diftant  filiation 
and  cantonment  they  are  in  fome  refpedts  di¬ 
vided,  yet  in  national,  federal,  and  politi¬ 
cal  confideration,  they  were  ever  to  be  heid 

part 
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part  of  the  body  politic  or  common-wealth 
of  England. 

XV111.  That  the  flat,  of  1 5  Car.  2.  c.  7. 
contains  an  exprefs  declaration  per  verbade 
prsefonti,  that  his  Majefty’s  plantations  be¬ 
yond  the  Teas  are  inhabited  and  peopled  by 
his  fubjedts  of  this  his  kingdom  of  England, 
and  by  the  fiat,  of  13  Geo.  2.  c.  7.  it  was 
enabled,  that  from  the  ift  day  of  June  1740, 
all  perfons  born  out  of  the  King’s  legiance, 
who  had  inhabited  or  (liould  inhabit  tor  the 
fpace  of  feven  years  or  more  in  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  colonics  in  America,  and  fhould 
take  the  oaths,  and  make  the  declarations 
therein  directed,  (liould  be  deemed,  adjudged 
and  taken  to  be  his  Majefty’s  natural  born 
fubiedls  of  this  kingdom,  to  all  intents,  con- 
ftrudtions  and  purpofes,  as  if  they  had  been, 
or  were  born  within  this  kingdom. 

XIX.  That  the  foreigners  who  become  in- 
tled  to  the  Britiftr  right,  by  neceflary  confe- 
quence  become  well  intitled  to  the  continua 
enjoyment  of  it  in  the  place  where  they  ac¬ 
quired  it;  and,  a  fortiori,  the  perfons  born 
in  the  colonies,  who  are  of  the  blood  and 
lienage  of  England,  have  good  title  to  the 

fa  XX.  That  pofitive  laws  are  frequently 
ftiort  in  feme  of  their  expreffions,  and  one 
and  the  fame  word  hath  fomet.mes  various 
bonifications  in  the  fame  law,  as  well  as  1 
Afferent  laws,  having  in  one  part  a  Ample, 
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in  another  a  complex  idea  annexed  to  it,  and 
fometimes  more  or  lefs  complex  ideas.  In 
ri^ts  made  in  the  reign  of  Hen.  8th  on  °Teat 
occafions  the  word  realm  fignifies  all  the  do¬ 
minions  held  of  the  crown  of  England  ;  but 
in  the  preamble  of  the  aforelaid  adt,  made 
for  the  trial  of  foreign  treafons  thereby  in- 
tended  to  be  fubjedted  to  a  new  mode  of  tri¬ 
al^  the  words,  “  and  other  his  Grace’s  do¬ 
minions”  being  added  to  the  words,  “  out 
of  the  King's  Majefty’s  realm  of  England,” 
and  this  addition  being  dropt  in  thepurvieu, 
it  has  been,  as  your  petitioner  underftands, 
inferred,  that  treafons  committed  out  of  the 
iand  of  England,  tho  within  the  dominion 
01  England,  as  the  colonies  are,  may  be  tried 
in  England  by  virtue  of  this  ftatute,  altho* 
the  title,  and  the  preamble,  which  is  the  key 
proper  to  open  the  meaning  of  it,  molt  clear¬ 
ly  oppofe  this  conftrudtion.  The  preamble 
recites,  that  doubts  had  arifen  refpedting  the 
trial  of  foreign  treafons,  and  it  is  exprefly  de- 
clared,  that  for  a  plain  remedy,  order 
and  declaration  therein  to  be  had”  this  fta¬ 
tute  was  made. 

XXL  I  hat  the  meaning  of  every  law  is 
the  law,  when  collected  from  all  the  words 
and  the  fubjedt  matter  of  it,  not  forgetting 
the  ancient  rule  diftinguenda  funt  tempora, 
which  in  the  preient  cale  is  neceftary  to  be 
obferved  ;  for  England  had  no  colonies  when 
this  ftatute  was  made,  wherefore  the  legi- 

flators 
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llators  could  not  intend  thereby  to  regulate 
their  offences. 

XXII.  That  the  confirmative  extension  of 
an  adt  made  for  the  trial  of  treafons  commit¬ 


ted  out  of  the  King’s  dominions  to  the  co¬ 
lonies,  would  pro  tanto  put  them  upon  the 
fame  foot  with  the  dominions  of  foreign 
Princes,  which,  it  is  prefumed,  would  be 
improper  and  impolitic  in  any  cafe,  and  would 
greatly  impair  the  flrongeft  and  heft  liga¬ 
ments,  their conftitution  and  affedtion,  where¬ 
by  it  is  much  to  be  defired  that  they  fhould 
ever  be  firmly  held  in  perfect  union  with  the 
mother  country,  for  their  mutual  fafety  and 
felicity,  and  would  not  confift  with  the  char¬ 
ter  of  the  laid  province,  which  provides  that 
the  Governor  (hall  not  tranfport  any  of  the 
inhabitants  out  of  it  without  their  own  con- 
fent. 

XXIII.  That  the  province  of  Maflachu- 
fetts-Bay  having  no  agent  duly  authoriled 
toreprefent  the  fame,  and  no  General  Court 
or  Aflembly,  the  holding  whereof  depends 
on  the  Governor,  having  been  held  lor  fome 
time  paft,  none  could  be  appointed. 


Your  Petitioner  therefore,  in  defence  of 
the  rights  to  which  in  common  with  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  province  he 
is  entitled,  humbly  fubmits  the  pro¬ 
ceeding  matters  to  the  confideration  or 
this  honourable  houie,  and  humbly 
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prays,  that  their  concurrence  in  the  re- 
lolutions  and  addrefs  may  not  take 
ptace,  being  firmly  perfiuaded,  that  the 
lame  would  in  its  operation  and  confe- 
quence  be  extremely  detrimental  to 
Oieat  Britain  as  well  as  her  Colonies. 

And  your  Petitioner,  as  in  duty  bound, 
ihail  ever  pray,  &c. 


W.  BOLLAN. 

ILxtraa  from  a  Letter  of  William  Bollan 
LJp  to  the  Honourable  Samuel  Danforth! 
fjq-,  dated  in  London,  January  30,  1760. 


nouie  (ot  Commons)  was  ad- 

^  -7  Jou^ed  to  the  19th  inftant,  and 
Ameucan  affairs  Rood  appointed  for  confide- 

ration  on  the  23d,  when  your  Petition  was 
intended  to  have  been  prefented  by  Mr. 
Beckiord  ;  but  by  a  Angular  event  he  was 
prevented.  On  the  25th  after  Governor  Ber- 

H  f  ,Ge”eral  Glg‘’s  antl  Commodore 

S°fS  P'!'”  (whi.ch  mot‘on  made  on 
behalf  of  the  Colonies  had  been  on  the  20th 

brougnt  in  and  laid  upon  the  Table)  were 

read,  he  prefented  it ;  and  on  his  behalf  Mr 

Alderman  Treco thick  read  it,  with  fuch  an 

audible  voice,  that  it  is  fuppofed  every  mem- 

er  in  the  houfe  clearly  underftood  it;  and 

being  objected  to,  a  debate  enfued,  wherein 

the 
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the  Petition  was  nobly  fupported  by  divers 
worthy  Members.  The  chief  objections,  I 
am  told,  were,  that  no  Council  could  ’be 
convened  without  the  Governor’s  order }  and 
that  by  the  Conftitution  of  the  Colony  there 
could  be  no  Prefident  of  the  Council,  unlefs 
when  there  was  no  Governor  or  Lieutenant 
Governor.  In  Anfwer  whereto,  I  am  infor¬ 
med,  it  was  faid,  that  in  the  prefent  great 
diftrefs  of  the  Province  no  Affembly  was  cal¬ 
led,  and  no  Council  convened  from  time  to 
time  with  liberty  to  defend,  upon  the  pre¬ 
fent  great  occafion,  the  rights  and  interefts 
of  the  Province ;  and  that  the  objections  to 
your  Petition,  inftead  of  being  founded  on 
the  principles  of  natural  juftice,  equity  and 
the  conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  refted  in  a 
good  meafure  on  the  Reprefentaticns  of  Govern 
nor  Bernard 
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